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The Senior Men’s Club is plan-
ning a Grand Tour!    
Gentlemen and ladies, how would you like to 
have a grand vacation?   You can do this right 
here as members and guests of the SMCGP 
with what we are metaphorically calling “The 
Senior Men’s Club Grand Tour”. Starting with 
breakfast on the Riviera (Actually it is Break-
fast with the Ladies in the Crystal Ballroom 
of the GPWM overlooking Lake St. Clair on 
April 29 ) we will fly to New York to attend 
a play on Broadway (Well, a great show here 
at the Grosse Pointe Theater:  Les Miserables 
on May 15 in the Fries Auditorium). While in 
New York we can visit Yankee Stadium for 
a Major League baseball game (Would the 
Detroit Tigers at Comerica Park do?; tenta-
tively scheduled for a June 18 afternoon game 
against the Royals). Included as a part of this 
special Tour package is that long anticipated 
cruise on the Mediterranean (The water will 
be just as blue on the boat cruise on Lake St. 
Clair in late July or early August with a stop 
for dinner). Other interesting side trips may be 
planned, but tour organizers would like to keep 
those as surprises. To orient and involve our 
newest SMC members as well as all members 
of SMC, another fellowship breakfast will be 
scheduled for September in the GPWM Crys-
tal Ballroom . To culminate our Grand Tour 
we will celebrate the beginning of the holiday 
season with a visit to England and a chance 
to be joined by royalty at Downton Abbey 
(Actually it will be a Grand Dinner Party on 
December 14, 2014 in the GPWM Crystal 
Ballroom, rather than Highclere Castle, as 

Lady Grantham was un-
available). Our program 
planning committee is 
doing its part. Now it is 
up to you (and the ladies) 
to take full advantage of 
the fellowship, fun and 
festivities that define the 
SMC. Details of upcom-
ing events begin with 
this March Newsletter 
and the Newsletters that 
follow. Make your reser-
vations early and join the 
Grand Tour Ed Rowady
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Alan was born and raised a city boy living 
in Chicago, Illinois for the first eight years of 
his life.    He moved to Pentwater, Michigan 
for the next eight years and lived as a farm 
boy.  He finished high school in Muskegon, 
Michigan.

  
He attended college in Mt. Pleasant 

and then graduated from the University of 
Michigan where he met his wife Emma in 
the school cafeteria.  They married in 1961.  
Alan and Emma returned to Muskegon,  
where Alan taught high school mathematics 
and chemistry at his alma mater Muskegon 
High School.  After six years of teaching, 
they  moved to Grosse Pointe Farms. Alan 
began working at Hackett Brass learning the 
foundry business. Still in the foundry busi-
ness at Hackett Brass, Alan says he is still 
learning.  The week after moving to Grosse 
Pointe, the 1967 riots occurred in Detroit.  
His Muskegon friends said “Detroit rioted 
because they found out you lived in the 
area.”

Alan and Emma have four children that 
live in four different cities.  Scott in Holland 
Michigan, Nancy in Ann Arbor, Marcia in 
San Francisco and Lucas in Grosse Pointe 
Park.

The Wrights enjoy tennis, cards, and are 
avid U of M football fans.  They host a tail-
gate at every home game that often includes 
up to 70 people.  They also enjoy their sum-
mer cottage in nearby Lake Orion.

Travel has consisted of visiting friends 
and grandchildren in the United States.  
Some friends have relocated around the 
world taking them to other continents.

Alan donates time to the Kiwanis Club 
of Detroit in their Books for Kids program 
that provides free books for most school in 
metropolitan Detroit..  He is past moderator 
of Grosse Pointe Congregational Church and 
has been active on several committees at the 
church over the years.  Alan has also recent-
ly served on the SMC Board of Directors.

  Senior Men's Club       
Profile of the Month
    Alan Wright

Program Chairman - Charles Rutherford

March 11, 2014

       Charles W. Davis, Jr
  Education at H Ford's One Room Schoolhouse

March 25, 2014
                      Ms.Michele Hodges
      The New Belle Isle - The Gem in the River

