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Program Chairman - Henry Fischer
 Future Speakers

         July 27, 2021

President's Letter 

Devin Scillian, Channel 4           
        News Anchor
   A Picnic in the Park
at Tompkins Community  
 Center
Windmill Pointe Park

         August 10, 2021
 
          David O. Egner
Ralph C. Wilson Foundation
at Fishbone's 9 and Jefferson   

       Jon Dean 
New GPPS Superintendant 

         August 24, 2021

     Water Damage at The Ark Forces Club 
to Find Alternative Locations for Meeting.
     An ever-popular Men's Club Detroit 
River cruise is back.
     July 27th Meeting, "A Picnic at the 
Park with Devin Scillian" to be Held at 
The Tompkins Center in Windmill Pointe 
Park.  Spouses and Guests Encouraged.
     Men, a lot has occurred since we last met 
as many of us have dealt with flooding and 
electrical outages.    Unfortunately, The Ark, 
our home for the last four meetings also suf-
fered damage and we have had to scramble 
for meeting locations. Our hearts go out to 
the folks at St. Ambrose and The Ark who 
need to deal with this clean up and restora-
tion as well as to all the users of this terrific 
space.  The Ark made the Men's Club feel 
very much at home and we will miss being 
there.  
     The July speakers will be impressive and 
entertaining.  What a line up!   Invite your
friends to all future Club meetings.  They 
will be impressed and hopefully will be-

coming a member.  The speaker 
at the first meeting in July will 
enlighten on the art of back-
yard beekeeping.  This is a very 
timely topic as it relates to the 
environment and preservation 
of the species.   I understand 
that the GPYC is raising bees 
on their roof for both pollinat-
ing and producing honey for the 
chef to use.
     The second meeting will be 
at the Windmill Pointe Park we 
are calling "A Picnic in the Park 
with Devin Scillian".    Devin Scil-
lian, Channel 4 News Anchor, will 
speak.  Given the anticipated inter-
est in the speaker and the venue of 
the Tompkins Center, I want to en-
courage you to invite your spouses 
and friends for this meeting.  Don't 
forget to make a reservation by 
calling Marty McMillan (313-550-
9661) if you do not have access to 
email, or if you have email respond 

   The ever-popular special 
event, the Detroit River 
Cruise, will be on July 9th.  
Several of us will meet at 
Sinbad's for lunch before the 
cruise.  Please let Ed Benz 
know of your plans. Email to
efbenz@mac.com or call him 
at 313-885-3618. 

     Welcome Aboard!
  

             July 13,  2021 

         

   Tim Paule Jackson and   
 Nicole  Lindsey
Co-founders of Detroit Hives
 at Fishbone's, 9 and Jeffer-
son, St Clair Shores
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     Invite your spouses and friends to join you for a 
picnic in the Tompkins Center with views of Lake 
St. Clair.  Well known Grosse Pointe caterer Mary 
Lou Muer will be providing a picnic fare lunch for 
your enjoyment as you listen to always entertain-
ing and talented Devon Scillian speak. Please make 
reservations.
     Scillian joined WDIV-TV in August 1995 as a 
reporter and moved into the anchor position in 1996. 
He's been honored for his work both at home and 
abroad. His assignments have taken him from the 
Forbidden City in Beijing to St. Peter's Square at the 
Vatican, from the Red Sea to Moscow, from Jeru-
salem to Siberia. His well-worn passport has taken 
him to six Olympiads. Three times he has won the 
Edward R. Murrow Award, one of the highest honors 
in broadcast journalism
      After graduating from the William Allen White 
School of Journalism at the University of Kansas 
in 1985, Devin began his career at WIBW-TV in 
Topeka. His job path took him to WAND in Decatur, 
Illinois, KLTV in Tyler, Texas, and KFOR in Okla-
homa City where his around the clock coverage of 
the bombing at the 1995 Murrah Federal 
Building helped the station win a Peabody 
Award. Nurturing a long love of politics, he 
created Flashpoint which quickly became 

required viewing for those in the know in 
Detroit
      Devin is the author of 15 children's books. His 
book "A is for America" became a national bestseller. 
His book, "Memoirs of a Goldfish," has won a slew 
of awards including the Wanda Gag Award for the na-
tion's best "read aloud" book. His other books include 
"Fibblestax," "Cosmo's Moon," and "H Is for Honor." 
His newest title is "Memoirs of a Hamster."
 He is also an accomplished musician
and song writer.  The Ford House will be 
presenting on September 11th, as part of its 
“Tunes on the Terrace” series featuring 
Devon Scillian and Arizona Son. 

