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Raymond Bauer, MD
St John Hospital

Yesterday, I greeted Tim, my good friend and 
neighbor, over the back fence. An SMC mem-

ber, he said he had read my January message and 
asked if some of the men were giving me a bad time. 
I concluded he had misinterpreted something, and 
quickly replied, “Oh, no, I’ve received only positive 
responses.” I’m grateful for your encouragement and 
would like to keep my momentum, but will take this 
opportunity to risk my current standing.

One thing that strikes me about my fellow members 
is that most of you seem to be rather forgiving and 
willing to overlook things. Maybe it’s because you 
know, from a lifetime of experience, how easy it is 
to mess up, to forget something important and so on. 
When you see one of your fellows stumble, you prob-
ably think, “There, but for the grace of God, go I.” 

That’s great. 
Of course, a few are a bit cur-

mudgeonly. Our dear friend, Bob, 
not our beloved comic birthday 
guy, but another one, also beloved, 
comes to mind. He refuses to look 
or act his age, and his gruff exteri-
or, somewhat like Popeye, the sail-
or man, is somewhat off-putting, but when he gives a 
load of guff, just respond in kind, and he’ll probably 
smile at you, as he did at me, recently. I suspect that 
beneath that rough exterior beats a heart of gold.

That brings me to a matter discussed at recent 
Board meetings. With all of the nice guys in the Club, 
couldn’t we be a bit more welcoming? Ed Rowady 
thought we could start with new members and sug-

February 12, 2013

Cracchiolo Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Center
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gested I send a presidential welcome letter to all new 
members with advice on how to expedite their first 
luncheon. We worked out that the letter would direct 
a new member to the Welcome Table where Fred 
Wittwer would give him his badge number and signal 
a greeter or host to escort him to pick up his badge and 
buy his lunch and then introduce him to members at 
one of the tables. He could then stop by the head table 
to pick up his Directory and the latest Newsletter from 
Ed and a member pin from Charlie Rutherford, if he 
had paid for one with his application. 

One never knows how timely an act of kindness 
may be. A few years ago, when I was new at the head 
table, I noticed a man sitting alone at a table near the 
lectern. As 11:15 approached, and he was still alone at 
what I had finally recognized as the birthday table, I 
went over to him. I led him to a nearby table with one 
vacancy, where the men welcomed him, and he didn’t 

have to eat his birthday lunch alone. The next week’s 
Grosse Pointe News included his obituary. He had 
died on the Saturday after that SMC luncheon! I was 
so glad that he had found some friends.

Warning: I am a member of a church that doesn’t 
acknowledge anyone in particular as a saint, but in 
odd-numbered years, appropriately, I have made it 
my custom to pay homage to ST. BAlDRICk. He is 
not recognized by any church, but, in recognition of 
the BAlDness of kids with cancer, each year, near St. 
PatRICk’s Day, many men and women go to specified 
venues across the country to get their heads “shaved” 
to raise money for research for kids’ cancer. In prepa-
ration for that, I will look progressively like a hippie 
(or orchestra conductor), until suddenly I will look 
like many of you. It would be tacky of me to solicit 
you, but I won’t ignore you if you offer to sponsor me. 
You know where to find me.

Afternoon Out
Enjoy a movie, coffee and cookies twice a month on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm.  It’s just a nice way to 

spend the afternoon.
Movies are at the lavin Activity Center in Windmill Pointe Park and are free to residents of all the Grosse 

Pointes.  The guard house attendant has been alerted to admit all SMC members for this movie series.
   February 6: Fiddler On The Roof (1971)
     starring Topol & Norma Crane
   February 20: Summer Of 42 (1971)
     starring Jennifer O’Neill & Gary Grimes 
   March 6: Annie Hall (1977)
     starring Woody Allen & Diane keaton
   March 20: When Harry Met Sally (1989)
     starring Billy Crystal & Meg Ryan

Special Events  -  Tom Kneeshaw (313-821-7480

These two chickens walk into the Grosse Pointe Library and walk up to the 
desk and ask the librarian "Book, book, book."

She gives three books to them.  They come back a little later and say the same 
thing, "Book, book, book."  So she gives them more books.
They come back at four o'clock and say "Book, book, book."  She gives the 
books to them, but she decides to follow them.  And she follows them down to 
a pond where they are tossing books to a frog who looks at the books and says, 
"Reddit, reddit, reddit."
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New Members
Membership  -  Ed Rowady  -  313-882-4963

New Member  Badge Name Home Phone Sponsors
Address  Spouse Hobbies 
  Birthday  Former Firm   
  Cell Phone e-Mail 

Denver Higley Denver 313-642-1752 ken Maleitzke & Bert Baker
1259 Cadieux Rd  karen Reading, hiking
Grosse Pointe Park  October 28, 1952 Michigan Air National Guard
48230-1229  313-805-2705 denver.higley@gmail.com

William Solomon Bill 313-469-9800 Rodger Sulad & Ed Rowady
23324 Greencrest  Jean Walking
St. Clair Shores  March 21, 1930 Private Business
48080-2565   wsol14@aol.com

