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about attending the lunch 

 05/10/22 

 Christopher Pratt

 Uniserv Director,   
       South Oakland District
Michigan Education Association

     05/24/22 

Tim Matyn

History of Power Boat Racing

     President's Letter

     May is the shortest month of the year (3 letters), but the longest in 
expectations. The first of the month, May Day, is considered the start of the 
summer season. It’s a time of celebration as we can see the world around 
us changing from the dreary winter brown and grey to green. Daylight is 
getting longer and, except for a few frosty nights at the beginning of the 
month, temperatures are beginning to remain warm.  It’s time for planting 
or transplanting. Perennial flowers such as daffodils and tulips are in full 
bloom, as are Magnolia trees.  May also starts the beginning of outdoor 
grilling, although for some us that really went on all winter. At least it’s 
warmer outside. If nothing else, clean up the grill and practice for Memo-
rial Day. 
     There has also been new growth in membership. We’ve welcomed 
seven new members into the Club in March and April.  I believe that’s a 
net gain of 6.  At the Men’s Club luncheons we look forward to two great 
speakers. Many of us remember Christopher Pratt from his teaching and 
presentations with the Grosse Pointe South Choirs. The Tower Belles and 
The Pointe Singers earned national titles. While teaching he was President 
of the Grosse Pointe Education Association and now returns as UniServ Di-
rector of South Oakland districts. He will be presenting on May 10th.  On 
May 24th  author and historian Tim Matyn will talk to us about the history 
of power boat racing and its ties to Detroit.  Tim is a long term enthusiast 
of hydroplanes and the races held on the Detroit River. He has also written 
three books on the subject highlighting: The Gold Cup, The Silver Cup 

and The Harmsworth races.  
Please make reservations for these 
presentations, especially if you are 
bringing guests.  If you signed the 
attendance sheet at the previous 
meeting you’re covered, but we 
also need a count of guests. The 
email for attendance is gpmcatten-
dance@gmail.com. If email is not 
available, call or text Marty Mc-
Millan at 313-550-9661.  

Festivities, Fun, Fellowship
  Henry Fischer 
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	 2022	Raffle	Results

4/12/2022  Jim Hoekwater    
Donated    $60    SMC  $120

4/26/2022    Anthony Brink-
man  $56   SMC    $56

     Special Event

     
   May 13, 2022

      Trip to the DIA to see 
"By Her Hand: Artemisia 
Gentileschi and Women 
Artists in Italy, 1500–1800" 
exhibiition.

Bus will depart at 10:00 from 
the Tompkins Center Lot 

Tennis Photos
(see Tennis News on page 4)

Tom Roberts, below left
The Team, bottom left
A lunch table, right
Another lunch table, lower right
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 GOLF NEWS
     We’ve teed off!  The 2022 Season for the Men’s 
Club of Grosse Pointe Golf League is officially under-
way!  Our Opening Day breakfast took place on Mon-
day, April 25th  at the St. Clair Shores Golf Club where 
returning members and those new to the league “broke 
bread” and shared stories of past golfing feats and 
those yet to come. Though not all attendees braved the 
cool, wet conditions to play a round of golf after the 
breakfast, our season, which runs through Friday, Sept. 
23rd , has now officially teed off!
     It’s not too late to sign up for participation in the 
2022 season.  Memberships are $60 and can be paid 
with cash or by check payable to “SMC Golf League” 
and mailed to Mark Jahnke, 7 Fairlake Lane, Grosse 
Pointe Shores, MI 48236.  We welcome new mem-
bers and encourage our current members to spread the 
word about our “League Like No Other” and recruit 
friends, family and acquaintances to join our league.  
Golf league members do not have to be members of 
the Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe or residents of the 
Grosse Pointes to participate in the league; however, 
the Golf Committee highly recommends exploration of 
the many benefits of membership in the Men’s Club for 
those who are not currently members.
     Rules of Play for the 2022 Season, which include 
the dates for scramble weeks, etc., can be obtained 
from Jim Regan at  jimr9runner@aol.com .  As a 
very cursory summary, league members can play at 
any one or more of the four courses in our network: 
St. Clair Shores, Golden Hawk, Chandler Park, and 
Plumbrook.  Play anytime Monday through Friday and 
deposit your legible, signed and attested scorecards 
in the boxes we maintain in the pro shops at the four 
courses.  Prize money is distributed at the end of the 
season for the lowest and 2nd  lowest net score at each 
course each week.  Birdies, eagles, holes-in-one and 
scramble week winners are also rewarded with prize 
money at the end of the season, usually at our end-of-
season banquet in October (date TBD).
     We would be remiss if we didn’t mention another 
matter relative to our Opening Day breakfast.  Of the 
40 members who responded that they would attend, 

