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Melvadean Pearson

No one has told me what topics I should talk 
about in this space, or even which should be 

avoided. I’ll do my best to avoid any that might get me 
impeached, but what a marvelous opportunity this is 
for me to expound on whatever I feel like. I hope my 
efforts to find interesting topics meet with your ap-
proval.

SMC has squeaked by again on this year’s Cabaret 
Dinner. At least we had four more attendees than last 
year, with 61 diners this time. Yours truly was asked, 
with a moment’s warning, to give the invocation, and 
it was short and to the point. The dinner was delicious, 
as usual, and Tom Kneeshaw and Bob Vogler shared 
the microphone, afterward, while the band took a 
break. They told some funny stories, and pulled num-
bers for bottles of wine using tickets included in the 

dinner price. Then Bob read lines 
from vintage pop songs, and the 
audience yelled out the title of the 
song. The one who got the most 
right would get a $35 gift card 
for Sindbad’s. When there were 
murmurs about the score keep-
ing, I yelled out that they should 
just pull a number. They did, and it was Lucky Ken’s, 
of course. Certainly, that was an inspired suggestion! 
And the band played on after Pearl and I departed, 
while others danced on into the night.

At our December 11 luncheon, we enjoyed a won-
derful Christmas concert by Director Christopher Pratt 
and the Grosse Pointe South Pointe Singers. It is so 
nice to be entertained by these talented young people 
from our community. 

January 8, 2013

Belle Isle Conservancy
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Continued from page 1

They had a great selection of appropriate songs, and it 
seemed that more than half were ones that focused on 
the true meaning of Christmas.

Bob Vogler commented on that in connection with 
his usual attempt at humor, in a beautiful setup for a 
joke. The joke went over in a big way, but I am sure 
many of us were in agreement with his expression of 
appreciation that they still sing CHRISTmas carols at 
South. 

In my humble opinion, one can appreciate another 
person’s point of view on religion or politics without 
necessarily agreeing with it. I teach English to Arab 
immigrants as a volunteer, and I’m interested in hear-

ing about their religious holidays and practices. They 
are also interested in hearing about mine. We don’t 
agree with each other, but we respect each other and 
don’t get disagreeable about it. These students tell 
me that one of the things they like about America is 
freedom of speech, religion, and the rest. What a great 
country!

Now I’ve completed the first quarter of my term. 
How time flies when you’re having fun! All of the 
entertainment I’ve lined up for luncheons is over, and 
now we’ll be enjoying Eric Lindquist’s selections. He 
has some good ones coming.

I pray that you will be blessed with health, happi-
ness, and all kinds of goodness in 2013.

Gentlemen:

It has been brought to my attention that a non-member with access to our directory has used it for personal 
purposes.  This is against Club policy.  Please inform anyone who has access to your copy regarding this.

Ken Van Dellen, President

Notice

Afternoon Out
Enjoy a movie, coffee and cookies twice a month on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm.  It’s just a nice way to spend 

the afternoon.
Movies are at the Lavin Activity Center in Windmill Pointe Park and are free to residents of all the Grosse 

Pointes.  The guard house attendant has been alerted to admit SMC members.

January 9:  South Pacific (1958)
   starring Rossano Brazzi & Mitzi Gaynor
 
January 23: The Music Man (1962)
   starring Shirley Jones & Robert Preston

  Blue Pointe Restaurant will be providing a special luncheon at 12 noon.
  Please make your reservations and purchase tickets in advance at the 
  Lavins Activity Center front desk. Tickets are $10.00.

February 6: Fiddler On The Roof (1971)
   starring Topol & Norma Crane

February 20: Summer Of 42
   starring Jennifer O’Neill & Gary Grimes 

Special Events  -  Tom Kneeshaw (313-821-7480
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New Members
Membership  -  Ed Rowady  -  313-882-4963

New Member  Badge Name Home Phone Sponsors
Address  Spouse Hobbies 
  Birthday  Former Firm   
  FAX e-Mail 

John Witherell John 313-348-3323 Dan Beck & Rodger Sulad
701 University Place  Liz Gardening, weaving, genealogy
Grosse Pointe  June 9, 1950 Engineering, Detroit Edison
48230-1260   johnwitherell@gmail.com

Fred Zosel Fred 313-469-9800 Ken Van Dellen & Pete Higbie
33 Elm Court   
Grosse Pointe Farms  October 22, 1947 
48236-3710   fredzosel@gmail.com

As in the past, this year’s SMC Florida luncheon 
for our Snow Birds will be in Sarasota Florida on 2nd 
Tuesday in March. The luncheon will be at the same 
location as last year, at the Beautiful UNIVERSITY 
PARK COUNTRY CLUB overlooking the magnifi-
cent splendor of the golf course and lake. Your Host & 
Hostess are Bob & Dorothy Roney cell phone (313-
506-2445) or 941-778-4160 for this occasion.  

