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  All Meetings are currently being held at the Tompkins Community Center in GPP 
       Remember to email gpmencattendance@gmail.com, call or text Marty McMillan at 313-550-9661 

about attending the lunch 

     09/13/22

 David Dulio
Center for Civic Engage-
ment-Oakland University

       09/27/22 

      Robert Bury
Grosse Pointe Foundation     
for Public Education

     08/9/22 

   Michael Unsworth
WW II Balloon Attack
on North America

       08/23/22 

   Michele Hodges  
President and CEO of 
Belle Isle Conservancy

     August is here, and with it, “The Dog Days of Summer.” 
It was probably in grade school that we learned that the month of Au-
gust gets its name from Caesar Augustus, son of Julius Caesar.  We also 
learned that Julius Caesar came up with what we now call the Julian 
Calendar, hence the need for a new monthly name.  However, I always 
thought that the hottest and most unbearable days of the season, the 
“Dog Days”, were something that came from the Old Farmer’s
Almanac. 
     True, it is a time when old dogs like me, just want to sit in the shade 
and do nothing, but the term also goes back to Greek and Roman times.   
As it turns out, the canine connection refers to Sirius (the Dog Star, not 
the radio station) in the constellation Canis Major (large dog). At 
that time Sirius (the brightest star in the northern hemisphere) was seen 
to rise just before or at the same time as the sun. Who knew!
     I’m still feeling lazy, even after a ldelightful cruise.  In the July 
President’s message we outlined the process for electing a new board of 
directors. Indeed this was accomplished on July 12 th . The Nominating 
Committee had a great number of talented members to select from and 
their slate was passed unanimously. The new board will take office on 
October 1st .
and the Newletter officers and Board Members will be updated.  
   Notice that annual 2023 dues are now being collected.  Our fiscal year 
runs from October 1 to September 30. The bylaws state that members 
whose dues must are not paid by November 1st will be dropped from
membership and the directory. Like any organization we need to know 

the membership numbers so that
we can plan our budget. Dues and direc-
tory ads are our only source of income. 
     The War Memorial will be ready for 
us to return in November, hopefully,  
but will we be ready for them?   With
inflation we don’t know what they will 
charge. Facility rental and food all 
comes out of the lunch price.  

     With best regards for the balance of 
the summer.
    Henry 
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     MICHAEL E. UNSWORTH , WRITER AND  
LECTURER  OF MILITARY HISTORY TO 
SPEAK  AUGUST 9TH

     Michael Unsworth will speak on the Japanese FU-GO 
balloon attack on North America.  Thousands of high-altitude 
hydrogen balloons armed with incendiary and high-explosive 
bombs, designed to follow the westerly winds of the upper 
atmosphere and drift to the west coast of North America, were 
deployed, He has written several articles and given numerous 
presentations on the Japanese balloon attack 
     Unsworth is a co-author of the annotated bibliography  
Future War Novels  (1984) and the editor of Military Peri-
odicals. He has written numerous articles, concentrating on 
military history.
     Michael received his undergraduate degree as well as a 
Master’s Degree in Library and Information Science from 
Indiana University.  He followed that with a Master of Science 
in Administration - Non-profit/Public/Organizational Manage-
ment at the University of Notre Dame.
     After stints with the libraries of Notre Dame and Colorado 
State University, he joined the Michigan State University Li-
braries in 1984.  Unger retired in 2016.  He initially served as 
History and Canadian Studies librarian. From 1999 to 2008, 
he was of Assistant Director of the MSU Canadian Studies 
Center. 
     Unsworth is an avid bicyclist and advocate of bicycling.

     MICHAELE HODGES, PRESIDENT AND 
CEO OF BELLE ISLE CONSERVANCY,    
TO SPEAK AUGUST 23RD
     
     Belle Isle Park is a 982-acre island park located in De-
troit with historic, environmental, and cultural resources 
that have been beloved for generations. The park is home 
to the Belle Isle Aquarium, Anna Scripps Whitcomb Con-
servatory, Dossin Great Lakes Museum, Belle Isle Nature 
Center, the James Scott Memorial Fountain, the Oudoulf 
Garden and more!
     The mission of Belle Isle Conservancy is to protect, 
preserve, restore, and enhance the natural environment, 
historic structures, and unique character of Belle Isle as 
a public park for the enjoyment of all. Belle Isle 
Conservancy works in close partnership with the State of 
Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources, the City of 