     DIRECTIONS TO THE PARK
Take Jefferson to Bedford which dead ends 
at Windmill Point Drive and Windmill 
Pointe Park.

A PICNIC IN THE PARK
WITH DEVON SCILLIAN
At the Tompkins Center
Windmill Pointe Park
Grosse Pointe Park
July 27 th  at 11AM

TIM PAULE JACKSON and NICOLE LIND-
SEY CO FOUNDERS of DETROIT HIVES
Tuesday July 9 Luncheon Meeting Speakers
Fishbone's, 23722 Jefferson (lakeside of road), just 
below 9 mile in SCS.  For almost five years, Detroit 
Hives has been working to turn vacant lots in the 
city into sustainable honeybee farms, and now the 
501c (3) non-profit organization is officially in part-
nership with Wayne State University. The group's 
co-founders, Timothy Paule Jackson and Nicole 
Lindsey will speak to us about transforming vacant 
Detroit lots and Wayne State University into urban 
bee farms. Their talk will review the benefits of 
conservation, education, and revitalization that 
urban beekeeping provides.
NOTE THE SITE CHANGE DUE TO FLOOD-
ING AT THE ARK
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 David Egner was appointed president and CEO of 
the newly-formed Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation in 
2016, a $1.2 billion foundation that must spend down 
by 2035. The Foundation’s funding priorities include 
Active Lifestyles, Caregivers, Entrepreneurship & 
Economic Development and Preparing for Success. 
Funding is concentrated in Southeast Michigan and 
Western New York. The assets of the Foundation 
come from the estate of Mr. Wilson, a Detroiter who 
founded and owned the Buffalo Bills NFL football 
team.
  Prior to leading the Wilson Foundation, Egner was 
President & CEO of the Hudson-Webber Foundation 
for 19 years.  The Foundation is often considered one 
of the driving forces in the transformation of Midtown 
and Downtown Detroit. 
  From 2009-2015, Egner also served as Executive Di-
rector of the New Economy Initiative (NEI), the larg-
est philanthropic led economic development initiative 
in the country. NEI is recognized for its inclusive 
approach to economic development, generating nearly 
$3 billion in economic impact during Egner’s tenure, 
while seeing minority business starts created by the 
program exceed more than 2.5X the national average. 
  Egner has more than 30 years’ experience working 
with nonprofits and foundations, from his early years 
as an executive assistant to the chairman at the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek to guiding the 
Michigan Nonprofit Association, a Lansing-based 
coalition, through its development and mergers. He 
serves on the boards of the Downtown Detroit Part-
nership, Invest Detroit, and TechTown and is Chair-
man of the Michigan Future Board.  
  Egner has an M.B.A. from Western Michigan Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s degree from Westminster 
College in Fulton, Missouri. He resides with his wife 
Tammy in metro Detroit.