This invitation is for all Senior Men’s Club members 
and their guest and all Grosse Pointe Snow Birds in 

SMC Annual Florida Luncheon  March 12, 2013
Florida. Membership to the Senior Men’s Club not 
required.

Please make your reservations and mail in your 
check for $22.50 each in advance with your RSVP:  

Robert Roney
6500 Flotilla Drive
Anna Marie Island Unit 111
Holmes Beach, Fl 34217
Email : rfr840@yahoo.com 

At our Poetry Reading Session, Don Blain spoke 
of a favorite professor lecturing that in most 

everyone's life there are incidents of happiness, joy, 
conflict and sorrow best captured in poetry.  With such 
prompting Don took on writing poetry.  He read three 
of his poems: CHINOOK, SANCTUARY and PART-
NERS covering memorable events.

There were also readings from the poems of Philip 
Larkin, Garrison Keillor, Roy Daniels, W.H.Auden, 
Walt Whitman and, of course, Robert Frost.  We were 
further favored with a poem of Billie Collins and of 

Edna Saint Vincent Millay.  Track down these folks’ 
works, and you will come to appreciate what you 
missed not being with us on December 18th.

The January reading is GONE GIRL by Gillian 
Flynn.  The February reading is DRIFT by Rachel 
Maddow.  

The Meetings are on the third Tuesday of the month, 
January 15, and February 19, 2013.  They are held at 
the home of Dan Beck at 25 Roslyn, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.  RSVP (313) 881-0322. 

Christmas Poetry Reading
The Readers Frank Markey (313-886-8324
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Lt. Col. Jefferson

Wartime Experiences of 
A Tuskegee Airman

Luncheon Meeting - November 13, 2012 Speaker: Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson (Ret.)
Introduction by:  Ken Van Dellen   
Invocation by:  Rev. Ellis Smith
                         Jubilee City Church, Detroit
Reported by:  Ken Van Dellen

After a pause, he asked, “Are 
there any questions? If there 
are, I will deal with that man 
personally.” After that, the 
black officers were effectively 
confined to the post, while the 
whites were allowed to leave. 
Two days later, Jefferson’s 
unit was taken to an airbase 
in South Carolina where it 
was met by soldiers with rifles 
and hand grenades. He said 
that two weeks later, he was 
on his way to Ramitelli, Italy, 
“to fight for my country and 
democracy.”

Jefferson asked if anyone 
had seen the recent Red Tail movie (named for the 
red tails on the planes of the 332nd fighter group). As 
some of the men raised a hand, he turned his thumb 
down and explained that it was only a story. “It ain’t 
true!” The events depicted “never happened,” and 
didn’t even resemble reality. In the movie, a flier went 
into a little shed before a mission and got drunk. “It’s 
a story!” In the movie, the second in command spent 
the whole time standing around, smoking his pipe. 
The real Spanky Roberts “led more than 65 missions. 
In the movie, you never see him flying. Col. Davis led 
more than 100 missions. In the movie you never see 
him flying.”

While based in Italy, he flew eighteen long-range 
missions to Germany, Ploesti, and Greece. His unit, 
the 332nd Fighter Group, occasionally flew strafing 
missions, but they were primarily assigned to escort-
ing slow B-17 and much faster B-24 bombers. B-17s 
flew at 160 mph at 24,000 feet, with squadrons of 
fighters flying at 220 mph in a zig-zag path at 25,000, 
26,000, 27,000, and 28,000 feet. The Germans seldom 

“Somebody asked me, 
‘How did it all start?’ 