8 members (20%) did not show up.  Given 
that the Golf Committee was required to 
give a firm headcount to the caterer and pay 
in advance based on that headcount, the 
league lost $120 (8 X $15) resulting from the 
no-shows.  One way to look at the loss is to 
compare it to the $10 increase in league dues 
that needed to be assessed this season to off-
set increases in expenses.  The $120 loss ate 
up the dues increase for 12 of our members!  
Our league operates on a shoestring budget 
with virtually all incoming funds paid out 
every season for prize money and the cost of 
the end-of-the-season banquet. Losses such 
as these directly affect the amount of prize 
money available to be given out at the end of 
the season.  So, PLEASE, going forward, if 
you respond in the affirmative that you will 
be attending either the Opening Day break-
fast or the end-of-the-season banquet, please 
let us know if your plans change to the con-
trary before the applicable deadline date.
     On a lighter note, Spring is here, another 
golf season is upon us and COVID restric-
tions are (almost) a thing of the past.  And 
remember, in the words of the late, Yankee 
great, Mickey Mantle, “He who has the
fastest golf cart never has a bad lie.” 
     Have a great season, everyone!
       
   The Golf Committee
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Patrick G. McKeever  
    313-719-7829 (C) Memorials

David Case was born on January 18, 1942 and passed on April 8, 2022 (80).  
He became a member of the MCGP on July 27, 2013 (8).

Christopher Pratt will Speak 
on May 10, 2022

     The Men's Club will welcome Chris Pratt 
back to the Club for his postponed talk.  When 
he spoke in 2019 he was the Choir Director at 
Grosse Pointe South High School.   Now he has 
joined the MEA as UniServ Director of South 
Oakland Districts.  
     The position of UniServ Director was de-
veloped by the MEA as a title for field staff of 
state affiliates like the MEA, providing service 
to members as it related to contract issues, 
evaluation appeals, legal matters and griev-
ances.  The scope of the position also includes 
organizing, public advocacy and buildinng 
organizational capacity.  
     Chris taught choral music for 21 years in 
Indiana, Illinois and Michigan with the last 
nine years at South.  Collectively his choirs 
won over 130 Grand Champion awards and 
seven national titles.  His students have gone on 
to professional careers in performance, educa-
tion, law, business and medicine.  When he was 
at South, he took his students on a performance 
tour of nine countries from Ireland to Poland.
     He was President of teh Grosse Pointe 
Education Assocaition.  He has his BS in Music 
from Ball State, a Masters in Educational 
Leadership from Indiana University, and his 
EdS from Oakland University.

Tennis News
     As the Senior Men’s Tennis Club starts winding down 
its winter season at our most recent home at Eastside Tennis 
and Fitness, we want to show our appreciation to ETF for 
its hospitality and its fine facilities. Our friendly competi-
tion continues to vary between 17 - 22 individuals on any 
given Monday, Wednesday, or Friday with perhaps about 
30 total participants.
     Our final month of indoor tennis always climaxes with 
our Club Tournament, which will be held May 16, 18, and 
20 with awards given on our last day pizza party, May 27. 
Outdoor play will commence Memorial Day at George 
Elworthy Park at Neff and Maumee from 10:00 - 12:00, 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday.  “We strive for excellence and 
improvement, and welcome mediocrity.” New faces are 
always welcome.
     Finally, we want to acknowledge a most actively in-
volved member of our fraternal tennis club, Tom Roberts, 
who for over 20 years is the longest playing active member 
of the Club. Tom was an officer, usually president, for more 
than half those years, while winning the tournament trophy 
more than any other member in the history of our Club. 
Tom and his wife Connie will start a new phase of their 
young and adventuresome lives when they move to warmer 
climes in South Carolina, where they are building a new 
home. We wish them continued good health and happiness!  