    MEN'S CLUB of GROSSE POINTE 
    FOUNDATION
     As most of you know, our Foundation was es-
tablished in 2017. This is the philanthropic arm of 
our Club in which we are all so proud to be able to 
collectively give back to our community. We have 
been extremely lucky in the past few years as your 
support is growing and greatly appreciated by the 
organizations we support.
     Each year our Foundations board proposes and 
evaluates organizations to decide who are most 
likely to support at that particular point in time.  
We encourage members to let us know about non-
profits in the community that they would like the 
board to consider as potential grant recipients by 
contacting Jerry Teagan (jgteagan@comcast.net or 
313-885-6460).
     We have supported several organizations with 
substantial dollars to help make a certain project a 
success.  Some of the organizations we have sup-
ported included The Neighborhood Club, The Helm, 
The Capuchin Soup Center, Detroit Institute for 
Children, Assistance to the Staffs at Beaumont and 
St. John Accession Hospitals, Grosse Pointe His-
torical Society, Grosse Pointe North Choir, and the 
Grosse Pointe South Choir.
     Recently we received a generous gift from the 
estate of former Board Member of the Men's Club, 
George McMullen.  George enjoyed our club and 
was an asset to our club and community.  We are so 
touched by the fact that he remembered our Founda-
tion at the time of his passing.  
     I encourage all fellow members of our Men's 
Club of Grosse Pointe to add a little something to 
your estate planning for the Men's Club of Grosse 
Pointe Foundation.  A cash gift or a gift of ap-
preciated securities would be most welcomed and 
would be put to good use. I would like to acknowl-
edge the hard working members of the Foundation:
Jim Regan Mark Wilson, Patrick McKeever
Albert Spalding, Jerry Teagan and John Prost
     Thank you for helping grow the foundation so 
together, as a club, we can make a significant impact 
on others and support their good works.  Continue to 
Enjoy your Club, it truly is a gift to our Community.
    Marty McMillan
    Foundation President
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Golf News
Euchre Sub Club
     The euchre sub club continues 
to play at the Helm on Monday and 
Thursday 1pm to 4pm. Although we 
have to become a member of the Helm 
($48 per year), it is a small price to pay 
for such great surroundings and com-
fort. 
     This last week the "all alone" cham-
pion, Don Armbruster, was skunked. 
He is one heck of  a euchre player and 
a favorite of those who attend. Maybe 
he was feeling sorry for us wee mor-
tals. I don't think so. 
     Bill O'Keefe returned from his 
recent surgery and reports that all is 
well. Hopefully Milt Osgood will be 
returning to the table soon. We wish 
him well.

Bowling News
 Last year our Bowling League was 
suspended due to a lack of bowling
sites that were open because of the 

Covid restrictions.  
We want to resume bowling as soon
as it is permitted and have at least 

24 bowlers to create 6 teams or
possibly more.  

  We plan to bowl at Harbor Lanes
on 10 Mile and Jefferson on 

Wednesday or Thursday in late 
morning or early afternoon.  The 
timing remains to be worked out.
Please give Bob Vogler a call at 
313-882-9636 if you would like 
to bowl with us once we get the 

League reestablished.

     Summer has finally arrived and, along with the pro-
gression of the calendar, we are looking forward to 
two big events that will take place later in our golf sea-
son.
     On Wednesday, September 29, we will renew our 
two-man scramble competition against the Birming-
ham Senior Men’s Club.  It is a 9-hole event, hosted 
by Birmingham this year at Lincoln Hills Golf Club on 
14 Mile Rd. in Birmingham.  If you are interested in 
participating in this “grudge match” (as it is 
referred to by the Birmingham Club!)  please advise 
Ken Daher of the Grosse Pointe Golf Committee at 
313-881-6879 or kendaher@comcast.net.  The cost is 
$40 per golfer which will cover greens fee, cart, 
lunch and prize money. This competition against Bir-
mingham, which has been on hiatus for the past 
several years, is a fun, competitive event and provides 
the opportunity to interact with golfers from 
another Men’s Club as well as play golf on a highly 
rated course normally reserved for Birmingham 
residents only.  We need 18 golfers to field a full team, 
so please sign up ASAP, giving us enough time to 
assemble two-man teams based on handicaps, etc. 
     Secondly, we are happy to report that we will be 
able to hold our annual end-of-season Golf Banquet 
this year after having to cancel it in 2020 due to CO-
VID-19 restrictions.  Please note on your calendars 
Thursday, October 14. 2021 as the date of the banquet.  
Additional details will be provided in the future rela-
tive to how league members can register themselves 
and their guests for the banquet.  For now, just know 
that the banquet is “on” and will be held at the Barris-
ter Gardens on Harper Ave. in St. Clair Shores, with  a 
social hour starting at 6pm followed by dinner at 7pm.         
We hope all of our league members & their guests can 
make it to the banquet.  It’s always a great way to cap 
off our season!
     That’s it for now!  Hope everyone is having a great 
summer whether it is on the course or not!
   