Detroit, and island partners to 
bring additional resources to Belle Isle. In 
February of 2014, the DNR began manag-
ing Belle Isle as a state park under a 30-year 
lease with the City of Detroit retaining own-
ership of the park.
     The DNR is the responsible agent for day-
to-day operations, maintaining infrastructure, 
removing debris, and making park improve-
ments for all to enjoy. The Conservancy 
serves as an advocate for the park, brings 
volunteer resources to the park, operates the 
Belle Isle Aquarium, and actively raises funds 
for needed projects and improvements on the 
island. 
     Michele has served as the founding presi-
dent and CEO of the Belle Isle Conservancy 
since 2012, during which time the organiza-
tion has grown from nascency to full matu-
rity. She serves as a gubernatorial and may-
oral appointee to the Belle Isle Park Advisory 
Committee.  Her work has earned recogni-
tion from Crain’s Detroit Business 40 Under 
40 and Most Notable Women in Non-Profits , 
among others.
    Michelle earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Urban Planning from Michigan State Univer-
sity, and numerous professional designations, 
including the Institute for Organizational 
Management, Economic Developers Institute, 
and the Institute for Public Administration.        
     She is a Michigan Political Leadership 
Program fellow, and has a history of board 
and community service, including with the 
PTO (Defer, Pierce and South), the Grosse 
Pointe Park Foundation, Jefferson East Inc., 
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and many
more.  She serves as a lector at St. Ambrose.
     She and her hussband Matt have been 
married since 1990.  They have two daugh-
ters, Sylvia (Grosse Pointe South class of 
2019), and Josephine (Grosse Pointe South 
class of 2022).  They’ve been happily planted 
in Grosse Pointe Park since 2001, and the 
Woods just prior.  
      She is the Mayor of Grosse Pointe Park.
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Patrick G. McKeever  
    313-719-7829 (C) Memorials

           Golf News
     It’s hard to believe, but our 2nd  Scramble of the sea-
son is upon us.  Scramble Week is scheduled for August
22 – 26 with a make-up week of August 29 –Sept. 2.  
The two Scrambles that are scheduled every June an d 
August are a fun way to break up the season and foster 
additional interaction and camaraderie with your play-
ing partners.  And, they provide a means to put up some 
pretty good scores!
     Another item for your calendars is our annual end-
of-season golf league banquet scheduled for Thursday, 
October 13, 2022 at the Barrister Gardens, 24225 Harper 
Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI 48080.  As always, there is no 
cost for the banquet for league members.  The cost for 
guests (who are heartily invited and very much wel-
come!) is $30/ each.  The Golf News article that will 
appear in the September 2022 Men’s Club Newsletter 
will include sign-up instructions and additional infor-
mation relative to the banquet.  That article will also be 
e-mailed to all league members in early September so 
that those who do not receive the Men’s Club Newsletter 
will be apprised of pertinent information relative to the 
banquet.  We’re looking forward to another great turnout 
for our annual wrap-up to the golf season!
     One more bit of golf news: we were unable to find 
a mutually workable date with the Birmingham Senior 
Men’s Club for us to host the “grudge match” this year.  
Disappointing, but both clubs are anxious for a rematch 
and we hold out hope that we’ll be able to “get ‘er done” 
in 2023!
   
    The Golf Committee

Arthur Hoover Engstrom was born on June 5, 1920 and 
passed on July 4, 2022 (102). He became a member of 
the MCGP on October 23, 1990 (31).

George A. Schulte was born on May 31, 1934 and passed on 
July 11,  2022 (88). He became a member of the MCGP on 
February 13, 1996 (26).