April 8, 2014

          Dr. Philip Hessburg, Ophthalmologist
  On Blindness

April 22, 2014
       Grosse Pointe War Memorial Closed
  No Meeting
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Bob DuMouchelle discussed the value of a large 
range of artifacts, ranging from sculpture to paint-
ings, to jewelry, china and crystal. For example, a 
rare 1937 Martin guitar sold for $51,000 in January 
of 2012. Purchasers look at condition, rarity and for 
what is in favor at the time of acquisition.
    Silver is a hot market.  Formed silver value relates 
to troy ounce melt down value.  Clients frequently 
ask a piece's weight in troy ounces.  A Gorham piece 
consisting of gold applied to silver produced in 1881 
sold for $28,000. When the stock market is down Du 
Mouchelle's business in gold and silver items increas-
es. Some attractive pieces are melted down due to the 
high market.
    Rarity adds to value.  A small Renee La Lique 
clear frosted glass art deco molded item sold for 
$40,500.  Know who is dusting the shelves!
    Value inverses as supply drops.  A small chip ef-
fects value.  Moving households frequently results in 
accidents. Caution pays.
    China is a strong market, particularly Chinese piec-
es such as Ming dynasty porcelain  and white jade. 
Residents of China frequent the gallery regularly.  A 
recent sale was shipped (carefully) 200 miles north of 
Beijing to the buyer's home. 
    Modernistic lighting pieces from the 50's, 60's and 
70's are very popular today. 
    Marshall Frederick's paintings (a local artist) are 
increasing in value.  He had a studio at the Scarab 
Club.  The Mott family built him a museum at the 
Saginaw State University campus where his fountain 
pieces can be seen,
    Colored stones are strong.  The Gemology Institute 
of America is conservative and quotes by carats.  A 
3.19 carat vivid canary diamond recently sold for 
$60,000.  Interestingly, above a carat prices drop, 
above 2 and 3  carats prices increase proportionately.  
Have a good gemologist!

    Paintings and their values are interesting.  For ex-
ample, a Dutch hunting scene.  When Bob was asked 
"Did he price by the number of setters hunting?"  Bob 
replied affirmatively. "They sell so much a dog."  
"Three dogs" went for $50,000.  Some traditional 
paintings have dropped in price, although a British 
painter, Elsey, had a painting of a young girl with a 
puppy which was thought would sell for $10,000, but 
sold for $30,000.
    Markets are volatile with different components 
moving in separate cycles.  Thaluton pearls and dia-
monds were popular in the 80's and 90's yet by 2000 
had run their course.  They are now back. A Chinese 
porcelain incense burner without a lid included sold 
to a Chinese citizen for $50,000.  An American flag 
in a box (produced until 1882) was purchased at a 
house sale for $50.00.  There were 35 stars on the flag.  
Michigan was the 35th state admitted to the Union. In 
March of 2013 the flag sold for $23,500!  A French 
street scene by Cortez was similarly acquired.  It was 
in fine shape and condition.  It was cleaned and sold 
for $95,000.
    What's popular?  Montague Dawson, well known 
chronicler of the sea.  A recent painting of sailing ves-
sels sold for $105,000 with multiple prospective own-
ers disappointed.  Jade and silver signed pieces are 
popular, as are signed watercolors.  A Calder recently 
sold for $50,000.  Another jade piece, in perfect condi-
tion, 9" tall, went back to China, selling for $55,000.
    Bob's presentation was fascinating and his knowl-
edge of DuMouchelle's offerings impressive. They 
ship worldwide with 20-30 staff members servicing 
telephone bidders.

       Investment Seminar -                                      
          January 20, 2014
  
  Speaker: Robert DuMouchelle
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After 44 games of bowling, the 1st Half Win-
ner was determined when the team of George 
Hathaway, Oscar Kanan, Russ Leone and 
Roger Le Clerc bested the team of Ray De-
Meulemeester, Al La Turno, Mike Bellovich 
and Glenn Peters.by winning game three of 
the series.  The Champs were 93 pins over 
average for their series while the 2nd place 
finishers were 56 pins over average for their 
series but had won the first game 825 to 810 
and the second game 894 to 852.

The Champions came on strong to win the 
3rd and final game 831 to 737.

The men bowl at Harbor Lanes on Jefferson 
just north of 10 Mile Road on Thursdays 
starting at 12 noon.  Subs are always needed 
and if interested please contact Glenn Peters 
(884-3479) or any other bowler.  

There are 16 weeks left to enjoy getting 
together with fellow GPSMC members.  We 
bowl for fun and do enjoy the competition. 

 Averages range from 193 to 116 with several 
guys over 90 and many more over 80.
 
The high game so far is 257 by Mike Fried, 
2nd high of 247 by Jim Mayer and Bob Vo-
gler.  The high series is 699 by Mike Fried, 
2nd high of 639 by Jim Mayer and 3rd high by 
Jim Swad.  

