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Message from the President

                

March 10, 2020 

                     David Silver 
   Detroit Horse Power

March 24, 2020
      Ned Staebler, President and 
CEO of Tech Town Detroit

            

     For this month's newsletter, I want to discuss 
some ideas that I believe will strengthen the club 
over the long term.  We are a volunteer organiza-
tion. Membership is voluntary. The officers and 
the board who put in additional time and energy 
to organize things do so on a voluntary basis. Our 
foundation board are volunteers.  No organization 
of this type can survive without people pitching in 
and helping.  Why do we do this?  Because we all 
want to create activities and friendships that will be 
beneficial to our lives as we grow older. Opportuni-
ties to learn, have fun, enjoy athletic pursuits, share 
activities and make new friendships are what the 
club is about.
     During the past year and into 2020 the board 
and the officers have made great strides to bring 
in a wider variety of lunch speakers, encourage 
a more welcoming and informal atmosphere for 
existing members and encourage new people to 
join.  Organizations such as ours must compete for 

people's time and at-
tention.  In order to do 
so effectively we need 
new people to step up 
and take board, officer 
and committee roles.  So 
once again I am putting 
out call for volunteers 
for secretary, mailing 
committee chairman and 
technology assistance.        
      All these 
positions are geared to help the clubs  administrative 
and communication efforts to run effectively.  We 
are exploring the creation of a truly coed organiza-
tion decades after many universities and private clubs 
have taken this step.  The board is examining the cost 
structure to both spend money effectively and wisely 
to the benefit of all.  We are a non-profit organization 
that has accumulated reserves over time.  However, 
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  Arthur T. Stefanski 
    586-292-4675 (C)

  The Senior Men's Club extends good wishes 
for the recovery of all members who are 

confined by illness.  We miss you!  Please advise 
Joe Schneider or Art Stefanski, above, if you 
have additions or changes about any ill members..   
Cards are sent to confined members as we become 
aware of their illnesses or their confinement.  
Many request that their names not be published in 
this space. 

Membership Application
 Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

A Social, Educational and Recreational Club 
for Men Over 55 Years of Age or Retired

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Badge Nick Name________________________

Street Address______________________________________________________________________

City & State: __________________________________ Zip Code: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __       

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: (______) ____________________         Cell Phone: (______) ____________________

Birth Date: ____/____/_____        Spouse/Significan Other_________________________

Working__________Retired_________________ 

Current or Prev. Occupation & Affiliation: _________________________________________________

Military Service_____________________Service Dates  From_____________To___________________

Hobbies: __________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________

One or More Sponsors 

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Please return completed Membership Application with check in the amount of $35.00, (add $10 if you   
  want an MC Lapel Pin) payable to MC of Grosse Pointe

the best way to keep in a strong position is to grow 
our membership. So. I ask you all to take responsibil-
ity for bringing in new members. 

     Finally, as a 60 year old organization with deep 
roots to the community I would like all to consider 
ways to give back to the community.  Financial is one 
way, but volunteering to help others gives meaning 
and purpose to our lives and again I would ask for 
suggestions and ways in which the club can support 
you in these activities.

    Ken Mokray, President
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   Details have been finalized for the Men’s Club of 
Grosse Pointe Golf League’s Opening Day breakfast 
and golf on April 20, 2020.  The venue will be the St. 
Clair Shores Country Club (SCS), 22185 Masonic 
Blvd., St. Clair Shores, MI, phone: 586-294-2000.  
Doors will open at 7:00 am, breakfast will be served 
at 7:45 am and golf will follow (weather permitting) 
beginning at 8:45 am.  Please note that there will be  
NO SHOTGUN START .  However, SCS has blocked 
off tee times for our league starting at 8:45 am.  In 
order to secure a tee time during the blocked off pe-
riod of time on Opening Day, you must SCHEDULE 
YOUR TEE TIME WITH THE SCS PROSHOP 
BY APRIL 13, 2020.  After April 13th , SCS will 
open up tee times to the general public.  Men’s Club 
golfers can begin scheduling their tee times beginning 
March 9th  by calling SCS at the phone number listed 
above.  Identify yourself as a member of the Grosse 
Pointe Men’s Club and that you will be participating 
in Opening Day on April 20th .  If no one answers 
at SCS when you call (things are still pretty slow at 
Michigan golf courses this time of year), leave a mes-
sage and someone from SCS will call you back.

     Three financial details:  1. Greens fees for Open-
ing Day are expected to be $24 for 18 holes with 
cart, paid directly to SCS.  2. Breakfast will cost $12, 
paid in cash to the Golf Committee on Opening Day.  
3.Last, but not least, dues for membership need to be 
paid in order for golfers to participate in the league’s 
Opening Day festivities.  The cost of league mem-
bership is $50 and can be paid by check payable to 
“SMC Golf League” and mailed to:Mark Jahnke, 7 
Fairlake Ln., Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236.  Rep-
resentatives of the Golf Committee will also be in 
attendance at the Men’s Club luncheons through 
Opening Day, accepting payments for league mem-
bership.  And, remember, all golfers who register 
for membership by April 13th  qualify for a raffle 
in which two (2) winners will each receive a dozen 
Strixon Q-Star Tour golf balls!