Mystery Wheels

2013 Directory Correction
Our friend and member Jack king moved his residence permanently to Falls Church, Virginia.  The cor-

rected information was properly inserted into the new 2013 Directory of Members with the exception of the 
telephone number.  The correct phone number is {313-268-8304}.  If you know Jack, please make this correc-

tion in your 2013 Directory. 
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Lt. James Smith

Kids-TALK Program

Luncheon Meeting - November 27, 2012 Speaker: Lt. James Smith
               GPP Public Safety (Ret.)
Introduction by:  Eric A. Lindquist  
Invocation by:  Rev Beck
Reported by:  Ken Van Dellen

embraced the program, but 
Ms. Diehl’s employment in 
the Prosecutor’s office gave 
the perception that that office 
was running the program. She 
stepped back, and the Guidance 
Center took over with funding 
and management. Through the 
efforts of the Guidance Center 
and the community Advisory 
Board, interviews are con-
ducted in a kid-friendly way 
in a kid-friendly environment. 
Interviews are DVD-recorded, 
and reviewed to make sure that 
protocols are followed. The 
DVDs can be used by appropri-

ate individuals in preparing a case.
Currently, about 1200 children are interviewed per 

year, in sexual assault and serious physical assault 
cases. In addition, the program has been extended to 
cover children who have witnessed violent crimes 
against family members. 

Interviewers have to operate with a completely 
open mind, being aware that a child might have been 
coached by, say, a parent in a custody case. These 
cases do happen.

Grosse Pointe Park is a satellite office for the kids-
TAlk program. It covers the Grosse Pointes and 
Harper Woods, but can also be used by Detroit in an 
emergency. This is one of three sites. There is also 
a satellite in Southgate, and the main site is on the 
campus of Wayne State University in a beautiful home 
that has been renovated specifically for this purpose, 
with the carriage house converted to a state-of-the-art 
medical office and examination facility, which is much 

lt. Smith began by refer-
ring to kids-TAlk as a 

“little known, but very impor-
tant program here in Grosse 
Pointe.”  He went on to give 
an account of how child abuse 
cases had been handled before 
this program was instituted. 
In those days, a child alleg-
ing abuse might report it to a 
teacher, who would get school 
personnel involved, and they 
would, in turn, contact police 
and human services. Each 
would conduct an interview, 
perhaps followed by medical 
and other agencies, subject-
ing the child to multiple interviews, concluding with 
the prosecutor’s office. There was concern over hav-
ing a child repeat the story of a traumatic experience 
over and over to those who were not trained child 
interviewers, as well as over the risk of contaminated 
information because of leading questions. In addition, 
there was the possibility that leading questions would 
lead to someone being falsely accused of a crime.

The first kids-TAlk program was the brainchild of 
Nancy Diehl, a former Grosse Pointe Park resident, 
who was in the Wayne County Prosecutor’s office. She 
wanted the guilty punished and the falsely accused 
absolved. She contacted Mr. Smith about twelve years 
ago, and he became the law Enforcement Represen-
tative to the program. Michigan has a child forensic 
interview protocol, a thick manual that must be fol-
lowed, and kids-TAlk does so, to be sure things are 
done right.

In 2001, Ms. Diehl approached the Guidance Cen-
ter, a Wayne County mental health agency, and they 

Continued on page 5
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more comfortable than a hospital ER. It is staffed by 
an on-site nurse, is near Children’s Hospital, and staff 
are on call for quick responses. Interviews and exams 
are funded by the Guidance Center, which receive sup-
port from various sources.

As usual, a lively question and answer period fol-
lowed, with the audience asking their typically good 
questions, indicating thoughtful attention to the speak-

Continued from page 4

er. I’m glad that I arranged to have this speaker, who 
spoke on a timely topic.

 [I apologize for this November 27 report being so 
late. The First Vice President was unable to do it in 
time for the January issue, and then determined, on 
January 17, that he couldn't make the February issue, 
either, so he asked me if I would do it for him.]

Attendance

All members and guests are welcome at our 
semi-monthly meetings. Please remember to 

sign up in advance at our lunch meetings. 
Call in to make any additions or changes in your 

reservation. Print your names clearly on the attendance 
record, and record your badge number.

Your telephone calls are important.   The next 
meetings are February 12 & 26. 

  Accurate attendance forecasting means everyone 
eats on time. Call before 11:00 a.m. Monday, the day 
preceding the meeting that your new plans affect.  

Bob Chandler
Jack landin
ken Maleitzke
Ed White
Jack H. Williams

Call anyone on the following attendance committee:

Jack H. Williams   313-886-7813

(586) 779-3228
(313) 886-9456
(313) 343-6476
(313) 647-9086        

   (313) 886-7813

Memorials
Richard Fuher   313-822-5555

lester William Moll Died December 20, 2012 Age 84 Member since 1994
 Memorials to: William Beaumont Hospital Foundation
   American Diabetes Association

Arthur J. Johnson Died December 21, 2012 Age 84 Member since 1999

Robert E. Stieber Died December 23, 2012 Age 83 Member since 1998
 Memorials to: Capuchin Monastery

Donald A. lindow Died December 18, 2012 Age 96 Member since 1983
 Memorials to: Detroit Historical Society
   Belle Isle Conservancy