In the first place, there was a 
war going on.” So began Alex 
Jefferson to tell his story of ser-
vice with the Tuskegee Airmen. 
During World War II, when the 
draft was on, a “Negro” was 
typically assigned to the quar-
termaster corps, but now there 
was an opportunity for flying, 
something he had long dreamed 
of doing. Black men were be-
ing taken to Tuskegee Army 
Airfield and trained to be pilots 
at a much higher rate of pay 
than doing the dirty jobs in the 
quartermaster corps and in much better living condi-
tions. In addition, you would be a second lieutenant, 
“have a gold bar on your collar, a set of wings, and all 
those pretty girls.”

Jefferson went on to read from the Army’s evalua-
tion of the black man as unfit for combat duty. Accord-
ing to the War Department, the black man was inferior, 
subservient, superstitious, and of unruly nature. Army 
racial policy should reflect civil policy.

He recounted his experiencing what happened when 
Col. Robert Selway, Jr., who was the commanding 
officer of the 332nd Fighter Group, Jefferson’s unit, 
denied Blacks admission to officer’s club at Selfridge 
in mid-May, 1944, in violation of Army Regulation 
210-10, which gave all officers permanent or tempo-
rary, full membership. Jefferson was participating in 
gunnery practice over Lake Huron in a P-39 when all 
officers were ordered to report to the post theater “on 
the double!” To the officers gathered, black and white, 
Selway’s General announced, “Gentlemen, this is my 
airfield. As long as I am in command, there will be 
no socialization between white and colored officers.” Continued on page 5
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came in on them. This is the basis for the myth they 
never lost a bomber to German fighters. Jefferson says 
he never fired at a German fighter.

He was shot down on his nineteenth mission when 
they were strafing radar towers that were used by artil-
lery defending against incoming aircraft at Toulon, 
France, with their .50mm guns. The last of the sixteen 
fighters on the mission, an artillery shell with a prox-
imity fuse set for 500 feet, he learned later, entered the 
floor of his plane and left through the canopy at, he 
thinks, about 150 feet. He was doing about 400 mph 
across the target. Flames came up from the floor, but 
heavy gloves protected his hands. The cockpit rapidly 
got hotter, and he began the procedure for ejecting, 
rapidly climbing, releasing the stick to force the nose 
down, releasing the canopy, and releasing the seatbelt. 
Because his climb had continued over into a loop, he 
saw the tail go by above him. He estimated he was at 
about 800 feet, but the trees below looked very close, 
so he deployed his parachute. The other three guys 
in his flight had not seen him bail, and reported him 
killed, so his parents received a KIA telegram. 

The Germans who came up to him saw his gold 
bar, and saluted him, saying, “Lieutenant,” but were 
surprised by his color. They looked for his .45, but he 
never carried one because, he said, he couldn’t hit a 
barn.

He ended up at Stalag Luft III, eighty miles east of 
Berlin on the Polish border, where the “Great Escape” 
had ended tragically. Along the way, he was interro-
gated. After he gave his name, rank, and serial number, 
his interrogator opened a big book, and said, “Three-
thirty-second fighter group, Negro, Red Tails.” Then 

Continued from page 4 he pointed to Jefferson’s class picture and said, “Is 
that you?” “What could I say?” asked Jefferson. He 
concluded that there had to be German collaborators 
in the United States.

“I was treated as an officer and a gentleman” while 
in captivity. They followed the Geneva Conventions, 
“no beatings, no torture.” He was there from August 
1944 to January 1945, when the Russians began com-
ing in. The prisoners were marched 80 kilometers west 
in severe cold, guarded by old, white-haired German 
soldiers who gave out soon, so the prisoners had to 
carry their rifles for them. The Germans were terri-
fied of the Russians, which Jefferson cited as another 
example of ethnic hatred. 

The prisoners were liberated from Stalag Luft VII-A 
by Gen. Patton’s third army in April 1945. The prison 
had previously been occupied by Russian prison-
ers, and there were lice and other vermin, as well as 
hunger. Someone reported a place where bodies were 
stacked up like cordwood.  Investigation revealed an 
extermination camp, and the ovens were still warm. 
Jefferson will never forget the odor of burning flesh.

At this point, he mentioned Muslims killing Chris-
tians in Egypt, and Sunni versus Shia Muslims, adding 
that the civil rights movement had improved things. 
Noting that there have been problems here, he com-
mented on the enthusiasm at the sight of the Statue 
of Liberty on the way home and flags waving, wel-
coming them back, but having a white soldier at the 
bottom of the ramp saying, “Whites to the right, N--s 
to the left. That’s why I had to get involved in the civil 
rights movement.” However he closed with, “Gentle-
men, life is good. I can’t say it any better. Best country 
in the world. Thank God. God bless America.”