     Some photos of the tennis players are on page 2
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Henry Fischer  313-473-8625

   New Members 

 

        Angell, Dwight               20
       Beaudoin, Jacques                     28 - 90
       Benz, Edward D.                         20 - 89
       Blaine, Robert C.             1 - 87
       Bourgoin, Joe                 4 - 92
       Buccinna, Anthony            21 - 83
       Danaher, James P.            26 - 100
       Deeb, Edward                   4 - 86
       Dolan, John                  14 - 82
       Everingham, J. Theodore     22 - 83
       Ford, Jack E.                 7 - 89
       Gaggos, James H.             31 - 93
       Groschner, Peter K.          23 - 84
       Guillaumin, John C.          14
       Hessburg, Philip C.          16 - 92
       Huckins, John P.             22 - 95
       Landin, Jack T.               3 - 85
       Latiff, Ronald               15 - 84
       Marshall, Dale T.            30
       Mc Coy, Carl R.              12
       Meek, Kenneth N.             19
       Morrow, David L.             25

       Oldham, Theodore H.        31 - 86
       Olmsted, John F.            27 - 84
       Quinlan, William S.         14 - 90
       Reid, Donald K.              3 - 94
       Rowady, Edward P.           31 - 94
       Ryan, Mike                  31
       Schloop, Phil               13
       Schulte, George A.          31 - 88
       Stemmler, Fred               5
       Van Dellen, Kenneth J.      24 - 85
       Van Tiem, Thomas            30 - 92
       Vorhees, Roy                10
       Wiczorek, Robert F.         15 - 81
       Witt, Donald                 6 - 80

       A Total of  36 BIRTHDAYS in MAY with           
 26  Birthdays 80 & OVER, 1 of which is over 100

	New	Member	Profile
   
  Alan Wagner
     We are pleased to announce the membership of 
Alan Wagner. At 63 years of age he improves the 
youth contingent of our Club! However, he and his 
wife Dr. Leslie Wagner are interested in tradition and 
preservation. When they came to Grosse Pointe from 
Troy seven years ago, they moved into the Cadieux 
Farmhouse, it having recently been relocated from 
Jefferson Ave and Notre Dame to St. Clair Ave. Leslie 
is the current president of the Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society.   Alan is an engineer. After graduating from 
the Chrysler Institute and spending some time at Mer-
cedes Benz, he is now the Executive Director of the 
Hyundai Transys. He is also a member of the Society 
of Automotive Historians. In addition to being enthu-
siastic sailors, the Wagners visit their grandchildren in 
Florida and travel to exotic ports of call worldwide.
We are so glad to have Alan in our midst and a Warm     
Welcome to The Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe.

Speaker Nan Washburn gets 
her MC Present after a fas-
cinating discussion about the 
Michigan Philharmonic
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New Member News

     May is “Get A New Member” Month.  Great activi-
ties for gathering with long time friends or new 
friends you may have not met. So, propose a friend 
for membership and you can check this resolution 
off your list for this year.  Introduce a friend to the 
Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe.   New members are the 
keys to success for our club—a great organization to 
be a part of for the coming year. 
     This month we also salute all of our Men’s Club 
Veterans—54 listed below:
  Dan Aitken  (US Army)
 Don Armbruster  (US Army)
 George Arsenault (  US Army)
 Bob Babas  (US Army/Vietnam Vet)
 Larry Bennett (US Army)
 Ed Benz (US Army)
 Dalton Black  (US Army)
 Dominic Bonnanno  (US Army)
 Joe Bourgoin  (US Army)
 Dave Buckler  (US Army)
 Jim Callahan  (US Navy)
 Ken Casey  (US Army)
 Ray Chown (US Air Force)
 Tom Coles  (US Air Force)
Jim Conway  (US Army)
 Tom Cracchiolo (US Air Force)
 David Fries  (US Air Force)
Rod Guest  (US Army)
 Russell Halleen  (US Army)
 Bob Hayes  (US Air Force)
 Philip Hessburg (US Air Force)
 Denver Higley (US Air Force ANG)
Jan Homan  (Netherland Armed Forces)
 Sheldon Johnson   (US Army, NG)
 George Lilly  (US Navy)
 Richard McClelland  (US Army)
 Paul Manion  (US Army)
 Michael Marston  (US Air Force)
 Ralph Magreta  (US Army)
 David Morrow  (US Army)
 Ken Nick  (US Army)
 John Onstwedder  (US Navy)
 Daniel Ostrowski  (US Army)
 Jerry Partridge  (US Army)
 David Pieper  (US Army) 