Carl J. Dalligan Died January 8, 2013 Age 96 Member since 1985

Allan F. Meissner Died January 19, 2013 Age 89 Member since 1996
 Memorials to: Estabrooks Havencrest
   9259 Sandyside, White lake, MI 48386
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Investment Seminar -  November 27, 2012 Speaker: Kent Commer
               Arrow Financial Solutions, PLC
Introduction by:    Dan Beck
Reported by:   Dan Beck

2012 Year-End Tax Planning

A fairly common strategy 
at year-end is to try to 

shift income into the following 
year by, for example, deferring 
a year-end bonus or delaying 
the collection of business debts, 
rents and payments for ser-
vices.  This year, however, you 
have to consider any income 
moves very carefully.  This is 
because federal income rates 
are scheduled to jump in 2013.  
We’ll go from six federal tax 
brackets (10%, 15%, 25%, 
28%, 33%, and 35%) to fi ve 
(15%, 28%, 31%, 36% and 39.6%).  The maximum 
rate that applies to long-term capital gains will gener-
ally increase from 15% to 20%.  And while the current 
lower long-term capital gain rates apply to qualifying 
dividends, starting in 2013, dividends will be taxed as 
ordinary income.

Could the current federal income tax be extended yet 
again?  Of course, but it’s far from a certain bet.  That 
means any moves you contemplate have to be consid-
ered in the context of several “what if” scenarios.

New Medicare taxes created by the health-care re-
form legislation passed in 2010 take effect January 1, 
2013.  Beginning then, the hospital insurance (HI) por-
tion of the payroll tax – commonly referred to as the 
Medicare portion – increases by 0.9% for high wage 
individuals.  Also beginning in 2013, a new 3.8% 
Medicare Contribution tax is imposed on the unearned 
income of high-income individuals.

Who is affected?  The 0.9% payroll tax increase af-
fects those with wages exceeding $200,000 ($250,000 

for married couples fi ling a 
joint federal income tax re-
turn and $125,000 for married 
individuals fi ling separately).  
The 3.8% contribution tax on 
unearned income applies to 
some or all of the net invest-
ment income of individuals 
with modifi ed adjusted gross 
income that exceeds $200,000 
($250,000 for married fi ling 
a joint federal tax return, and 
$125,000 for married individu-
als fi ling separately).

Kent clearly covered revisit-
ing Roth conversions and the need to closely look at 
itemized deductions.

As things stand now, the AMT exemptions amounts 
that apply for 2012 and 2013 are signifi cantly lower 
than for 2011.  As a result, unless Congress retroac-
tively changes the AMT rules, it’s estimated that more 
than 30 million taxpayers, (roughly 20% of all taxpay-
ers) will be hit by the AMT in 2012.

 Kent ended his impressive presentation with a brief 
run through of “Celebrity Disasters” as he entertained 
seminar attendees regarding the mishaps encountered 
by John Denver, no will; Redd Foxx died owing the 
IRS $3,000,000 (what other choice did he have?).  
Marlon Brando, Gary Coleman (deserves article of his 
own), Elizabeth Edwards who changed her will one 
week before dying, Walter Cronkite who died at age 
92 and had a girlfriend he left nothing but memories.

 There is no excuse not to have an estate planner.
 The question and answer period was lengthy, edify-

ing, humorous - you should have been there!

Kent Commer
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Tuesday Bridge
Leonard Schim  313- 881-0151

  Dave Ruyle   586-321-3045 

     Friday Duplicate Bridge  
                    December 21 
 North/South  East/West
1st Cobau/Edwards  Bedsworth/Pappas
2nd laGrasso/Mayer  Morris/Ward
3rd Martin/Rummel  Schuck/Mitseff 
4th Ruyle/Brown  Tarnow/Deacon
5th Pannock/Rutan  Ordon/Welchli
6th Perkin/kolb  Howell/Higbie 

                    December 28
 North/South  East/West
1st Edwards/laGrasso  Bedsworth/Pappas
2nd Ruyle/Platt  Martin/Mayer 
3rd Tarnow/Chariot  lee/Deacon
4th Perkin/kolb  Morris/Ward
5th Pannock/Rutan  killeen/Browning
6th Cobau/Cobau  Howell/Higbie
7th   Ordon//Welchli

                       January 4
 North/South  East/West
1st Cobau/Edwards  Tarnow/Deacon
2nd kaczmare/laGrasso  Morris/Ward
3rd Ruyle/Brown  Bedsworth/Pappas
4th Jur/Browning  killeen/lee
5th lenz/Smith  Schuch/Mitseff
6th Pannock/Rutan  Martin/Mayer
7th Perkin/kolb  Howell/Higbie
8th   Ordon/Welchli

Contract Bridge 
Monday at G.P Woods Community Center

Dennis C. Rasch  313-885-7146

         First    Second  
                     January 7
 Gene Bertelsen Bill Grierson
 Darrah Porter Roy Eugenio
 Denny Rasch Frank Markey
  
                      January 14
 Art linzell keith leibbrand
 Bill Grierson Jack Ryan
 Denny Rasch Ted Zemenick
  
                     January 21
                                 Mlk Holiday
 Art linzell keith leibbrand

      First      Second
                    December 11 
 Frank Markey Dave Morrow

                          January 8 
 len Bartoszewicz Darrah Porter

                          January 22 
 len Bartoszewicz Art linzell



February 20138

Leon LeBrecque

Continued on page 9

Investment Seminar -  December 11, 2012 Speaker: Leon LeBrecque, J.D., CPA 
Introduction by:    Dan Beck
Reported by:   Dan Beck

2013 Economic Outlook

For 2013 a theme of aus-
terity is clearly emerg-

ing with the uncertaintly of the 
“Fiscal Cliff.”  The European 
Union is forcing austerity on 
its southern countries, and the 
fi scal cliff and looming debt 
leviathan is forcing austerity on 
the US.  Our outlook looks at 
three versions of austerity and 
the probable consequences for 
the New Year.