Attendance
All members and guests are welcome at our 

semi-monthly meetings. Please remember to 
sign up in advance at our lunch meetings. 

Call in to make any additions or changes in your 
reservation. Print your names clearly on the attendance 
record, and record your badge number.

Your telephone calls are important.   The next 
meetings are January 8 & 22. 

  Accurate attendance forecasting means everyone 
eats on time. Call before 11:00 a.m. Monday, the day 
preceding the meeting that your new plans affect.  

Bob Chandler
Jack Landin
Ken Maleitzke
Ed White
Jack H. Williams

Call anyone on the following attendance committee:

Jack H. Williams   313-886-7813

(586) 779-3228
(313) 886-9456
(313) 343-6476
(313) 647-9086        

   (313) 886-7813
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Investment Seminar -  November 13, 2012 Speaker: Michael Dzialo & Dan Patteson
               Managed Asset Portfolios
Introduction by:    Dan Beck
Reported by:   Dan Beck

Managed Assets

Managed As-
set Portfo-

lios was recently 
honored with PSN 
Informa’s Top Guns, 
Manager of the De-
cade and Morning-
star’s 5 star overall 
rating.  The PSN Top 
Gun Awards were 
for three of MAP’s 
fl agship composites, 
the Balanced Com-
posite, the Global 
Equity Composite, 
and the U.S. Multi-
Cap Composite.  The Morningstar ratings are for the 
Global Equity and the Balanced Composite.

Enhancing the fi rm’s success as a global manager 
was the addition of Peter Swan in 2002 as the fi rm’s 
International Portfolio Manager.  He has an extensive 
background in consumer staples and a long-standing 
bias towards food, beverage and tobacco companies, 
both foreign and domestic.

Our economy is challenged by too much debt; China 
is slowing with government’s depressing interest rates.  
Equities are the best house in a bad neighborhood.

Next year will be similar to 2012.  There are no 
quick fi xes.  We’ve had the worst three-year economy 
since WWII.

Our consumer debt is too high with the impact of 
this liability not seen yet.  Politicians have one thing 
in mind, which is to be reelected.  Financial prudence 
doesn’t get you reelected.

The economy is still on the mend with 57% of the 
work force employed, which is the same as 2009 
(bottom of the recession).  The rate is due to people 
giving up looking for work.  More of the same can be 
expected.

Tax cuts will occur; Europe is weakening with un-
employment high.  While 75% of China’s economy is 
based on exports, other Asian countries' growth is from 

internal sales.
Cost of living is 

up 2%.  The gov-
ernments statistics 
include TV’s whose 
prices fall yearly 
while the items 
consumers purchase 
frequently are going 
up.

Holland’s interest 
rates are the lowest 
in 400 years.  The 
last year our rates 
were this low was in 
1697.  U.S. Treasur-

ies are lowest since 1796.
Hold only bonds with one-two, max three years 

duration.  Double-digit durations are out.
Vanguard has more money in bonds than stocks.
Bernanke’s term expires January 14, 2013.  
Equities have attractive dividend yields and outper-

form ten-year Treasuries.
Stocks will be up next year.
Market favors stock pickers.
No USA or Euro bank issues.
Overweight consumer issues with discretion.
Q.  Silver?
A.  Favors gold, oil and agriculture issues.
Q.  Will interest rate bubble burst?
A.  Infl ation will be higher.
Q.  Is the government cutting programs?
A.  They are miniscule.
Q.  If interest rates increase, is it wise to go into 

inverse bond fund?
A.  Skeptical of ETF’s and inverse ETF.  No real 

assets.  Leary of them.
Mike and Dan provided an impressive presentation.  

The Q&A was spirited and edifying.  We look forward 
to their return.  

Space limits our reporting so join your friends at our 
next meeting and receive the whole story! 