    The Golf Committee 
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Patrick G. McKeever  
    313-719-7829 (C) Memorial

Name:    Arthur R. Molitar, DDS
  Photo at right
Died;         June 5, 2021   (91)
Born:      February 11, 1930
Joined:   May 28, 1997   (24)
Memorials: DLS Brother George Schol 

       arship Fund, Warren MI or Capuchin  
  Soup Kitchen  

                   

     

     Above is the photo Ed Benz snapped with Pres-
ident Jim Callahan presenting a recent speaker, Stu 
Alderman, the framed SMC seal for his office or 
home.  It was a great talk..  

Raffle Results
     At the following meetings, there was a Raffle, 
and the following were the Winners:

     May 11th  Jerry Teagan     $40
     May 25th  Tom Kneeshaw  $56
     June 8th       Willie Wyatt       $52
     June 22nd    Andy Cleek     $41
                         Mark Wise     $41

Come to our next meeting and take your chances!!  

     Also, a new raffle is being added:  There will 
be a drawing at the end of each luncheon for a 
free lunch at the next meeting.  The member 
chosen MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!!!

Membership Makes Mem-
ories
     Joining a great club is not just about 
great members, it’s about great memories 
you experience or talk about at the club 
luncheon or other functions. Last lun-
cheon, a dear friend whom I had not seen 
in a while, created a great memory when 
he gave me something special that he had, 
that my dad had passed his waywhen he 
a moment and memory I will not forget. 
This got me to thinking about other 
members of our club and special memories 
they had talked about or had experienced 
during our gatherings—how special they 
are. So, think about someone special that is 
a member and sit next to him next time—
or bring a friend and share with him some 
memories of The Men’s Club of Grosse 
Pointe. Never know, he may want to join 
and have a few fond memories too.
A Special Welcome to New Members— 
Jim Bonahoom and Dan Curis Also, it is 
with great pleasure that I announce that 
Jody Jennings has joined the Member-
ship Committee.  He will be writing 
a member profile each month—could be 
on a new member, a member with a unique 
story, a veteran, the member who has been 
a member the longest, the oldest member, 
the youngest member---just let Jody Jen-
nings know your ideas 1-313-886-8286 or 
Chip Rohde 1-313-259-1010. Love to have 
your ideas..

      Your Membership Committee—
Lee Thomas, Ed Wolking, Jody Jennings, 
Chip Rohde
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Jim Bonahoom 
The Membership Committee is pleased to introduce 
one of our newer members, James Bonahoom.  After

growing up in the area, Mr. Bonahoom went on to 
graduate from Xavier University in Ohio.  From 
there he earned an MBAfrom the University of 

Dayton.  
This background would one day be of value when 

he returned home to run the family business.  In 
1937, his family started Wolverine Meat Packing 

and Distributing Comapny, a company of 700 
employees.  In 1968, patriotism took hold, and he 

became an officer in the U.S. Army  and spent a year 
in Vietnam, retiring as a 1st Lieutenant.

After military service, Jim was married, raised three 
children and currently has nine grandchildren.  He 

enjoys the summers on his boat with his wife Marcia
and family on Walloon Lake.

     Ed Benz has arranged for a Special Event on 
July 9th...his  ever popular Detroit River Cruise.  
There are a number of changes in the details 
outlined in the June Newsletter.  We will meet at 
Sindbads at 11:00 to 11:30 for lunch on our own.  
There may be a shuttle from there to take us to 
Cullen Plaza for embarkation at 12:30, or we may 
have to carpool to the parking lot at 1340 Atwater 
St., the corner of Rivard and Atwater.  The cost of 
the boat ride is $13, payable on the boat.  The 
narrated cruise will go upriver to the Belle Isle 
Bridge, then down to the Ambassador Bridge and 
back. Call or email Ed with your plans to attend 
both lunch and the cruise.  Sindbad's and the 
Diamond Jack would like an estimate of attendees: 
efbenz@mac.com, 313-885-3618 (H), 313-549-
2113 (C)