Cliff Note One:  Austerity 
Lite

“Austerity lite” is a band-aid 
style patch where some modest 
revenue increases are coupled 
with some very modest budget cuts.  light tax increas-
es and light budget cuts will probably avert an im-
mediate recession, but keep the defi cit growing.  This 
may be the form of extending all or most of the status 
quo.  We’ll defi ne “austerity lite” as any combination 
of revenue increase or spending cuts that total less than 
$2T over ten years.  Incidentally, the defi cit for ONE 
year is about $1.2T.

Cliff Note Two:  Austerity Regular
“Austerity Regular” would be a bargain that takes 

both sides into some serious movement.  We’d call this 
a Simpson-Bowles scenario (more than $2T of cuts 
over ten years).  Here there is movement toward defi cit 
reduction and probably averting a recession, although 
this aspect may entail low or negative growth in the 
fi rst quarter of 2013.

Cliff Note Three:  Austerity Stout
“Austerity Stout” is a drive off the cliff and the 

ensuing mess of the wreck.  Our version is simply that 
$800+B of tax increases and budget cuts will trigger a 
recession, increase unemployment, decrease consumer 
spending and cut corporate profi ts.  Any silver lining 
is that the stout version is so untenable it would most 
likely move the country toward serious tax reform, and 

put a big dent in the defi cit, at 
the cost of a recession.

The reason we elaborate the 
three scenarios is that each has 
a different effect on the out-
look for 2013.

Economic Growth:
In the two lighter scenarios 

(Austerity lite and Austerity 
Regular), we suggest that the 
GDP will have modest growth, 
probably in the range of 1.5% 
- 2.0%.  Our take is that the 
Austerity lite is most like the 
status quo, and so the progno-
sis of this solution to the cliff 
is that lite is “continued ane-

mia.”  A more robust defi cit reduction proposal (albeit 
only a modestly painful one) would probably have the 
initial damper on GDP in the fi rst two quarters, and 
more growth in the third and fourth.  Austerity Stout 
would be disruptive and probably shrink the GDP by 
2.3% in the fi rst two quarters and maybe for the year 
by a negative 3-4%.

US Equities (S&P 500)
Our version is the US equity market, as measured 

by the S&P 500, is showing relative undervaluation 
based on political uncertainty.  The S&P forward PE 
is lower than the 10 and 15-year average PE, and the 
S&P earnings yield is signifi cantly higher than the 
Baa bond yield.  The S&P dividend yield is higher 
than the 10-year treasury by a signifi cant amount, 
and the alternate investment in bank deposits has an 
effective return of almost zero.  In this environment, 
under the lite scenario, stocks return to being one of 
the only viable investment alternatives (compared to 
both international and fi xed), and the stock market 
will probably revert to a normal return.  In the regular 
scenario, stocks have a greater opportunity to operate 
under certainty, so we’d suggest that the market may 
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Continued from page 8

lead the economy and grow faster.  In the stout scenar-
io, corporate earnings and top-line revenue would both 
suffer, and the market would likely decline.

Sentiment
We feel that there is a tendency among analysts to 

ignore consumer sentiment.  Since markets are behav-
iorally driven, we’d suggest that PE and sentiment are 
correlated (the R2 is actually .75) as are real (inflation 
adjusted) yields (the R2 is .68).  Under a lite scenario, 
consumer sentiment will likely stay in the 80 range, 
probably keeping both PE and real return at the status 
quo.  Under a regular scenario, the prospect of stability 
and growth may propel sentiment to 2006-2007 lev-
els (around 100), which might portend an increase in 
PE and real return.  Under stout, we’d suggest a drop 
in sentiment and a drop in PE, with real return going 
negative.

Interest Rates
The current monetary policy, which appears to 

remain unimpeded for at least the calendar year, is 
toward extremely low interest rates.  We think that in-
terest rates will stay low for the year.  In the case of a 
Stout scenario, some federal rates (TIPS for example) 
could support negative yields.

Consumer
Consumer debt service as a percentage of dispos-

able personal income was 10.5% in the third quarter of 
2012, compared to 14.1% in the third quarter of 2007.  
With QE3 loosening and the surge in refinancing, this 
debt service percent will drop, likely increasing per-
sonal savings, and further decreasing debt service.  In 
the absence of a Stout scenario, which would quash 
consumer spending, the consumer sector should be 
stable.