The Team high game is 943 by Bill Kuzel, 
Bob Waters, Gene Stover and Mike Fried.  
2nd Team high game is 939 by Ray DeMeule-
meester, Al LaTurno, Mike Bellovich and 
Glenn Peters.   3rd Team high game is 933 by 
Ray Dresden, Phil D'Agostino, Frank Nucci 
and Del Harkenrider.  Team High series is 
2732 by Bill Kuzel, Bob Waters, Gene Stover 
and Mike Fried.  2nd Team High series is 2707 
by Ray DeMeulemeester, Al LaTurno, Mike 
Bellovich and Glenn Peters.  3rd Team High 
series is 2639 by Denny Rasch, Mickey Mi-
kula, Tom Kneeshaw and Jim Swad.  

Come join the fun. 
 

                            Bowling NewS

Salvatore (Sam) Ciaramitaro   
(313-882-9279)

Get  Well

  The Senior Men's Club extends good wishes for the recovery of all members who are confined by 
illness.  We miss you!  Please advise Sam Ciaramitaro, at (313) 882-9279  or Bill Kamm  at (313)  

884-5542 if you have additions or changes.     Cards are sent to confined members as we become aware of 
their illnesses.  Many request that their names not be published in this space.
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New Member  Badge Name Home Phone Sponsors
Address  Cell Phone Hobbies 
  Spouse  Current/Former Firm   
  Birthday e-Mail 

Jack H. Williams   313-886-7813

Attendance
All members and guests are welcome at our  

semi-monthly meetings. Please remember to 
sign up in advance at our lunch meetings. 

Call in to make any additions or changes in your 
reservation. Print your names clearly on the atten-
dance record, and record your badge number, just 
why your editor has no idea!!

Your telephone calls are important.   The next 
Meetings are March 11 and March 25.  
attendance forecasting means everyone eats on time. 
Call before 11:00 a.m. Monday, the day preceding 
the meeting that your new plans affect.  

Call anyone on the following attendance committee:

(586) 779-3228
(313) 886-9456
(313) 343-6476
(313) 647-9086        

   (313) 886-7813

Bob Chandler
Jack Landin
Ken Maleitzke
Ed White
Jack H. Williams

April 29, 2014:  Breakfast with the Ladies   Information to Follow in  the April Newsletter and at 
the next meeting.

May 15, 2014:  Les Miserables Show and Dinner at the GP Theater and the GPWM:
      Please join us for a very special evening.The Grosse Pointe Theatre's major production of Les Misera-
bles is available to us at the reduced price of $20.00 per ticket on May 15th at 8:P.M.  We also hope you will 
join us for dinner in the Crystal Ballroom prior to the show.  It's $20.00 per person for the play only; $40.00 
per person includes dinner Dinner starts at 6:30 and the show at 8:00 P.M.  BYOB.   We hope that season 
ticket members will change their dates and join us.  The theatre requests that this be done as soon as possible.  
Simply mail a check payable to the SMCGP to:  

     SMC Events
     Grosse Pointe War Memorial
     32 Lakeshore Drive
     Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Grosse Pointe Library Program

Grosse Pointers Anne Marie Aliotta and Suzy Ber-
schback have just recently published, Legendary 
Locals of Grosse Pointe, the latest title in their series 
on Grosse Pointe history.  The Library will be host-
ing an evening with the authors on Thursday, March 

13 at 7:30 p.m. at the Woods Branch, 2060 Mack 
Avenue. The program is free of charge, but seating 
is limited, so we ask that people register either by 
calling the library at 343-2074, ext 222 or on line at 
www.gp.lib.mi.us 

Dates to Remember

Please respond as soon as possible, but no later 
than April 8th.  Call the theatre after April 9th  to 
choose your seat:  313-881-4004.
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Dan Ostrowski   313-331-614D

Golf News 

Memorials

In about seven weeks our golf season 
will officially begin with breakfast at the Golden 
Hawk Golf Course, followed by a shotgun start, 
eighteen-hole round of golf, weather permitting. 
Regardless of the weather, the breakfast will 
proceed on schedule on Monday, April 14 at 
8:00 AM. Please call one of the Golf League 
Committee members listed below before April 11 
to inform the Committee you will be attending and 
if you will be playing golf. You may also advise us 
at any of the SMC luncheon meetings. 