     That’s it for now! Hoping for blue skies, sunshine 
and a little warmth for Opening Day.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone there!
       Reported by The Golf Committee

Golf News MC Luncheon Speaker: 
     Our luncheon speaker on February 11th was Dr. M. 
Roy Wilson, the President of Wayne State University 
since 2013. Dr. Wilson has had an illustrious career 
since graduating from Harvard Medical School. He has 
served was dean of the School of Medicine and vice 
president for health sciences at Creighton University, 
president of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center, chancellor of the University of Colorado Den-
ver/Anschutz Medical Campus and chair of the Board 
of Directors of University of Colorado Hospital. Prior 
to joining Wayne State, Dr. Wilson served as deputy 
director for strategic scientific planning and program 
coordination at the National Institute on Minority Health 
and Health Disparities (NIMHD) of the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH).Immediately prior to joining NIH, 
Dr. Wilson chaired the Board of Directors of Charles R. 
Drew University of Medicine and Science and was act-
ing president during part of that time.
     Dr. Wilson addressed the history of Wayne State and 
a number of myths about higher education. Wayne State 
was founded as a hospital and medical school more than 
150 years ago by five doctors returned from the Civil 
War. Today WSU consists of 13 schools and colleges of-
fering nearly 350 programs to more than 27,000 gradu-
ate and undergraduate students. It is one of the top 60 
public research universities in the US. Although some 
think that universities cost taxpayers too much money, 
Dr. Wilson described how WSU returns far more to the 
city and state than it receives. More than 75% of its 
275,000 graduates remain in Michigan, creating jobs and 
adding to the economy. It is also a myth that the campus 
is dangerous. With its own security force, it is one of the 
safest campuses in the country, and many Midtown busi-
ness rely on their officers. Since 2009, crime in Midtown 
has decreased by 59%.
      Another myth is that college students today are 
“snowflakes” who aren’t ready for the real world. Dr. 
Wilson’s experience is the opposite. He described the 
WSU Med-Direct program, where students are admitted 
to both undergraduate school and medical school, with 
full scholarships and a year abroad. Even with a scholar-
ship, many of them have to get a job to send money to 
their parents. More than 80% of WSU students work. 
WSU students also serve others in a variety of programs. 
Street Medicine Detroit connects medical students with 
the homeless. Other programs have resulted in 97,000 
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 Choral Group News
Patrick G. McKeever  
    313-719-7829 (C)

Memorials
Name:     James R. Lemen, Jr.
Died:       February 2, 2020   (89)
Born:       January 11, 1931
Joined:     August 26, 1999   (20)

Name:     William R. Listman
Died:       February 12, 2020   (81)
Born:       August 30, 1938
Joined:     March 10, 2009    (10)

    Remember that there is a Special Event coming up 
ion March 12:   A Trip to the DIA for a lecture on 
Shipwrecks...A small bus will leave from the War 
Memorial at noon, with the lecture at 1:00 pm.  Ed Benz 
has all the details.  There is no cost to the trip, as it is 
sponsored by the DIA, part of the millage vote some 
years ago. Ed Benz will take your calls at 313-885-6318
There may not be any room left, but you can still attend 
the lecture.  

 PS:  If the Newsletter Editor can make a political pitch, 
vote for the millage renewal at the March 10th elections.

Special Event Trip

community service hours provided in the last 10 years by 
WSU students.
     Dr. Wilson critiqued the myth that tenured college pro-
fessors have a cushy job that requires no work, although 
he did say that it happens sometimes. Five years ago, 
WSU started a program to remove tenure from those that 
were abusing it. Some faculty members did lose tenure, 
while others decided to resign to avoid embarrassment.
     Dr. Wilson addressed criticism of university research 
which some feel is impractical. He cited basic research 
projects that have had enormous practical benefits, such 
as drugs for AIDS and car safety research. Other myths, 
including that a four-year degree is no longer a good in-
vestment given the need for workers in the skilled trades, 
were rebutted by Dr. Wilson. He also cited Wayne State’s 
high social mobility index that compares the graduation 
rate of schools that enroll disadvantaged students. Among 
US universities, WSU has one of the largest increases in 
graduation rate over the last six years. Last year, Wayne 
State won the IEP Talent award from the Association of 
Public and Land-Grant Universities, recognizing exem-
plary initiatives in education and workforce development.
Dr. Wilson's photo is on the MC Website, as is another 
Speaker Report from Feb. 25th.
   Reported by David Morrow

 
 Veterans Day at Helm

     We have been doing some exciting medleys 
recently including The Best of My Fair Lady and a 
group of Irving Berlin tunes, heard at the last MC 
meeting.  We are currently working on and look-
ing forward to a pile of Irish music for St. Patrick's 
day,  a group of train related songs, and a medley 
of Johnny Cash music.  The choir meets for re-
hearsal  every Tuesday from 9:30 to 11:00  includ-
ing days of the regularly scheduled  Men's Club 
meetings. If you like to sing, join us for a weekly 
good time and fellowship.  No need to be able to 
read music.  If you want additional information 
contact Jerry Partridge 313-300-4499.
       