Inflation
Basically CPI is relatively stable under 2% (head-

line at about 1.7% as of 09/30/12).  In a lite scenario, 
the status quo will probably prevail for 2013, and the 
inflation rate will likely stay under 2.0%.  Under a 
Regular scenario, inflation may have a very modest 
initial decline (slight decrease in consumer spending, 
and likely ramp up as economic activity increases.  
Under a stout scenario, inflation would likely drop to 
zero in the short run.

Commodities
Commodities provide an interesting paradigm by 

changing their correlations dramatically in different 
economic scenarios.  In the lite and Normal scenarios 
we outlined, we think inflation will eventually in-

crease, which historically bodes well for commodities 
(although equities do better in a low and rising infla-
tion environment).  In a Stout scenario, where infla-
tion would likely be lower due to economic decline, 
commodities would probably suffer declines.

The Hidden Elephant in the Corner
The Money Multiplier:  We think it is interesting 

how most projections summarily ignore the multiplier.  
The money multiplier, or basically the money supply 
(M2) divided by the monetary base, expresses how 
many times money moves when added to the system.  
For most of 2000-2007, the multiplier was about 8.5, 
peaking at 9 in late 2007.  Basically, one dollar in the 
system moves about 8.5 times.  The multiplier current-
ly sits at 3.8.  An expansion in the money multiplier 
will dramatically increase the money supply and have 
the effect of quick expansion, probably coupled with 
quick inflation.  The current expansionary monetary 
policy QE1, QE2 and QE3, coupled with a low multi-
plier may be creating a ‘pent-up’ inflation situation.

International
Europe appears to be ahead of the US in the Auster-

ity mode.  Under the European ‘Austerity lite’, ex-
cept Greece, we are currently seeing a mild recession, 
and nominal GDP growth.  In fact, developed market 
GDP is projected at about 1%.  Emerging markets, on 
the other hand, are poised for GDP growth about 4% 
in total and in some cases, upwards of 8%.  Emerg-
ing Markets now represent 50% of world GDP (on a 
purchasing power parity basis), while only being 13% 
of the MSCI All Country Index.  Emerging markets 
appear to be a brighter spot on the 2013 horizon.

Contagion
A stout scenario, which would likely push the 

US into a recession, would likely create contagion 
throughout the world economy, including emerging 
markets.  In turbulent times, the correlation of US and 
international markets reverts to 1.0.  In a lite or regu-
lar scenario, the markets will likely stay somewhat 
disassociated.

Plan
We have currently moved 50% of equity positions 

into short-term corporate bonds.  Pending resolution 
of the cliff, we shall engage in a re-entry procedure 
based on the outcome of the negotiations.  We’ll con-
tinue in emerging market exposure and keep durations 
short to avert possible inflation.

leon’s presentations are awaited with great antici-
pation and we are never disappointed.  His knowledge 
of his profession is impressive.
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Gone Girl
The Readers Frank Markey (313-886-8324

Nick Dunne a journalist, mid-aged and unem-
ployed, from New York finds himself back in 

Hamilton, Missouri, in his parents’ home co-managing 
with his twin sister their distressed parents and a bar 
purchased with the last of his wife’s trust fund.  Amy, 
the wife, is an unhappy New Yorker in quiet Mis-
souri.  She is very bright, active, and beautiful and 
sees herself slipping through her thirties bored.  Since 
they cannot leave, she would have a baby to give her 
some direction.  Nick nixes following through at the 
fertility clinic telling Amy that it would become too 
stressful on him as he could not afford to raise a child 
in the manner that she was raised.  Against this back 
drop, Amy stumbles upon and takes to tracing Nick’s 
secret relationship with a young beauty as beautiful as 
she herself once was   It leads to her plotting but what 
course?

Amy wants Nick as he was when they were court-
ing, or does she?  On their Fifth Anniversary, did she 
stage a violent scene in their home and leave, or was 
she murdered and carried away?  The police would be-
lieve Nick a murderer and are shown as working hard 

to indict him, given no body.  Nick sees Amy as more 
probably trying to win him back than destroy him with 
planted notes and clues.  To save himself, he plays the 
anxious husband.  His sister, his confidant, sees him 
self-destructing yet hopelessly loves him.

The author speaks of specializing in damaged, 
disturbed or, at times, down right nasty characters.  
How true.  Plan to read this book twice as we all are 
doing.  Read once in amazement of what happens next 
and a second time to catch clues that suggests how 
the story would end.  Can evil-doers long be anything 
else?  The book prompted quite a discussion.

February reading is DRIFT by Rachel Maddow and 
the March reading is the GRAND DESIGN by Ste-
phen Hawking and leonard Mlodinow.

Meetings are on the third Tuesday of each month.  
The next two are February 19th and March 19th.  The 
Meeting runs from 5:00pm until 6:30pm.  They are 
held at Dan Beck’s home at 25 Roslyn in Grosse 
Pointe Shores.  RSVP (313) 881-0322.                                                          

by Gillian Flynn

March 19 Stephen Hawking  The Grand Design
   leonard Mlodinow

April 16 Chrystia Freeland Plutocrats: The Rise of the Super Rich and the Fall of Everyone Else

May 21 Scott Turow  Pleading Guilty

June 18 Tom Reiss  The Black Count

July 16 Tracy Chevalier Remarkable Creatures

Sept. 17 T. J. Stiles  The First Tycoon: The Epic life of Cornelius Vanderbilt

Oct. 15 Matthew Guerrieri The First Four Notes: Beethoven’s Fifth and the Human Imagination

Nov. 19 Stephen Greenblatt The Swerve: How the World Became Modern

Reading List
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The Golf League, a sub-club of the Senior Men’s 
Club of Grosse Pointe (SMC), is taking mem-

berships for the 2013 season. The only requirement 
for membership is interest in the game and being able 
to count up to 150. You don’t have to be a member of 
SMC to join the league.  The fee for the Golf League 
is $45 and includes a paid seat at the end of season 
Banquet in October and a complete record of your 
scores on every hole in all 18-hole rounds you played.