The combined cost of breakfast and golf 
with cart is $32. Because it’s a shotgun start, 
everybody rides. Breakfast only is $10. Payment, 
which includes the tip, will be made that morning 
in cash at the door. The all-you-can-eat buffet 
meal includes scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, 
toast (white & wheat), potatoes and an assortment 
of beverages. Following breakfast, we’ll have a 
short discussion.  This is the start of the season 
and all individual scores for those who play today 
will be posted and will count toward the regular 

weekly prizes. Foursomes (and a few threesomes) 
will be made up ahead to facilitate the start of 
play.  Please let us know if you have a group that 
will play that day.

We will play the same three courses this 
season, Golden Hawk, St. Clair Shores and 
Chandler Park. You may play any week-day, as often 
as you wish, and place the scorecard in our League 
deposit box at each course 

The League is divided into three flights based 
on member’s handicap. Each week, we record the 
1st & 2nd place winners for each flight at each of the 
three courses. 1st place pays $5; 2nd place pays $3, 
and ties split the prize. Eagles are worth $2 and 
birdies are worth $1.  Each golfer will be allowed 
one of each per week at each course.  A hole-in-one 
will pay $50.

We will have two, two-week long scrambles 
again this year. The first will be played during the 
weeks of June 9-13 and June 16-20. The second 
will be played during the weeks of August 11-15 and 
August 18-22. This longer time will allow teams to 
scramble at more than one course if desired. League 

Name:      Charles M. Bayer
Died:        February 14, 2014 (90) 
Born:       November 11, 1923 
Joined:     October 12, 1999 (14)
Memorials:  Bay View Yacht Club Jr. Sailing or        

        PIME

Name               Eldon K. (Andy) Andrews
Died:                February 21, 2014 (92)

      Born:                August 20, 1921
      Joined:             April 24, 2001 (13)
      Memorials       Charity of one's choice

     Name        Alfred Gerard (Gerry)  Leone   
     Died         February 13, 2014  (91)
     Born         October 3, 1922
     Joined       Septempber. 26, 2000(13)
     Memorials    U of D Jesuit High or Grosse 
                           Pointe Symphony
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members will be able to play for Scramble prizes at 
all three courses, with the possibility of winning three 
times. The prize for each winning team member in 
all three flights is $8. Members who do not wish to 
participate in the scrambles, may play for their own 
pleasure and individual scores will not be recorded 
during the first scramble week, but will be recorded 
during the second scramble week.

  Again this year is our nine-hole policy. For 
those not able to play 18 holes in one day, we will allow 
them to play nine holes and turn in their scores to be 
recorded. They can then play another round of nine 
holes the same week or whenever, turn in that second 
score (even if the second nine is played on the same 
nine, or a different course) and our handicapper will 
match the two nines to make an 18 hole round that 
will qualify for prizes. It will be necessary to carefully 
identify the scorecards with names and dates so the 
match can be made.

The following is a recap of the three courses 
we will play.  The course phone numbers are on the 
face of your membership card.

Chandler Park: Play any weekday, but 
call ahead for a tee time. Cost of golf is yet to be 
determined. Also this year, you can buy a season 
card for $39.95 that gives you a free round plus $4 
off each weekday round and $6 off each weekend 
round. Tee times should be called in for foursomes 
especially. Chandler Park has suggested Monday 
would give the best tee times as play is light that 
day.   The manager is Brent Whittaker.  To cut 
costs,the City of Detroit is planning to shut down 
some or all of its parks, including Chandler.  Our 
guess is that the golf course will remain open this 
year because it does not lose money.

Golden Hawk: Play any weekday but call 
ahead for a tee time. $23 with power cart, $17 if 

walking. The restaurant is open for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. The lunch special is a cup of soup & 
half a sandwich for $4.00. 

 
 St. Clair Shores: Time is set aside every 

Thursday for our League. Call the course, (586) 294-
2000 and identify yourself as a Grosse Pointe SMC 
Golf League member for a tee time within that block 
by 5 PM on the preceding Thursday. Rates are yet 
to be determined.  Cancellations must be reported 
to the Pro Shop. It’s also important to remember that 
your playing group can reserve a tee time for the 
following week after finishing a round and before 
you leave the course pro shop.  St. Clair Shores is 
available for our play any weekday, you just won’t get 
our league rate, and you may only make a reservation 
four days ahead, unless you are a St. Clair Shores 
resident, or a member of their Golf Club. You must 
call in for a tee time. National Coney Island will again 
be running the restaurant.  The manager again this 
year is Rob Spinazola.