Dan Patterson                                               Michael Dzialo
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Tuesday Bridge
Leonard Schim  313- 881-0151

  Dave Ruyle   586-321-3045 

     Friday Duplicate Bridge  
                     November 9 
 North/South  East/West
1st Pannock/Rutan  Bedsworth/Pappas
2nd Deacon/Lee  Mayer/Pytel
3rd Tarnow/Higbie  Killeen/Browning 
4th Edwards/Devine  Morris/Ward
5th Schuch/Mitseff  Howell/Higbie
6th Ruyle/Brown  Martin/McBright
7th   Ordon/Welchli 

 
                     November 16
 North/South  East/West
1st Platt/Deacon  Morris/Ward
2nd Edwards/Devine  Bedsworth/Pappas
3rd Perkin/Kolb  Tarnow/Chariot
4th Cobau/Rizzo  Killeen/Browning
5th Ruyle/Brown  Lee/Markey
6th Lenz/Bay  Pannock/Rutan
7th   Schuch/Mitseff

                     December 14
 North/South  East/West
1st Ruyle/Brown  Bedsworth/Pappas
2nd Tarnow/Chariot  Ordon/Welchli
3rd Pannock/Rutan  Deacon/Lee
4th Edwards/Devine  Killeen/Browning
5th Cobau/Rizzo  Schuch/Mitseff
6th Perkin/Kolb  Howell/Higbie

Contract Bridge 
Monday at G.P Woods Community Center

Dennis C. Rasch  313-885-7146

       First    Second 

                     November 26
 Gene Bertelsen Jack Ryan
 Roy Eugenio Art Linzell
 Denny Rasch Dave Deacon
  
                      December 3
 Jack Ryan  Gene Bertelsen
 Denny Rasch        tied Frank Markey  

                     December 10
 Denny Rasch John Hayes
 Roy Eugenio Keith Leibbrand
 Tom Gallagher Gene Bertelsen

                     November 19
 Gene Bertelsen Jack Ryan
 Roy Eugenio Len Bartoszewicz
 Denny Rasch Frank Markey

      First      Second
                    November 27 
 Frank Markey Len Bartoszewicz

Raffle Winners
Nov 27 Roger Le Clerc $38
 John Nelson $38
Dec 11 James Maurer $45
 John Welchli $45
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Chris Pratt, Director

2012 Christmas Concert

Luncheon Meeting - December 11, 2012 Program: GP South HS Chorale
                Mr. Chris Pratt, Director
Introduction by:  Eric Lindquist   
Invocation by: 
Reported by:  Eric Lindquist
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With the holidays behind us and little to en-
joy but the bleak of winter, we start to think 

spring and a new golf season. With this comes the 
SMC Golf League annual breakfast and kickoff, 
scheduled for Monday, April 15, 2013.

As in the past, we’ll gather at Golden Hawk Golf 
Club at 8:00 am. (You can come a little earlier to have 
some coffee and juice, meet friends, arrange four-
somes, or talk about the weather.) The buffet break-
fast includes an unlimited supply of scrambled eggs, 
bacon, sausage, potatoes, toast, juice and hot beverage.  
After introductions and a minimum of boring welcom-
ing speeches during breakfast, at about 9 o’clock, we’ll 
break for a shotgun start of an 18 hole round of golf, 
weather permitting.   

Registration will begin as you arrive at the front 
entrance.  We’ll have a table set up to accept cash pay-
ment for the affair.  Breakfast is $10; golf (including 
cart-everyone must ride) is $22, same as last year.  You 
can select both or either one for cash only.  Should you 
wish to pay your $45 dues for 2013 membership in the 
League you can pay that to Nick at the top of the stairs 
(cash or check).  Bring your clubs and hope for accept-
able golf weather. 

The Golf Committee asks that you confirm your 
intention to attend the kickoff by telling one of the 
Committee members listed below (by phone or e-mail) 
or at a SMC luncheon meeting, before the kickoff.  
Important!   You do not have to be a member of the 
League nor a member of the GP Senior Men’s Club 
to attend the breakfast, so talk it up with your friends 
and invite them to the breakfast.  New faces will be 
warmly welcomed.

Again this season, we will play three courses: 
Golden Hawk, St. Clair Shores and Chandler Park. 
You may play any weekday, as often as you wish, and 
place the scorecard in our League deposit box at each 
course. At St. Clair Shores our League has Thursday 
all day at a reduced rate, but you must call and re-

From The SMC Golf League Committee:

2013 Golf Season Starts April 15th

serve one week in advance. St. Clair Shores is avail-
able for our play any weekday, you just won’t get our 
league rate, and you may only make a reservation four 
days ahead, unless you are a St. Clair Shores resident, 
or a member of their Golf Club. At all courses you 
must call in for a tee time.