In the 2012 season, 144 members played over 2000 
rounds of 18-hole golf at three courses during a period 
of twenty-three weeks from April to September. A total 
of 119 individuals collected $2459.  We also had a 
hole-in-one.     

Again this season, we will play three courses: 
Golden Hawk, St. Clair Shores, and Chandler Park. 
You may play any week-day, as often as you wish, and 
place the scorecard in our League deposit box at each 
course. At St. Clair Shores our League has Thursdays 
at a reduced rate, but you must call and reserve one 
week in advance. St. Clair Shores is available for our 
play any weekday, you just won’t get our league rate, 
and you may only make a reservation four days ahead, 
unless you are a St. Clair Shores resident, or a member 
of their Golf Club. At all courses you must call in for a 
tee time.

The League is divided into three flights based on 
member handicaps. Each week we record the first and 
second place winners for each flight at each of the 
three courses. First place in each flight pays $5; second 
place pays $3, and ties split the prizes.   

We will have two, two-week long Scrambles this 
year, and they will be played during the weeks of June 
10-14 & June 17-21 and August 12-16 & August 19-
23. This longer time will allow teams to Scramble at 
more than one course if desired. In both Scrambles, 
the second week is optional. League members will 
be able to play for Scramble prizes at Chandler Park, 
Golden Hawk & St. Clair Shores with the possibility 
of winning three times. The prize for each winning 
team member in all three flights is $8. The prizes will 
be awarded at the October 6th Golf Banquet. Members 
who do not wish to participate in the scrambles, may 
play for their own pleasure, and individual scores will 
not be recorded during the first scramble week but will 
be recorded during the second scramble week.

Calling all Golfers
We will continue our practice of allowing members 

who are not able to play 18 holes in one day to let 
these members play nine holes, turn in their scores to 
be recorded, play another round of nine holes the same 
week or the next week or whenever, turn in that sec-
ond score (even if the second nine is played on a dif-
ferent course) and our handicapper will match the two 
nines to make an 18 hole round that then will qualify 
for prizes. It will be necessary to carefully identify the 
scorecards with names and dates so the match can be 
made. 

The League will continue prizes for birdies and 
eagles: $1 for birdies and $2 for eagles with a limit of 
one of each per course per week per member.

The fun and games start this year on Monday, April 
15 with our Kickoff Breakfast at Golden Hawk Golf 
Club at 8:00 am. (Some eager fellows come a little 
earlier.) Immediately after breakfast, we will go out 
to the course for a shotgun start of eighteen holes that 
will officially begin the season. Everyone rides a cart. 
If the weather is bad, we will skip the start of play but 
the breakfast is on regardless.   So come prepared for 
one or both. The combination of breakfast and golf 
(including a cart) is $32; breakfast only is $10.   Both 
are payable in cash only that morning in the first floor 
lobby as you enter the clubhouse.   Please call one 
of the committee members (listed below) to let us 
know how many will be attending for either breakfast 
and golf or breakfast only. It is not necessary to be a 
member of the Golf League to attend the Breakfast; 
moreover, newcomers are welcome.

For membership in the League, send your check 
for $45 made out to “SMC Golf League” to the Trea-
surer, Nick Kondak, at 740 Hawthorne, GPW, 48236 
and include a stamped self-addressed envelope.  Nick 
Kondak will be available at the breakfast  to accept 
dues.  Also, a golf committee member will be in the 
lobby of the War Memorial each Tuesday of the SMC 
luncheon meetings through the first meeting in April 
to collect dues and take reservations for the Kickoff 
Breakfast. 

Join us for Breakfast and the golf season and bring a 
golfing friend.

From The SMC Golf League Committee:

George Arsenault,  586-773-2774; arsenault890@comcast.net
Nick Kondak,    313-881-8750;  nikon1926@aol.com
Steve Shrader,   313-885-8304; steveshr@comcast.net
Ron Rudolph,   313-886-3793; ronaldrudolph@comcast.net

The Golf Committee:
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Who really killed the electric car? Contrary to 
claims advanced by conspiracy theorists, it 

wasn’t General Motors. Actually, GM’s EV1 was a 
brilliant machine that fostered a vision of highways 
filled with silent zero-emission vehicles. Not much 
more than a decade later, that dream seems more like a 
delusion. Despite all the laurels and attention garnered 
by Tesla and its rivals, it’s now clear that electric 
vehicles will never be more than bit players in the 
automotive market until there are some fundamental 
breakthroughs in battery technology, and nobody 
knows when--or even if--that’s going to occur.