 The 2014 Golf League membership fee 
may be paid at any SMC luncheon meeting, the 
Breakfast Kick-off or mail a check for $45 (made 
out to SMC Golf League) to Nick Kondak, 740 
Hawthorne Rd., Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236-
1451. Please include a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope for the return of your membership card.   

Golf Committee:

Chair, George Arsenault,  (586) 773-  
    2774, arsenault890@comcast.net

Treasurer, Nick Kondak, (313) 881-  
     8750, nikon1926@aol.com;

Handicapper, Steve Shrader, (313) 885- 
     8304, steveshr@comcast.net
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Our speaker, historian Arthur M. Woodford, was 
introduced by Senior Men’s Club member Jim 
Schroth.  Mr. Woodford is a library administrator and 
noted historian who addressed our club about forty 
years ago, during the 1970s, when he was the Assistant 
Director of the Grosse Pointe Public Library.  He now 
resides on Harsens Island, Michigan.  

Mr. Woodford discussed the recently published 
book, The Michigan Companion, (OmniData Inc., 
Detroit, 2012) for which he served as editor.  The idea 
for the book about Michigan came from Frederick 
G. Ruffner Jr., publisher of OmniData Inc.  Ruffner’s 
plans called for the volume to contain, in alphabetical 
order, entries of the best known, most significant and 
influential people, places, things, events, organiza-
tions, products, history and general subjects regarding 
Michigan.  The breadth of coverage was to be wide-
ranging, covering subjects related to Michigan in both 
the distant past and the contemporary world.

The book contains 847 pages and describes 
1,220 significant stories about Michigan’s rich history, 
all arranged in alphabetical order, starting with “Abel, 
Sid  (1918-2000),” a professional hockey league 
player, coach and broadcaster, and ending with “Zug 
Island,” which lies where the River Rouge and the De-
troit River meet in the Detroit metropolitan area.  Zug 
Island was once a Native American burial ground.

Mr. Woodford worked with a distinguished 
Advisory Board of more than forty individuals and 
organizations, including historians, archivists, museum 
curators and librarians.  He said the Board evaluated 
the book as it developed and contributed significantly 
with their comments and suggestions.  

Mr. Woodford described the book as a combi-
nation of an encyclopedia and a dictionary, a gazetteer 
and an almanac.  You will find the book easy to use 
since it has an unusually detailed index of 112 pages, 
which serves as a guide for you to review and exam-
ine the arts, entertainment, festivals, food, geography, 
geology, government, history, holidays, industry, 
institutions, media, people, philanthropy, religion, and 
professional and non-professional sports.  You can use 
The Michigan Companion as you travel in Michigan, 

Senior Men’s Club Lunch,
 January 14, 2014
Arthur Woodford

with or without children, to explore the history of our 
state, and to refresh your knowledge of various sub-
jects and topics, such as Michigan as the Arsenal of 
Democracy, Michigan in the Civil War, Michigan’s 
role in Prohibition, Michigan’s prominence in the his-
tory and the development of labor unions, its automo-
bile pioneers, and the effects of the Great Depression 
on Michigan.

Regardless of where you were born, lived or 
attended college, or where you now reside, you will 
find a topic or story of past events with which you can 
identify. If you are a baseball fan, you have many top-
ics to examine, from Tiger Stadium to Comerica Park 
to the World Series Championships in the years 1935, 
1968 and 1984, and from Charlie Gehringer, Hank 
Greenberg, to Al Kaline and on and on.  You can also 
examine topics on the Detroit Lions, Red Wings and 
Pistons.

As you know, Michigan is a varied and diverse 
region, with a rich history and fascinating contem-
porary story.  Intriguing topics of a historical nature 
include the Underground Railroad and the sit-down 
strikes of the 1930s. Other entries include those dis-
cussing geographic and geologic features, like Sleep-
ing Bear Sand Dunes and the Au Sable river; arts and 
entertainment subjects, like the Frederik Meijer Gar-
dens in Grand Rapids and the Detroit Institute of Art, 
as well as Bob Seeger and Kid Rock; business and 
industry, like Quincy Mining in Hancock, and Dow 
Chemical in Midland; sports topics, like Joe Louis 
and the Michigan International Speedway; and spe-