     Captain Bill Hoey of Grosse Ile, founder 
of Diamond Jack’s River Tours was born in 
Ferndale, Michigan. As a youngster he spent 
summers at his uncle’s cottage in northern 
Canada, which nurtured his interest in boats. 
The great old steamboats that plied the Great 
Lakes captured Hoey’s imagination, and led to 
his decision to pursue a career in the maritime 
industry.
     In 1961, Hoey was working for the Fuller 
Marine Towing Co., which was owned by 
Elmer Dean and Warren Fuller. In 1964, Capt. 
Fuller retired and sold his business to Hoey. 
The business grew with the towing of salt and 
oil barges and with ship assistance — moving 
the giant Great Lakes freighters into and out of 
small areas. Success allowed Hoey to purchase 
more tugs, and at one point he ran a fleet of 14 
tugs. 
    In 1991, he purchased a 65 foot former 
Arnold Line Mackinac Island ferry, the Dia-
mond Jack, outfitted it as a sightseeing vessel, 
and launched Diamond Jack’s River Tours. The 
company’s two hour tours present highlights 
of the Detroit and Windsor, Ontario, Canada 
skylines, along with historical anecdotes about 
both cities. A big bonus of the tours is when a 
Great Lakes freighter blows her whistle as she 
glides by the Diamond Jack.
     The tour business has become a family ven-
ture. Bill’s daughter Patricia Hoey-Carrothers 
is now President. Patty’s husband, Steve, is a 
Captain and the Operations Coordinator.

Diamond Jack 
Information

Special Event 
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Henry Fischer  313-473-8625

   

The MC BIRTHDAY LIST for July
               Armbruster, Donald          27 - 93

       Attar, Paul A.                      30 - 85
       Babas, Robert G.                   21
       Bray, Eddie A.                     25
       Brooks, Louis                      29 - 80
       Buckley, David R.                    5
       Chavey, Russell                    27
       Chouinard, John E.                10
       Denner, Robert W.                  4
       Durno, John D.                    14 - 85
       Follis, Daniel                     19 - 84
       Gesell, Robert E                  27 - 80
       Halleen, Russell G.                4 - 88
       Higbee, Edward                     11 - 94
       Hynes, J. Robert                   11 - 89
       Katulic, Joseph J.                 27
       Mc Grail, John W.                   3
       Mc Millan, Steve                    3
       

       Mokray, Ken                        7
       Montagne, Lionel                  28 - 101
       Nelson, John                      28 - 94
       Odell, James A.                 29
       Partridge, Gerald J.              9
       Perkins, Dennis                   21 - 80
       Rooney, William J.                     22 - 88
       Ruthenberg, Lester                     17 - 81
       Sarnecki, Joseph C.                    22
       Solomon, George W.                  15 - 90
       Thomas, Leland M.                    15
       Tranchida, Peter J.               19 - 83
       Williams, James P.                30 - 90

       A Total of  31 BIRTHDAYS in JULY    
 with 17  Birthdays 80 & OVER   
 and again 1 over 100!!

June 22nd Speaker:  Peggy Hayes from the Helm
     
      The Helm, formerly Services for 
Older Citizens, is a non profit organiza-
tion with a plethora of programs and ser-
vices for the community.  During the pan-
demic, most went virtual or cut down on 
the partiipants. The Meals on Wheels program 
changed to 5 frozen meals being delivered 
weekly rather than every weekday; there is a 
medical loan closet with 850 pieces of equip-
ment;  the daily lunch was shut down, but was 
turned into carry out;  the AARP Tax Program 
continued;  the Helm bus, PAATS is still trav-
elling around town (see the article on page 9);  
there are loans of puzzles and books for shut 
ins; the Helm website has exercise programs;  
they offer Medicare sign up and counselling 
during the annual enrollment times; there is 

medical escort service with drivers to doctor ap-
pointments.   
     With the pandemic restrictions winding down, 
The Helm hopes to be back to normal...or near 
normal.
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The Readers David Morrow  313-640-9756

Lives Laid Away (August Snow # 2)
  