What makes the marginalization of EVs seem 
so weird is that electric cars once ruled the roost. 
The first electric-powered carriages appeared in the 
1830s, roughly half a century before gasoline-fueled 
automobiles. In 1900, the battery-powered Columbia 
was the best-selling car in America, and the land 
speed record was held by an electric car driven by a 
Belgian racer known as The Red Devil. More than two 
dozen electric car companies vied for market share 
during the early 20th century. The debut of the dirt-
cheap Model T Ford in 1908 radically changed the 
rules of engagement. But electric cars continued to 
be marketed successfully as refined high-end vehicles 
that appealed to status-conscious consumers and, 
especially, women. 

“Ever since the small electric runabouts were 
introduced, about ten years ago,” the New York Times 
reported in 1911, “they have always been popular 
with women. In the early days of motoring, the little 
electrics were about the only kind of motor car a 
woman could handle easily as the early gasoline cars 
required more strength to crank than most women 
possess. Another great advantage of electrics in years 
gone by was their quiet operation, as compared with 
gasoline cars, and this fact alone was responsible for 
their widespread use by women.”

Gasoline-powered cars of the era tended to be loud, 
smelly and unreliable. But the major knock against 
them was the effort--and sometimes the injuries--

associated with starting them. At the time, no car 
equipped with an internal-combustion engine came 
with an on-board starter. No matter how exotic the 
car, it had to be cranked by hand. That is to say, an 
external handle was attached to the crankshaft so 
that the engine could literally be turned over by hand 
much as some airplanes are started by spinning the 
propeller. As you might imagine, this could be a royal 
pain, especially when dealing with large and/or cold 
engines. 

Besides requiring a lot of elbow grease, not to 
mention being beyond the physical capability of 
most women, cranking a car could also be dangerous 
because the crank sometimes kicked back abruptly 
enough to break fingers or wrists. According to 
legend, in fact, Cadillac founder Henry Leland was 
inspired to look into alternatives after a friend broke 
his jaw--and later died due to complications from the 
surgery--after a mishap while hand-cranking a car.

Enter Charles P. Kettering, one of the country’s 
most influential and prolific inventors. Later in his 
life, he would play instrumental roles in developing 
products such as Freon, leaded gasoline, automotive 
paint and even an aerial torpedo. He first came 
to prominence while working for National Cash 
Register, where he was responsible for creating an 
electric cash register. Next, working out of a research 
facility known as the Deeds Barn in Dayton, Ohio, 
Boss Kettering and his so-called barn gang formed 
the Dayton Engineering Laboratories Company, now 
better-known as Delco. Among Delco’s first products 
was the world’s first electric starter.

Kettering’s self-starter essentially replicated the 
hand crank with a mechanical unit. Pressing a button 
caused the starter motor to engage the flywheel, and 
electric current turned the gear to crank the engine.

Kettering’s great insight was understanding that, 
though the starter motor required a lot of power to 
turn over the engine from rest, it needed electrical 
juice only for a few seconds. Moreover, he realized 

How the Electric Starter
Killed the Electric Car

by Preston Lerner

Continued on page 13
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Membership Application
Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

A Social, Educational and Recreational Club 
for Men Over 55 Years of Age.

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Name on Badge: _____________________________ 

No. & St.: ______________________________________ City: ______________________________________

5+4 ZIP: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __       Birth Date: ____/____/_____     Sig. other: ________________

E-Mail: ___________________________________________________  Fax: (_____) ____________________ 

Home Phone: (______) ____________________     Cell Phone: (______) ____________________

Hobbies: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Current or Prev. Occupation & Affiliation: _____________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Two Sponsors 

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________

Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________

Please return completed application with $60 fee ($25 one-time initiation fee + $35 dues) 
payable to SMC of Grosse Pointe, and add $10 if you want a SMC membership lapel pin. 
For reinstatement, update application and submit annual fee of $35.
Mail application and check to      SMC Membership Chairman, Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
                                                     32 lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236-3726 

Office Use Only
$_________ pd.
Pin ___  

that the surplus power could be harnessed to run the 
lighting system as well as the ignition. Even better, 
Kettering was inspired to create the first practical 
engine-driven generator. Kettering received patents 
for both the generator and the electric starter, which 
earned him a vast fortune to go along with his well-
deserved celebrity.

In 1911, Henry Leland ordered 1,200 ignition and 
lighting systems from Delco, and they appeared on 

the 1912 model year Cadillacs. By 1920, the electric 
starter was standard equipment even on the bare-bones 
Model T. Before long, Detroit Electric was the last 
surviving--barely--electric car company, and by the 
time the Great Depression hit, EVs were used only 
in commercial fleets making local deliveries. So GM 
didn’t kill the electric car. No, the blame--or credit, 
depending on your perspective--belongs to Boss Ket 
and his barn gang.