        Reported by Harry Thomalla

Name:     Harry G. Constant, Sr.
Died:       January 21, 2020   (92)
Born:       April 1, 1927
Joined:     October 26, 1999   (20)
Memorials:  Smiletrain or National WWII 
   Museum
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The Readers David Morrow  313-640-9756 
Jack Cobau  313-885-1650

The Reading List

The Survivor: A Novel Based on a 
True Holocaust Survivor
 by Marcel Moring 
     Our February book, The Survivor: A Novel Based 
on a True Holocaust Survivor by Marcel Moring, tells 
the story of Dr. Felix Zandman (1928-2011), who lived 
in Grodno in north-eastern Poland at the beginning 
of World War II. Grodno had a population of about 
50,000, of which about half were Jewish. The Nazis 
herded them into two ghettos, but in late 1942, they 
liquidated the ghettos and sent all the Jews to concen-
tration camps. A few escaped the roundup, including 
Zandman, then 14, his uncle and a couple who were 
friends of his uncle. They fled into the woods, reach-
ing a summer cabin owned by Felix’s grandmother but 
occupied by her former maid and her family. She took 
them in, first in an external potato cellar and then help-
ing them dig a shallow pit below a bedroom. The pit 
was only wide enough for the four of them to lay side 
by side in the dark. A tube was led outside to provide 
some air, and the floorboards above were covered 
by some blankets and the bed. Once a day, the maid 
brought some bread, water and sometimes a potato, 
removed the slop bucket, and replaced the floorboards. 
Amazingly, they were able to survive for 17 months be-
fore the Russians drove the Germans out of the area in 
1944. Felix eventually emigrated to France, graduated 
from university and obtained a PhD in physics from the 
Sorbonne. He worked as an electronics researcher for 
several companies in France and the US before found-
ing his own company in the US in 1962. Today, Vishay 
Intertechnology has more than 22,000 workers around 
the world and a market capitalization of $3 billion. 

     The book is written in a series of short chapters, al-
ternating between Felix’s life before the escape and his 
life after the war. The time in the pit is grim, but the oc-
cupants talk quietly, change positions every two hours, 
and try not to be overwhelmed by despair. Felix’s time 
after the war, in contrast, is a story of business success 
and prosperity, but accompanied by nightmares and 

an unwillingness to talk about the war. He kept 
in touch with the maid, her husband and the five 
children who lived in the cabin while four Jews 
hid in the pit, knowing that if the Germans ever 
found them both the Jews and the Catholic family 
that sheltered them would be shot or hung imme-
diately. Felix had to deal with his desire to avenge 
the other 40 members of his extended family that 
were exterminated, but eventually he chose love 
and forgiveness. Late in his life, he nominated 
the maid and her husband for a place on Israel’s 
Righteous Among the Nations list of non-Jews 
who risked their lives during the Holocaust to save 
Jews from extermination by the Nazis.

     The Readers found the book easy to read and 
of enough interest to continue reading to the end. 
The book was so simply written that several of us 
thought it was a Young Adult volume. We rated 
it 3 stars out of five, and might recommend it to 
those readers, especially younger readers, with an 
interest in the Holocaust.

     Our next meeting of the Readers is on March 
17th at 5 pm when we will discuss August Snow 
by Stephen Mack Jones, a recipient of the pres-
tigious Kresge Arts in Detroit Literary Fellow-
ship. This crime novel is set in Detroit and Grosse 
Pointe and was called by the Wall Street Journal 
“[A] witty, mayhem-packed first novel.” We will 
meet at the home of Joe Schneider, 76 Lochmoor-
Blvd, Grosse Pointe Shores.   RSVP to Joe at 
(313) 882-3156.
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Raffle 
Winners

Henry Fischer  313-473-8625

           
February 11, 2020     John Prost  $50
              Mark Wilson  $50
         
February 25, 2020    Henry Fischer  $50

   

Mike Ryan 586-256-9207

All members and guests are welcome at our  
semi-monthly meetings. Please remember 

to sign up in advance at our lunch meetings. 
Call in to make any additions or changes in your 

reservation. Print your names clearly on the atten-
dance record, and record your badge number.