     Lives Laid Away is the second in the August 
Snow series of crime novels by Stephen Mack 
Jones, a Michigan poet, playwright, and novelist. 
He has won the Nero Award, the Hammett Prize 
for Crime Fiction and a Kresge Arts in Detroit 
Literary Fellowship and was a Finalist for 
the Shamus Award and the CWA Ian Fleming 
Steel Dagger Award. The first book in the series, 
titled  August Snow was a Strand Magazine Crit-
ics Awards Best First Novel Nominee and a 2018
Michigan Notable Book. The third book in the 
series,  Dead of Winter was recently released.   
      The character August Snow grew up in 
Detroit’s Mexicantown as the son of a Mexican 
mother and an African American father. Like his 
father, Snow became a Detroit cop, but not until 
he had served as a Marine sniper in Afghanistan. 
Snow was wrongfully discharged for investigat-
ing a corrupt Detroit mayor and police officers. 
After being awarded $12 million in his lawsuit 
against the city, Snow travelled overseas before 
returning to his family home in Detroit, finding it 
empty after the loss of both of his parents. In  
Lives Laid Away, he is busy buying and renovat-
ing houses on his block when he is asked to look 
into the death of a young woman who jumped 
from the  Ambassador Bridge dressed as Marie 
Antoinette. He soon finds himself embroiled in a 
sex trafficking ring that preys on undocumented 
immigrants and may involve ICE. 
     Snow’s investigations take him to the colorful 
side of Detroit and its environs, including biker 
bars, various clubs and restaurants, a hip-hop 
recording studio and even the Port of Detroit. 
     As in his other books, Jones’ description of 
well- known restaurants, Mexican dishes and 
soul food could be a problem for hungry readers. 
August Snow leans on contacts with the Detroit 
Police and the FBI as well as both the Mexican 
American and African American communities for 
help in following the many clues that ultimately 
lead to the highest echelons of government.       
     Despite death threats and violent attacks, he 

attempts to protect his community.

The Readers enjoyed the snappy dialogue and the 
humor that Jones brings to a somewhat dark 
tale. The local color and Detroit settings added to the 
appeal. We recommend this book as escapist summer 
reading, and we gave it a 4 out of 5-star rating. 

     Our next meeting of the Readers is on July 20th  at 
5 pm when we will discuss  The Tsarina's Lost 
Treasure: Catherine the Great, a Golden Age Mas-
terpiece, and a Legendary Shipwreck  by Gerald 
Easter and Mara Vorhees, Roy Vorhees' daughter.      

     
     We will meet at the home of David Morrow at 
244 McMillan (corner of Charlevoix), Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Please RSVP to 313-640-9756. Feel free to 
attend whether or not you have read the book, as our 
conversations frequently wander to other topics.    
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  The Men's Club extends good wishes for 
the recovery of all members who are 

confined by illness.  We miss you!  Please advise  
Art Stefanski, above, if you have additions or 
changes about any ill members..   Cards are sent 
to confined members as we become aware of their 
illnesses or their confinement.  Many request that 
their names not be published in this space. 

Membership Application
 Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

A Social, Educational and Recreational Club 
for Men Over 55 Years of Age or Retired

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Badge Nick Name________________________

Street Address______________________________________________________________________

City & State: __________________________________ Zip Code: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __       

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: (______) ____________________         Cell Phone: (______) ____________________

Birth Date: ____/____/_____        Spouse/Significan Other_________________________

Working__________Retired_________________ 

Current or Prev. Occupation & Affiliation: _________________________________________________

Military Service_____________________Service Dates  From_____________To___________________

Hobbies: __________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________

One or More Sponsors 

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Please return completed Membership Application with check in the amount of $40.00 payable to 
     MC of  Grosse Pointe, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
 .
Mail application and check to      SMC Membership Chairman, Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
                                                     32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236-3726 

Or email completed application to: seniormensclubofgp@gmail.com

Arthur T. Stefanski 
586-292-4675 (C)

        PAATS, for a limited time, is driving residents of the Pointes 
and Harper Woods, FREE OF CHARGE, from their residence to 
the Helm and our meetings at Fishbone's in St Clair Shores... All 
the member needs to do is call no later than the Friday before our 
meeting to make a reservation at 313 343-2580 or 313 394-9712. 
The shuttle will pick the member up at his home and then deliver 
the member back home after the meeting is concluded. This col-
laboration between the Helm, PAATS and the Club is extraordinary. 
        Please take advantage of this service. It is of course limited to 
those members who are afflicted with a disability and should not be 
abused. 

Need a Ride?
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