Continued on page 10



March 2014 3

Tuesday Bridge
Dennis C. Rasch  313-885-7146

  Dave Ruyle   586-321-3045 

     Friday Duplicate Bridge  
                    
                   February 7
 North/South  East/West
1st Killeen/Browning  Pannock/Martin
2nd Perkin/Kolb  Guest/Markey
3rd Ruyle/Brown              Higbie/Higbie
4th Rizzo/Cobau  Welchli/Ordon
                     
                   February 14
 North/South  East/West

      1st Cobau/Rizzo  Pappas/Tarnow
      2nd Ruyle/Brown  Mayer/Pytell
   3rd Perkin/Kolb  Higbie/Higbie
       4th Edwards/Devine  Browning/Killeen
   5th   Guest/Markey                  

                                      
                   February 21
 North/South  East/West
1st Edwards/Devine  
2d  Ruyle/Brown  
3rd Tarnow/Ordon  
4th Killeen/Browning  
5th Perkin/Kolb  
6hh  Higbie/Higbie      

  7        Pappas/Welchli

Contract Bridge 
Monday at G.P Woods Community Center

Dennis C. Rasch  313-885-7146

 First Second
                    January 7
 Rod Guest Tom Gallagher
 Roy Eugenio Darrah Porter
 Denny Rasch Ted Zemenick
                   

  
  1/20/2014
 No Bridge...MLK Holiday

  1/27/2014
Bill Grierson  Joanie Grierson
Keith Leibbrand  Dave Deacon
Ted Zemenick  John Hayes
  
  2/3/2014
Art Linzell   Darrah Porter
  
  2/10/201
Rod Guest   Dick Connoly
Frank Markey  Denny Rasch
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Continued from page 8

This year’s SMC Sarasota Florida luncheon for SMC 
& Grosse Pointe Snow Birds will be on the 2nd Tues-
day in March (March 11) and at the same location 
as last year:  The beautiful University Park Country 
Club, which is at 7671 The Park Boulevard, Univer-
sity Park, Florida, (suburb of Sarasota.)  

The luncheon menu will be:

   Boneless Grilled Pork Chop, Apple Chutney
      Mashed Yukon Gold Potatoes  OR  
   Seared Atlantic Salmon,Citrus Glaze
      Coconut Jasmine Rice
   Dessert is Key Lime Pie
   Brewed Coffee / Hot or Iced Tea

($22.00 inclusive of 20% service charge & sales tax) 

     RSVP & bring checks payable to:
        George Arsenault

    Email:   Arsenault890@comcast.net
       586-773-2774   (Home)
       586-563-9360  (Cell)

    Plan to bring your friends, neighbors and relations 
and make your reservations for a wonderful luncheon 
at the beautiful University Country Club. Ample free 
parking and breathtaking dining room lake-side view.  

   We need to know your choice – Pork or Salmon. 

      Please indicate on your check RSVP. 

                      SMC Annual Florida Luncheon 
Will be Held, but information should go to George Arsenault

cial events like the Ann Arbor Art Fair and the Grand 
Haven Coast Guard Festival.

Mr. Woodford noted that Michigan has a 
number of state symbols.  I would bet that our Past 
President, Ken Van Dellen knows the answer to the 
question, ‘What is the Michigan soil symbol?’  Michi-
gan has more than 500 different soils that are common 
to our state, but only one soil that is found only in 
Michigan. That is Kalkaska sand, which is the state’s 
official soil, native to Michigan.  The sand is found in 
the northern half of the Lower Peninsula and in most 
of the Upper Peninsula, covering an area estimated to 
be one million acres.

Other official symbols of Michigan include the 
Great Seal, which appears on the state flag, and:the 
state flower, the apple blossom, adopted by the Michi-
gan Legislature in 1897; the state mammal, the white 
tail deer; the state reptile, the painted turtle, desig-
nated in 1995; the state tree, the white pine, which 
shaped the Michigan lumber industry and was desig-
nated by the Michigan Legislature in 1955; the state 
bird, the American robin, a member of the thrush 
family and designated by the Michigan Legislature 
in 1931, with the backing of the Michigan Audubon 

Society.  There is some movement to change the state 
bird to the Kirtland’s Warbler, which is now on the 
endangered species list and is unique to Michigan. 
There are other state symbols described in the book, 
including:  the state fish, the brook trout, which is 
native to Michigan as was so designated in 1965.  The 
state gem is the Isle Royale Greenstone, designated 
in 1972 and found mostly in the Upper Peninsula. 
The stones are quite rare now, and in 1998, the state 
banned taking them from Isle Royale, where they 
were once plentiful.  The state gem, or gemstone, is 
not to be confused with the state stone, which is the 
Petoskey stone, adopted by the Legislature in 1965. 
The stones are found on Lake Michigan beaches, es-
pecially in the Charlevoix and Petoskey areas.