The June & August 2013 Scrambles will be played 
on any weekday during the two week periods of June 
10-14 & June 17-21 and August 12-16 & August 
19-23. This longer time will allow teams to play 
scrambles at more than one course if desired. League 
members will be able to play for Scramble prizes at 
Chandler Park, Golden Hawk & St. Clair Shores with 
the possibility of winning three times. The prize for 
each winning team member in all three flights is $8. 
The prizes will be awarded at the October 3th golf 
banquet. Teams may also play only 9 holes one day 
and then a second 9 holes another day and turn them 
in together to form a 18 hole score. More details on 
the Scrambles will come in later articles.

For members having trouble playing a full 18 holes 
a day, last year’s 9 hole feature will be continued. 
Members can play nine holes one day at any of the 
three courses, turn in their scores, and play any ad-
ditional nine holes, any other week day at the same 
course or any other of our courses, or even play the 
same nine holes again. We will use the week of the 
second game to calculate the handicap and qualify it 
for prizes as though it was played in one day. 

We will continue payment for birdies & eagles like 
last year. Eagles will be worth $2 and Birdies $1. Each 
golfer will be allowed one per week at each course. 
First place in each flight will receive $5 and second 
place will receive $3 for a total of eighteen prizes each 
week, six at each course. Ties will split the money. 

Nick Kondak will be available in the lobby of the 
War Memorial each SMC lunch date in January, 
February and March to accept season dues of $45 and 
reservations for the breakfast and golf on April 15th.

The Golf Committee: 
George Arsenault,  586-773-2774; 4002 Harbor Place Dr. SCS 48080.  arsenault890@comcast.net
Nick Kondak, 313-881-8750; 740 Hawthorne Rd. GPW 48236.  nikon1926@aol.com
Steve Shrader, 313-885-8304; 1203 Yorkshire, GPP 48230, steveshr@comcast.net
Ron Rudolph,313-886-3793; 474 Elizabeth Ct. GPF 48236. ronaldrudolph@comcast.net
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Holiday Cabaret Dinner-Dance

A pleasant evening of dining, dancing and fellowship 
was enjoyed by our members and their guests for a to-

tal of 61 diners.  December 4 was our annual Cabaret Night 
Dinner Dance.

A delicious dinner, prepared by the War Memorial, (no, not 
three quarter sandwiches) was accompanied by the music of 
the Jack Molloy band.  Dancing was enjoyed by many and 
the music was great for background listenning.

Plan to join us next year for a start to the holiday season.

Denise Vlamis       Jack Molloy        Bill Bolle      Tom Ploeger
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                Betsey Boynton   Peter Higbie     Evelyn and Ron Vitale
     Jack and Arlene Cobau                 Bill and Joan Grierson

Dennis Rasch   Foster Redding   Eric Lindquist    Robert Hafel
Maggi Rasch    Carol Redding       Bernadette        Joan Hafel

          Dorothy and George Lilly     George and Delores Arsenault
      Dick and Elza Gross                       George and Betty Moulton

     Pauline and Oscar Kanan      Joyce and Carl Metzker
Marian Walker  Ched Fine               Roberta and Frank Turpin

           George & Elaine      Gil Demers       Mary Ann & John 
                Hathaway           & Charlotte               McGrail
       Betty & Bob Vogler           Ken and Pearl Van Dellen

               Mike Wells     Rich Huddleston  
Phil & Mindy Schloop            Jeanne & Willie Wyatt 
                    Jane Schaefer                  Sheila & Tom Kneeshaw
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One evening, in 1929, two young men named 
William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their 

girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mis-
sissippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to watch the 
sunset.  It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of 
the women SUGGESTED that it would be even nicer 
if they could listen to music in the car.

Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had 
tinkered with radios (Lear had served as a radio opera-
tor in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn’t 
long before they were taking apart a home radio and 
trying to get it to work in a car. But it wasn’t as easy 
as it sounds: automobiles have ignition switches, 
generators, spark plugs, and other electrical equip-
ment that generate noisy static interference, making 
it nearly impossible to listen to the radio when the 
engine is running.  One by one, Lear and Wavering 
identified and eliminated each source of electrical 
interference. When they finally got their radio to work, 
they took it to a radio convention in Chicago. There 
they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufactur-
ing Corporation.  He made a product called a “battery 
eliminator,” a device that allowed battery-powered 
radios to run on household AC current. But as more 
homes were wired for electricity more radio manufac-
turers made AC-powered radios.  Galvin needed a new 
product to manufacture. When he met Lear and Waver-
ing at the radio convention, he found it. He believed 
that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the po-
tential to become a huge business.

Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin’s factory, 
and when they perfected their first radio, they installed 
it in his Studebaker.

Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a 
loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his 
men install a radio in the banker’s Packard. Good idea, 
but it didn’t work -- Half an hour after the installation, 
the banker’s Packard caught on fire. (They didn’t get 
the loan.) Galvin didn’t give up. He drove his Stude-
baker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the 
radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association 
convention.Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the 
car outside the convention hall and cranked up the ra-
dio so that passing conventioneers could hear it.  That 
idea worked -- He got enough orders to put the radio 
into production.

What’s in a name?  That first production model was 
called the 5T71.  Galvin decided he needed to come 
up with something a little catchier.  In those days 
many companies in the phonograph and radio busi-
nesses used the suffix “ola” for their names - Radiola, 
Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest. 
Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his 
radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he de-
cided to call it the Motorola.

But even with the name change, the radio still had 
problems: When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it 
cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could 
buy a brand-new car for $650, and the country was 
sliding into the Great Depression.  (By that measure, a 
radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.)

In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a car 
radio -- The dashboard had to be taken apart so that 
the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, 
and the ceiling had to be cut open to install the an-
tenna. These early radios ran on their own batteries, 
not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the 
floorboard to accommodate them. The installation 
manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages 
of instructions.

Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent 
of the price of a brand-new car wouldn’t have been 
easy in the best of times, let alone during the Great 
Depression -- Galvin lost money in 1930 and strug-
gled for a couple of years after that.

But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began of-
fering Motorola’s pre-installed at the factory. In 1934 
they got another boost when Galvin struck a deal with 
B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and install them in 
its chain of tire stores. By then the price of the radio, 
installation included, had dropped to $55. The Mo-
torola car radio was off and running.  (The name of 
the company would be officially changed from Galvin 
Manufacturing to “Motorola” in 1947.)

 In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop 
new uses for car radios. In 1936, the same year that it 
introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the 
Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was 
factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police 
broadcasts.  In 1940 he developed with the first hand-

History of the Car Radio

Continued on page 13



January 2013 13

held two-way radio -- The Handie-Talkie -- for the U. 
S. Army.

A lot of the communications technologies that we 
take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in 
the years that followed World War II.

In 1947 they came out with the first television to 
sell under $200.  In 1956 the company introduced the 
world’s first pager; in 1969 it supplied the radio and 
television equipment that was used to televise Neil 
Armstrong’s first steps on the Moon.  In 1973 it in-
vented the world’s first handheld cellular phone.

Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone 
manufacturer in the world --And it all started with the 
car radio.

Whatever happened to the two men who installed the 
first radio in Paul Galvin’s car.  Elmer Wavering and 
William Lear ended up taking very different paths in 
life.  Wavering stayed with Motorola.  In the1950’s he 

helped change the automobile experience again when 
he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing 
inefficient and unreliable generators.  The invention lead 
to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and, 
eventually, air-conditioning.

Lear also continued inventing.  He holds more 
than 150 patents.  Remember eight-track tape play-
ers?  Lear invented that.  But what he’s really famous 
for are his contributions to the field of aviation.  He 
invented radio direction finders for planes, aided 
in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first 
fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 
introduced his most famous invention of all, the 
Lear Jet, the world’s first mass-produced, affordable 
business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of 
school after the eighth grade.)

Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the 
many things that we take for granted actually came 
into being! And it all started with a woman’s sugges-
tion!

Membership Application
Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

A Social, Educational and Recreational Club 
for Men Over 55 Years of Age.