7/12/22    Ralph Magreta         $50.00  
                SMC                         $51.00  

7/26/22    Tom Van Tiem       $45.00                
                  SMC                            $45.00  `

Raffle Results

   Speaker. Brigadier General. Rolf 
Mammen Receives his SMC Plaque 
after his July 26th talk at the SMC
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James M. Regan (313-882-3787)

   New Members 

              SMC BIRTHDAY LIST for AUGUST

       Broderick, Jeffrey           2
       Fine, Charles E.             3 - 86
       Ecklund, Peter                4 - 85
       Chisholm, Daniel C.         5 - 88
       Shubik, Richard              7
       Devereaux, James             8
       Halso, Robert J.             8
       Jennings, Joseph N.          9
       Onstwedder, John             9 - 90
       Francis, James W.            9 - 82
       Vroom, H. Thomas            11 - 90
       Holdman, William G.        12 - 98
       Goulding, James S.          13 - 91
       Fuher, Richard G.           15 - 85
       Boardman, Bruce M.         15 - 82
       Fordon, Frederick F.        16 - 89

       Pertuso, Robert             16
       Ferry, Mason                16 - 84
       Sottrel, Al                 18 - 81
       Coles, Thomas B.            21 - 91
       Miller, Thomas D.           21 - 83
       Freeman, George S.          22 - 97
       Stellingwerf, Frank         22
       Rasch, Dennis C.            28 - 81
       Mc Clelland, Richard        29
       Ternes, Robert              30 - 88
       Tobin, Robert J.            30 - 96
       Standish, John D.           30 - 88

       A Total of  28   BIRTHDAYS in AUGUST  with        
        20  Birthdays 80 & OVER

DIAMOND JACK RIVER CRUISE

     Sailors may have been fewer this year, but those 
who made it had a fine lunch at Sinbad’s.  Then we 
were transported to the Diamond Jack dock, courtesy 
of Sinbad’s van.   Danny our able driver dropped us 
off and picked us up.

     The weather was perfect, and narrative informa-
tive.   Note the smiles in the pictures to see what a 
good time was had by all.  Too bad the photos are in 
black and white.
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Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe
Membership Committee Report    
 
  Chip Rohde, Chairman                                                                                                                                         
  Jody Jennings (New Member Writer)                                                                                                                   
  Ed Wolking      
  Dan Follis                                                                                                                                           
  Lee Thomas                                                                                                                                           
                    
While the above are the members of the Mem-
bership  Committee, it appears that the summer 
has brought a bit of an hiatus in new members 
although Dave Buckler, Treasurer, did get ap-
plications from one of our former speakers, Tim 
Matyn, the speedboat speaker, and from Patrick 
Clark   So...let's get hustling out there.
     

    
     New Member Profile:  Loren Mannino

     Rochester, Michigan was home to Loren Man-
nino until he went to Ann Arbor for college. After 
graduation from U of M, Loren earned a law 
degree at Wayne State Law School. From that 
time forward,
his work was in probate law. The legal profession 
was not only a fine career for Mannino, it was 
also where he met his wife Elizabeth. The legal 
eagles are celebrating twenty years of marriage.
     Loren is a rare book buyer and seller. He is 
also a collector of paintings.  The Manninos like 
to travel. However, you might ask Loren if he has 
any tips. You see, Loren and his wife Liz make 
Las Vegas an annual visit.
     Welcome Loren to the Men’s Club of Grosse 
Pointe.  We are very glad to have you as a mem-
ber.

  Tennis News
     As July quickly slides into August, as President 
Henry Fischer noted in his Letter, the GPSM Tennis 
Club will be moving its venue from Grosse Pointe’s 
Elworthy Park to Chandler Park on August 8 be-
cause GP South’s tennis practice takes over the cur-
rent courts. We will continue to compete Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:00-11:00. Generally, 
16-23 various players (perhaps 35 in total) have been 
enjoying “fierce” competition on 4 courts. We are 
always welcoming new members of varying abilities, 
so feel free to check us out either at the Neighborhood 
Club or at Chandler Park.
     Socially, Marty Peters hosted our annual chili dog 
get-together on July 20,when the “ retired “ players 
joined current players in banter and memories. Septem-
ber 29 will find us at the Tompkins Center in GP Park 
with wives or partners celebrating one of our favorite 
social events, our annual steak roast with a couple of 
the best grillers in the area.
     If you need some exercise, social interaction, or an 
excuse to get out of the house, we welcome all over 55 
years old to join us whenever convenient. Savor the 
dog days of summer. and some chili dogs, it would 
appear!
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July Readers' Report