Continuing on, the state has two other symbols 
including the wild flower symbol, which is the Dwarf 
Lake Iris, named by the Legislature in 1998.  It 
doesn’t grow anywhere except in the Great Lakes re-
gion.  The iris was first discovered in 1810 on Macki-
nac Island, and it is an endangered species. Finally, the 
state fossil is the American mastodon, which lived in 
what is now Michigan about 14,000 to 10,000 years 
ago.  
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                 I Invented the Modern Age:  
                   The Rise of Henry Ford    By Richard Snow

The Readers Frank Markey (313-886-8324)

Reading List

In the book's dedication, there is the sugges-
tion that a reader would grasp more fully the 
prompting which led to the writing if she 
or he would recall stories told in visits to 
Greenfield Village, now known as The Henry 
Ford, and to Detroit.  From a farm in rural 
Wayne County, Richard Snow picks up on 
the mechanically inclined young Henry Ford 
coming away with an intense memory for 
and disinterest in farm life.  From working to 
repair a steam driven harvester, he has envi-
sioned a gasoline driven internal combustion 
engine in vehicles priced for ordinary people 
so they may go where so ever they desire.  
His dream is strengthened life long with his 
marriage to Clara, the girl he met through his 
sister at a square dance.
 
Mr. Ford is what people called him.  Ford 
over the years charmed persons, particularly 
talented in needs of his own, to work with 
him.  C. Harold Wills, it is said, stayed on for 
years on a "see what we can do basis".  The  
$5.OO day, and work ability led many in and 
out of the company.  In every decade there 
were those who came to have fame of their 
own while with Ford and carried it beyond 
the Company.  An attractive part of this book 
to we locals is their stories.  The book vet-
ted our curiosity covering the World War II 
years, Edsel's death in1943, grandson Henry 
II's return from  US Service to the
presidency of Ford Motor with assent of his 
grandfather and the firing of Harry Bennett 
in 1945.        
 
The proposer of this book, Robert Kienle 
stressed that it is not just another biography 

but rather a focus on a slice of time.  The au-
thor tells of what was then, and of what came 
thereafter  and where the credits go.  Bob 
enjoyed the reading very much as did all our 
Readers.  One section reads with some dis-
comfort to all but ends otherwise.  It is author 
Snow writing on Henry's under cutting his 
son, the company vice-president.  The father 
came upon a six cylinder auto Edsel was 
exploring with others and had it destroyed 
in the  presence of all.  The long produced 
model "T" was fading in the market place 
even when offered at a drastically reduced 
price.   The son, arguing for years that a new 
car was needed, was told that it was not to 
be, but then it was.  In 1926 the last  model 
"T" came off the line carrying Henry and Ed-
sel.  In 1927 without a publicly voiced apol-
ogy to Edsel, the  model "A" line with drastic 
changes begins.  With 15 million cars already 
in the market,  Henry had indeed by then 
invented the modern age freeing ordinary 
people to go where and when they might. 
 
The March reading is THE UNLIKELY 
PILGRIMAGE OF HAROLD FRY by Ra-
chel Joyce.  We will be at the home of David 
Morrow, 244 McMillan Road, Grosse Pointe 
Farms from 5:00pm until 6:30 pm on Tues-
day,  March 18, 2014. RSVP (313) 640-9756.
 
The April reading is GEORGE WASHING-
TON'S SECRET SIX: The Spy Ring That 
Saved The American Revolution.  We will be 
at the home of Frank Markey, 19290 Ray-
mond Road, Grosse Pointe Woods April 15, 
2014 from 5:00 pm to 6:30pm. RSVP  (313) 
886-8324.  
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SMC BIRTHDAY LIST for March

Raffle 
Winners

Feb 11      Bob Hynes $35
      L. Ruthenberg $35
Feb 25     Will Wyatt (how many times!!!!) $40
     Tony Morse $40