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Name on Badge: _____________________________ 

No. & St.: ______________________________________ City: ______________________________________

5+4 ZIP: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __       Birth Date: ____/____/_____     Sig. other: ________________

E-Mail: ___________________________________________________  Fax: (_____) ____________________ 

Home Phone: (______) ____________________     Cell Phone: (______) ____________________

Hobbies: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Current or Prev. Occupation & Affiliation: _____________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Two Sponsors 

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________

Please return completed application with $60 fee ($25 one-time initiation fee + $35 dues) 
payable to SMC of Grosse Pointe, and add $10 if you want a SMC membership lapel pin. 
For reinstatement, update application and submit annual fee of $35.
Mail application and check to      SMC Membership Chairman, Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
                                                     32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236-3726 

Office Use Only
$_________ pd.
Pin ___  

Continued from page 8
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SMC BIRTHDAY LIST for JANUARY

Get Well
Salvatore (Sam) Ciaramitaro   

(313-882-9279)

  The Senior Men's Club extends good wishes for the recovery of all members 
who are confined by illness.  We miss you!  Please advise Sam Ciaramitaro 

(313)882-9279, Bill Krieg (313)886-1596 or Bill Kamm (313)884-5542 if you have 
additions or changes.   Cards are sent to confined members as we become aware of 
their illnesses.  Many request that their names not be published in this space.

Anderson, Leslie C.       12 - 86
Bradford, Kirk            25
Burt, Richard H.          14
Cammett, Stuart H.        27 - 82
Chan, Stephen              9
Couzens, Frank            18 - 89
Coyle, R. Gerald           2 - 84
Cracchiolo, Thomas A.     10 - 86
Daher, Kenneth            17
Dervan, Andrew             1
Du Four, George A.        19 - 95
Ekin, Al                  10 - 80
Everett, Robert C.         7 - 88
Fischer, Henry A.         25
Fox, James P.              8
Hatty, Michael T.         20 - 89
Hendrie, George S.        21 - 86
Henkel, Milton             3 - 86
Herbert, William P.        8 - 90
Johnson, Arthur J.        25 - 85
Judson, Nathan C.         28 - 81
Kennedy, John             15

Kienle, Carl W.            1 - 90
La Ferte, Daniel A.        2 - 85
Le Blanc, Russell J.      27
Lemen, James R.           11 - 82
Marshall, James F.        22 - 90
Mc Gratty, Stephen A.     27
Meredith, William          6 - 80
Mezger, Eugene            20 - 85
Minkwic, Leonard          19 - 88
Patrosso, Albert A.       26 - 88
Reisig, Robert O.          3 - 87
Shammus, George P.         6 - 82
Spatafora, Samuel J.      17 - 83
Spicer, S. Gary            1
Sulad, Rodger T.          23 - 82
Sylvester, Francis L.      7 - 88
Winkler, Irving P.        10 - 85
Zarobe, Ramon D.           9 - 83

40 BIRTHDAYS in JANUARY
29 Birthdays 80 & OVER

MemorialsRichard Fuher - 313-822-5555

Robert G. Frear Died December 5, 2012 Age 88 Member since 1997
 Memorials to: St. Paul Educational Trust, 157 Lakeshore Rd.

Robert W. Christian Died November 3, 2012 Age 101 Member since 1981
 Memorials to: Hospice of Michigan



January 2013 15

MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAYWEDNESDAY

SMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan 7 Jan 8 Jan 9 Jan 10 Jan 11

Dec 31 Jan 1 Jan 2 Jan 3 Jan 4

Jan 14 Jan 15 Jan 16 Jan 17 Jan 18

Jan 21 Jan 22 Jan 23 Jan 24 Jan 25

Jan 28 Jan 29 Jan 30 Jan 31 Feb 1

Feb 4 Feb 5 Feb 6 Feb 7 Feb 8

  10:00am  TENNIS
  11:00am  BILLIARDS
  12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
              GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING
                   

     8:45am  MAIL
                   NEWSLETTER
   10:30am  TENNIS
   

   10:30am  TENNIS

   10:30am  TENNIS
 

   10:30am  TENNIS
   

    8:45am  MAIL
                  NEWSLETTER
    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

December 3, 2012 - January 11, 2013

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
    9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
    9:45am  BOARD MEETING
  
    1:00pm  CARD PLAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

     9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
     9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
  
     1:00pm CARD PLAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
    5:00pm  THE READERS
  

   10:30am  TENNIS

        

   10:30am  TENNIS    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

New Year
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