The Next MeetiNgs are oN March 10 
aNd March 24. Your telephone calls or emails to 
gpmcattendance@gmail are important by Monday, 
the day preceding the meeting, if  your plans change.  
This means everyone eats on time. 

Attendance
Call anyone on the following Attendance Committee, 
or email as suggested below:

Mike Ryan
Steven Chan
Ken Maleitzke
Marty McMillan 

gpmcttendance@gmail.com

(586) 256-9207
(313) 885-3538
(313) 343-6476
(313) 550-9661
 email changes       

   

       Bennett, Lawrence M.       28 - 96
       Berger, Carl E.             10 - 91
       Cohan, Martin E.             4
       Cruger, Harold E.            2 - 87
       Deisler, Richard J.         18 - 92
       Dewulf, Donald L.            2 - 88
       Dunham, Scott Paul          18
       Foerster, Joe               11 - 92
       Friesen, William W.         24 - 81
       Gargaro, Gene               29
       Gibbs, Philip                5
       Gilmore, James F.           11
       Giovan, William J.          19 - 84
       Goosen, Edward              19 - 81
       Harvey, James               28
       Hill, John J.               16 - 100
       Jennings, David G.          19 - 90
       Krause, Theodore J.         29 - 85
       Leibbrand, Keith A.         20 - 96
       Lilly, George S.            28 - 90
       Litt, Michael P.             4
       Magreta, Ralph J.           1                               

        
       Mann, Gary                12
       Mc Millan, Francis W.      10 - 82
       Meyers, John H.             20 - 92
       Murphy, Robert E.           13 - 82
       Oyama, Mark                 14
       Pantos, Theodore C.         10 - 89
       Prisbe, Roger               17
       Pugliesi, Angelo             2 - 90
       Roberts, Tom                 4
       Smith, Gordon W.               6
       Snyder, John S.             28
       Stadler, David              31 - 80
       Stocker, Terry              17 - 80
       Walker, Joseph J.           18 - 87
       Walsh, Christopher M.      23 - 83
       Werenski, Robert P.                    4 - 80
       Williams, John E.           24 - 98
       Wilson, Mark K.              2
       Wittwer, Alfred P.          22 - 95

       A Total of  41   BIRTHDAYS in MARCH  with             
 26  Birthdays 80 & Over 

MC BIRTHDAY LIST for March 2020
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MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAYWEDNESDAY

SMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS

   
     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   11:45am   BOWLING

        

    

 9:00am  BILLIARDS
11:45am   BOWLING

March 10 March 12 March 13

March 2 March 3 March 4 March 5 March 6

March 16 March 17 March 19 March 20

March 23 March 24 March 25 March 26 March 27

March 30

April 6 April 7 `  April 9 April 10

  10:00am  TENNIS
  11:00am  BILLIARDS
  12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
              Rod Guest's House 
    

   
   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               Rod Guest's House 

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               Rod Guest's House 

       10:00am  TENNIS
  11:00am  BILLIARDS
  12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
    (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               Rod Guest's House

     10:00am  TENNIS 
      11:00am  BILLIARDS
      12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
         (CONTRACT BRIDGE
               Rod Guest's House 
         
    

                =     
      10:00am  TENNIS 
      11:00am  BILLIARDS
     12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE
               Rod Guest's House    
 

  
   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   

   
   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                                   
        

   
   10:00am  TENNIS 
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   
   

   
   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   

   
   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
    
                    

   
   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   

  

  
   9:00am  BILLIARDS
 11:45am   BOWLING

   12:00 TRIP TO DIA ON  
          THEIR BUS          

     9:00am  BILLIARDS 
11:45am   BOWLING
    
 

     
       9:00am  BILLIARDS  
     11:45am   BOWLING  

     

     10:00am  TENNIS
         

      
     10:00am  TENNIS
     

    

      
      10:00am  TENNIS
            
    
     

March 2, 2020 to April 10, 2020

       
        9:30am  CHORAL GROUP  
      10:00am  INVEST SUB 
      11:00am  MC MEETING
       1:00pm  EUCHRE GAME     
        

     ST PATRICK'S DAY
  
  9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

  5:00pm  THE READERS
   
  

     10:00am  TENNIS

    10:0am  TENNIS
        

      

   10:00am  TENNIS
  
      

  
 8:45am MAIL NEWSLETTER
 9:30am  CHORAL GROUP 

     
      9:00am  BILLIARDS 
    11:45am   BOWLING  
 

    

March 31 April 1 April 2 April 3

March 11
   9:00am BOARD MEETiNG
   9:30am  CHORAL GROUP   
 11:00am MC MEETING
   1:00pm  EUCHRE GAME    
    
   

March 18

March 9

 
  
  9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
   

    
                        

8:45am MAIL NEWSLET-
TER   
   9:30am  CHORAL GROUP   
  

      April 8
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