 Abey, N. Eric                1 - 91
 Bartush, J. Addison                16 - 92
 Beaupre, Paul                      23
 Bennett, Lawrence M.            28 - 90
 Berger, Carl E.                        10 - 85
 Burton, Ralph M.                    10 - 87
 Carron, Patrick F.                    11 - 91
 Christ, Gerald J.                      23 - 91
 Cruger, Harold E.                      2 - 81
 Curto, Frederick J.                    3 - 85
 Deisler, Richard J.                  18 - 86
 Delaney, Frank                         9
 Dewulf, Donald L.                   2 - 82
 Foerster, Joe                           11 - 86
 Friesen, William W.               24
 Gargaro, Gene                        29
 Gilmore, James F.                   11
 Goerke, Kenneth A.                22 - 89
 Goosen, Edward                     19
 Hampton, Neal                       27 - 89
 Harvey, James                        28
 Hickey, Dennis W.                 14
 Hill, John J.                            16 - 94
 Jennings, David                     19 - 84
 Johnson, David                      17
 Kolp, James N.                      30
 Krause, Theodore J.               29
 Leibbrand, Keith A.               20 - 90
 Lilly, George S.                     28 - 84

 Lombardi, Louis L.                      13 - 90
 Mc Millan, Francis W.                 10
 Meyers, John H.                           20 - 86
 Murphy, Robert E.                        13
 O'keefe, N. William                        9
 Osborn, Donald W.                       20 - 83
 Pantos, Theodore C.                     10 - 83
 Perkin, Frank                                11 - 83
 Prisbe, Roger                                17
 Pugliesi, Angelo                             2 - 84
 Reardon, John J.                           31 - 92
 Riecher, Mel                                 14
 Roberts, Tom                                  4
 Schmidt, Rev. Walter                   10
 Snyder, John S.                            28
 Solomon, William                        21 - 84
 Van Becelaere, Donald A.              6 - 87
 Walker, Joseph J.                          18 - 81
 Walsh, Christopher A.                   23
 Walton, Jonathan T.                      28 - 84
 Welchli, John R.                             6 - 85
 Werenski, Robert P.                        4
 Williams, John E.                         24 - 92
 Wilson, Mark K.                             2
 Wittwer, Alfred P.                         22 - 89
 Woodbury, Ralph                          29 - 84

       A Total of  55   BIRTHDAYS in MARCH        
 with  33  Birthdays 80 & OVER
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Mar 10 Mar 11 Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14

Mar 3 Mar 4 Mar 5 Mar 6 Mar 7

Mar 17 Mar 18 Mar 19 Mar 20 Mar 21

Mar 24 Mar 25 Mar 26 Mar 27 Mar 28

Mar 31 Apr 1 Apr 2 Apr 3 Apr 4

Apr 7 Apr 8 Apr 9 Apr 10 Apr 11

  10:30am  TENNIS
  11:00am  BILLIARDS
  12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
              GPW City Hall

   10:30am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:30am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:30am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:30am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

              
      10:30am  TENNIS 
      11:00am  BILLIARDS
     12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE
               GPW City Hall     

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
    12:00pm  BOWLING
   
     7:30pm   Legendary Locals 
              of  Grosse Pointe at             
             GPW LibraryBranch 

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00pm  BOWLING
   

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00pm  BOWLING
   

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00pm  BOWLING
      

     9:00am  BILLIARDS 
   12:00pm  BOWLING                            

   10:30am  TENNIS
   

   10:30am  TENNIS
    
    1:00pm  MOVIES IN GPP

   10:30am  TENNIS
  
   1:00pm  MOVIES IN GPP

  8:45am  MAIL
                  NEWSLETTER       
9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

March 3, 2014 to April 11, 2014

   9:30am  CHORAL GROUP               
   9:30am   INVESTMENT                                                 
                  SEMINAR         
    9:45am  BOARD MTG  
  11:00am  SMC MEETING 
   1:00pm  CARD PLAYERS
   5:00pm   THE READERS

     9:30am  CHORAL GROUP      
     9:30am   INVESTMENT    
                     SEMINAR
    11:00am SMC MEETING              
      1:00pm CARD PLAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

   9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
   
    
    1:00pm  CARD PLAYERS
(CONTRACT BRIDGE)

   10:30am  TENNIS
    
    

  10:30am  TENNIS
  

    
   9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
9:30am   INVESTMENT    
                     SEMINAR
    11:00am SMC MEETING  
  1:00pm  CARD PLAYERS             
CONTRACT BRIDGE
   

    10:30am  TENNIS

     1:00pm  MOVIES IN GPP

     
 8:45am MAIL NEWSLETTER
 9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
   

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00pm  BOWLING
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