     July found the Readers discussing The Sentence,  a 
novel by Louise Erdrich. Erdrich is widely acclaimed as 
one of the most significant writers of the second wave 
of the Native American Renaissance. She has written 
28 books, including novels, poetry, and children's books 
featuring Native American characters and settings, She 
has won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, a National Book 
Award, multiple National Book Critics Circle Awards for 
Fiction, and numerous other awards.
     She also owns a bookstore in Minneapolis that spe-
cializes in Native American literature, so it is not surpris-
ing that much of the action of The Sentence  takes place 
in such a fictional bookstore during a year of the pan-
demic and the unrest that followed the murder of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis. The store is haunted by the ghost 
of a former customer, and our protagonist spends much 
of her time searching for a way to exorcise the spirit. The 
New York Times  called  The Sentence strange, enchant-
ing and funny: a work about motherhood, doom, regret 
and the magic — dark, benevolent and every shade in 
between — of words on paper."

     The Readers found the book a challenging read but 
rewarding and rated it 4 out of 5 stars.

     Join us on August 19th when we will discuss The 
Splendid and the Vile:  A Saga of Churchill, Family, 
and Defiance During the Blitz  by Erik Larson. 
     We will meet at 5 pm at the home of Pat McKeever, 
17111 E. Jefferson, Apt 4, Grosse Pointe.                                        
 RSVP to Pat at 313-719-7829. 

     RESERVATIONS PLEASE
            Please remember to make reserva-
tions for our luncheon and a speaker meet-
ings via email to gpmcattendance@gmail.
com or by calling or texting Marty McMil-
lan at 313-550-9661.  If your plans change 
remember to cancel your reservations.
            We do not want to pay for no- shows 
nor do we want to have to send out for pizza, 
as we did at one meeting.
 
     VETERANS INITIATIVE
            The Club continues to attempt to 
identify all members who are veterans, their 
branch, and their years of service. The Club 
plans to print a complete list in the newslet-
ter soon of information collected to date. 
            If you are interested in joining a com-
mittee to advance this project, please contact 
Chip Rohde at chiprohde@ameritech.net 
or 313-259-1010. It is envisioned that the 
committee would also assist in planning the 
November 8th program (meeting closest to 
Veterans Day).

VINTAGE SMC NAME TAGS            
            The vintage (yellow) Senior Men’s 
Club badges can be purchased for $20 and 
proudly worn at all Club events.  To obtain 
your badge, contact Chip Rohde at chipro-
hde@ameritech.com or 313- 259-1010. Dave 
Buckler, Treasurer, will accept your pay-
ment.

Patrick G. McKeever  
    313-719-7829 (C) Memorials

John P. Urquhart was born on February 7, 1926 and passed on July 
25,  2022 (96). He became a member of the MCGP on April 10, 1990 
(32).
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Membership Application
 Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

A Social, Educational and Recreational Club 
for Men Over 55 Years of Age or Retired

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Badge Nick Name________________________

Street Address______________________________________________________________________

City & State: __________________________________ Zip Code: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __       

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: (______) ____________________         Cell Phone: (______) ____________________

Birth Date: ____/____/_____        Spouse/Significant Other_________________________

Working__________Retired_________________ 

Current or Prev. Occupation & Affiliation: _________________________________________________

Military Service_____________________Service Dates  From_____________To___________________

Hobbies: __________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________

One or More Sponsors 

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Please return completed Membership Application with check in the amount of $40.00 payable to 
     MC of  Grosse Pointe, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
 .
Mail application and check to      SMC Membership Chairman, Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
                                                     32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236-3726 

Or email completed application to: seniormensclubofgp@gmail.com
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        MEN’S CLUB OF GROSSE POINTE, INC.
     2021 - 2022

        NEWSLETTER Editor: John Snyder (313-885-6388, jsnyder45@comcast.net);   Photographers:  Edward D. Benz and
  Brendan Ross Staff:  J. Gerard Teagan, James A. Odell, James W. Hoekwater

           Published monthly for $11.40 of the dues paid by each member. Periodical postage paid at Detroit, Michigan.
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      Jim Regan, 313-980-0572, jimr9runner@aol.com

: 

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    .    Henry A. Fischer
Immediate Past President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James A. Callahan
1st Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James W. Hoekwater
2nd Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arthur (Chip) Rohde, Jr
Secretary . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Kenneth McIntyre
Assistant Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     David L. Morrow 
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         David Buckler
Asst. Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .     John S Snyder

Directors
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Officers
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