   Roger Playwin  (US Army)
 John Prost  (US Coast Guard)
 Ray Rhein  (US Army)
 Chip Rohde  (US Navy)
 Charles Rutherford  (US Army)
 Charles Schettler  (US Navy)
 Joe Schneider  (US Army)
 John Snyder  (US Army)
 Henry Sprague  (US Army)
 John Steining  (US Marine Corp)
 Mel Stewart  (US Army)
 Terry Stocker  (US Coast Guard)
 Harry Thomalla  (US Navy)
 Ty Totte (US Air Force)
 Thomas Van Tiem  (US Army)
 Tom Vroom  (US Army)
 Frank Wilberding  (US Army NG)
 Robert Waldvogel  (US Navy)
 Erhard Walz (US Army)
 Fred Woolsey  (US Army NG)
 Willie Wyatt  (US Air Force)

     If by chance we have missed you in our 
listing of Veterans or if your Service might be 
incorrect, please contact Chip Rohde, 1-313-
259-1010 or chiprohde@ameritech.net with 
updates, corrections and additions. 

Welcome New Members, Thank You Sponsors!  
     
     We have had 3 new members join our Club 
over the last month and we welcome you:
    Stuart Grigg:  Hobbies/Interests—Reproduc-
ing pianos, Grosse Pointe Historical Society. 
Sponsor —Ken Collinson
   Matthew Hurley:  Interests/Hobbies—Sailing, 
Skiing & outdoor activities, Wood working and 
furniture building--Sponsor—John Snyder
   Bob Sullivan:  Interests/Hobbies—Reading, 
Stamp & Coin Collecting, Detroit History, Volun-
teer Work. Sponsor-Robert Babas 
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Membership Application
 Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

A Social, Educational and Recreational Club 
for Men Over 55 Years of Age or Retired

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Badge Nick Name________________________

Street Address______________________________________________________________________

City & State: __________________________________ Zip Code: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __       

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: (______) ____________________         Cell Phone: (______) ____________________

Birth Date: ____/____/_____        Spouse/Significant	Other_________________________

Working__________Retired_________________ 

Current or Prev. Occupation &	Affiliation: _________________________________________________

Military Service_____________________Service Dates  From_____________To___________________

Hobbies: __________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________

  The Reader's Sub Club meets on the third Thursday of the month at member's homes to discuss the 
book of the month.  Call David at 640-9756 (H) or 303-1570 (C) if you have any questions or want to 

come to the May meeting

In January, the Readers discussed Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson, a book that argues the United States has a 
caste system based on race much like the systems in India and Nazi Germany. Although not an easy 

read, we found it an interesting and well-argued analysis.

In February, we read The Escape Line: How the Ordinary Heroes of Dutch-Paris Resisted the Nazi 
Occupation of Western Europe and discussed it with author Megan Koreman.

In March we discussed The Midnight Library by Matt Haig, a novel that considers what would happen if 
after we die, we could go back and choose a different course. We rated this book four out of five stars.

In April we discussed A Pilgrimage to Eternity: From Canterbury to Rome in Search of a Faith by 
Timothy Egan. We found it an interesting and enjoyable combination of travelogue, history, and 

memoir and gave it 4.5 stars.

On May 17th we will discuss Circe , a novel by Madelaine Miller, “a bold and subversive retelling 
of the goddess's story that manages to be both epic and intimate in its scope, recasting the most 

infamous female figure from the Odyssey as a hero in her own right."―Alexandra Alter, New York Times
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