Continued from page 12

An elephant and a giraffe came down to the watering hole for a drink. They see a turtle 
fast asleep, basking in the sun. The elephant goes over and kicks the turtle, wack, to 

the other shore. "Boy, that was cruel." said the giraffe. "Why did you do that?" The elephant 
said, "That turtle bit a big chunk out of my trunk fifty years ago." "Fifty years ago! Wow, 
what a great memory," said the giraffe. "Yes," said the elephant. "I have turtle recall."
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SMC BIRTHDAY LIST for FEBRUARY

1939  MG  Tourer

Get WellSalvatore (Sam) Ciaramitaro   
(313-882-9279)

  The Senior Men's Club extends good wishes for the recovery of all members 
who are confined by illness.  We miss you!  Please advise Sam Ciaramitaro 

(313)882-9279, Bill krieg (313)886-1596 or Bill kamm (313)884-5542 if you have 
additions or changes.   Cards are sent to confined members as we become aware of 
their illnesses.  Many request that their names not be published in this space.

Armant, David L.          18 - 93
Bamford, Elton B.         17 - 82
Berk, Barry                1
Bidigare, Thomas          18
Blain, Donald             27 - 89
Brown, Arthur S.          20 - 96
Bryant, Arthur W.          3
Carter, Ivor W.            7 - 87
Chapman, Benjamin G.      18 - 81
Cleek, Andrew              9
Connor, Peter W.          19
Dailey, Walter            20 - 89
Darlington, Henry         25
De Ryck, Raymond C.        3
Dingeman, Harry J.        29 - 97
Ducastel, Robert A.       23 - 95
Greiner, Joseph            3 - 81
Grierson, William O.       9
Griffith, William H.       5 - 89
Gross, Richard K.         16 - 86
Harkenrider, Delmar        6
Harwood, Charles           3
Hurst, Ernest J.          20 - 90
Jones, James L.           21
Kalso, Donald             19 - 85
Knop, Thomas F.            6 - 90
Le Clerc, Roger           18
Leiter, Werner A.          5 - 86
Leone, Russell            12 - 83
Lie, Kim K.               23 - 81

Marshall, C. Gregory      23 - 94
Mc Hugh, George W.         9 - 89
Mc Kee, Martin T.         11 - 89
Mc Millin, Stewart E.     10
Mc Nelis, James I.        22 - 91
Metzker, Carl W.          14 - 86
Mogk, John E.             10
Molitor, Arthur H.        11 - 83
Moran, John E.            12 - 91
Morrow, Dennis             7
Niederoest, Robert J.     10
Noto, Anthony             21 - 80
Rauh, James L.            27 - 83
Reinbold, Eric E.         12 - 92
Rizzo, Paul                7 - 90
Ruemenapp, Harold A.      26 - 84
Rutherford, Charles R.    14 - 84
Salot, William N.         25
Schomig, Lud               5 - 92
Sprague, Henry            11 - 82
Steketee, Kenneth J.      14 - 89
Taylor, Victor H.         16 - 90
Urquhart, John P.          7 - 87
Vitolins, Robert          20
Vorhees, Randall F.        8
Walz, Erhard              19 - 81
Wrosch, Robert            20

A Total of 57 BIRTHDAYS in FEBRUARY
with       37  Birthdays 80 & OVER

Raffle 
Winners

Jan 8 Carl Metzker $44
  kip Sadler $44
Jan 22 Bob Hafel $39
  Bob Hafel  $39
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MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAYWEDNESDAY

SMC CAlENDAR OF EVENTS

Feb 11 Feb 12 Feb 13 Feb 14 Feb 15

Feb 4 Feb 5 Feb 6 Feb 7 Feb 8

Feb 18 Feb 19 Feb 20 Feb 21 Feb 22

Feb 25 Feb 26 Feb 27 Feb 28 Mar 1

Mar 4 Mar 5 Mar 6 Mar 7 Mar 8

Mar 11 Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14 Mar 15

  10:00am  TENNIS
  11:00am  BIllIARDS
  12:00am  CARD PlAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
              GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PlAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PlAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PlAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PlAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PlAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPlICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPlICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPlICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPlICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPlICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPlICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

     9:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  BOWlING

     9:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  BOWlING

     9:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  BOWlING

     9:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  BOWlING

     9:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  BOWlING
                   

   10:30am  TENNIS
     1:00pm  MOVIES
                   lavins Center, GPP

   10:30am  TENNIS

   10:30am  TENNIS
 

   10:30am  TENNIS
     1:00pm  MOVIES
                   lavins Center, GPP    

    8:45am  MAIl
                  NEWSlETTER
    9:30am  CHORAl GROUP

February 4, 2013 - March 15, 2013

     9:00am  BIllIARDS
   12:00am  BOWlING

    9:30am  CHORAl GROUP
    9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
    9:45am  BOARD MEETING
  
    1:00pm  CARD PlAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

     9:30am  CHORAl GROUP
     9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
  
     1:00pm CARD PlAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

    9:30am  CHORAl GROUP
    5:00pm  THE READERS
  

   10:30am  TENNIS

        

   10:30am  TENNIS
     1:00pm  MOVIES
                   lavins Center, GPP    

    9:30am  CHORAl GROUP
    9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
    9:45am  BOARD MEETING
  
    1:00pm  CARD PlAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

     8:45am  MAIl
                   NEWSlETTER
    9:30am  CHORAl GROUP
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Charles E. Fine
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Keith A. Liebbrand
Robert E. Murphy  
Robert J. Hynes
Nicholas P. Piccione

Term Ending September 30, 2013
Robert Hafel
Thomas Kneeshaw
Donald L. Kalso
Dennis C. Rasch
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