
Welcome from Club President Chris Walsh 

 

WELCOME to the Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe (SMC)! 

There are multiple reasons that make SMC enjoyable. 

The primary driver is camaraderie. The opportunity to share a meal and stories with old friends 

and meet new ones with a common background and interests, particularly at our age, is unique. 

I also encourage you to introduce yourself to someone you haven’t met and talk to him about 

your background, you may discover similar interests. We all have a wonderful opportunity every 

lunch to expand our horizons. 

The luncheons are a consistent source of entertainment and the speakers at the lunches are an 

added benefit for new information and awareness. Often, we are surprised at the depth of 

content, even with familiar topics. It is a tribute to our venue that some speakers come back 

multiple times. The questions reflect a high degree of interest and at times provide another 

perspective. 

We can’t say enough about the choir that entertains us at every lunch. I can speak from 

personal experience to relate how much work Gerry Partridge, our choir director, Louise 

Veltri, their accompanist, and the choir members put in to make their renditions so special. 

Their performance each meeting adds another dimension to the entertainment value of each 

lunch. 

The SMC lunches are flavorful and varied. The War Memorial Executive Chef Natalie Tarnavksy 

leads the culinary staff and we are pleased to have her. 

The club is reaching out to the community with two programs that enable all club members to 

help others. The First is “Share the Talent”, which offers a new opportunity for SMC members 

to provide information and career advice to students at Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe 

South High Schools This is a voluntary program that offers mutual benefits to the SMC 

members and the participants. We will organize a series of panels, each panel composed of 

three SMC members who share a common profession, such as, engineering, medicine, law, etc. 

and students interested in that area. Secondly, we have initiated the Senior Men’s Club of 

Grosse Pointe Foundation, which provides financial support to community organizations that 

are involved with helping the elderly, promoting good health, and supporting education. 

I would certainly be remiss if I didn’t mention the special events committee. John Klobuchar 

will take over for Jim Callahan, who is taking 2nd VP duties. Like everything else in SMC, a 

tremendous amount of time is required to make these events successful. Thanks, Jim, for a 

great job. 

Another great advantage of if SMC is the variety of the 11 sub clubs that range from The 

Readers book club to Golf and Tennis. 

What are the advantages of the Senior Men’s Club? The answer is a combination of all of the 

above and we should be appreciative that so many individuals are so committed to making SMC 

so interesting for all of us. 


