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William R. Shepler

Icebreaker Mackinaw

I wish you all a very happy (and healthy) New 
Year.  I find it hard to believe that all that is left of 
2011 are the memories we have taken from it.  I hope 
your memories are pleasant ones.

My responsibility to the Men’s Club in 2011 was to 
acquire speakers for our twice-monthly meetings.  I 
am happy to report that I was not disappointed with 
any of them.

With the help of many people, members, including 
but not limited to Bob Vogler, Henry Sprague, Dan 
Biske, Leonard Schim, Jon Gandelot and Dan Beck, 
and non-members alike, I successfully recruited doc-
tors, lawyers, historians, clergymen, politicians, writ-
ers, educators and business people, to name but a few. 
Only two speakers backed out, due to other commit-
ments, but they gave me ample notice and sent substi-
tutes who were equal to the task.

The last presenter that I recruited, thanks to the 

recommendation of member Don 
Dungan, was Jack Lessenberry 
who spoke to us on November 
22 on the subject of the National 
Election of 2012. Whether it was 
he, his style or his subject matter, 
he was, far and away, the most 
popular speaker of the year, judg-
ing from the feedback I received from those in atten-
dance.  I even received e-mails urging me to bring him 
back as a guest speaker in the near future.

Our final meeting of 2011, December 13, was also 
a great success.  I have mentioned in this column on 
other occasions the importance of making a reserva-
tion so we know how many to expect.  There were 
136 reservations and 136 attended.  Thank you!  What 
made the day so successful, however, was the perfor-
mance by the Grosse Pointe North Chorale, under the 
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direction of Ben Henri.  The 16-voice group, young 
men and women, entertained us with religious and 
popular music that couldn’t help but put the attendees 
in a holiday mood.  The director didn’t have to ask 
twice to have the audience to join in the singing. 

Ken VanDellen, our 1st Vice President, has done 

and is doing a wonderful job of lining up speakers for 
2012.  After looking over the list of those who will be 
here in the next couple of months, I am confident that 
the number of attendees will increase dramatically.  I 
know we can count on you to be one of them.

Again, Happy New Year!

Continued from page 1

Harold & Marilyn Nixon, phone 727.866.1721, will be your host & hostess this year. This year’s SMC 
Sarasota Florida luncheon for SMC & Grosse Pointe Snow Birds will be on the 2nd Tuesday in March (March 
13) and at the same location as last year. We will have our luncheons at the beautiful University Park Country 
Club at 7671 Park Boulevard, University Park, Florida, (suburb of Sarasota.)  So mark you 2012 calendars--- 
Tuesday at noon on March 13, 2012, we will all meet for our SMC Annual luncheon at the University Country 
Club in University Park, Florida. 

The luncheon menu will be:

Salad Entrée of Mixed Greens Topped with Sliced Apples, Sugared Walnuts,
Strawberries, Sliced Grapes, Tomatoes, Topped with 

Choice of Sliced Grilled Herbed Chicken Breast or Grilled Salmon
Choice of Raspberry Vinaigrette or Creamy Poppy Seed Dressings

Brownie with Vanilla Ice Cream & Chocolate Sauce
All Entrée Selections Served with Basket of Warmed Rolls & Piped Butter

Brewed Coffee / Hot or Iced Tea 

The cost will be $21.00 per person 
including sales tax and service charge.  
RSVP & make checks payable to:

H. C. Nixon
6093 Bahia Del Mar Cir #174

St. Petersburg, FL 33715
Email: harnix@comcast.net

Plan to bring your friends and relations and make your reservations for a wonderful luncheon at the beauti-
ful University Country Club. Ample free parking and breathtaking dining room lakeside view.  

I need to know your choice – chicken or salmon. Please indicate on your check RSVP. 

Thank you.
Harold Nixon

SMC Annual Florida Luncheon
March 13, 2012
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New Members
Membership  -  Eric Lindquist  -  313-882-9465

New Member  Badge Name Home Phone Sponsors
Address  Partner Hobbies 
  Birthday  Former Firm   
	 	 FAX	 e-Mail	

Richard Hile Richard 313-881-4738 Carl Metzker & Fritz Bloy
366 Ridgemont  Kay Collectables
Grosse Pointe Farms  November 1, 1929 Teacher – Roseville
48236

Phil Schloop Phil 313-802-6447 Tom Kneeshaw & Dennis Rasch
15058 Ashton  Melinda Boating, photography
Detroit  May 3, 1950 Business manager IUOE
48223   PS547@SBCGlobal.net

Randall F Vorhees Randall 313-881-3799 Eric Lindquist & Roy Vorhees
209 Merriweather  Marty Tennis, golf, wine
Grosse Pointe Farms  February 8, 1949 School Social Worker
48236-3533   rfvorhees@yahoo.com

Mystery 
Wheels

Reinstatements:
Gilbert Demers

Ellis L. Smith
Stephen F. Wasinger

Russell LeBlanc
Roger Prisbe
Fred Stemmler
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Continued on page 5 

Jack Lessenberry

Michigan and the 2012 Election

Luncheon Meeting - October 25, 2011 Speaker: Jack Lessenberry
               
Introduction by: Ken Van Dellen    
Invocation by:   Sr. Janice Brown
                          Dominican Literacy Center
Reported by:   Ken Van Dellen

Mr. Lessenberry gave a 
delightfully humorous 

talk that was very enjoyable 
to listen to. Unfortunately, 
I am having a very difficult 
time writing this report on it, 
because it consisted mainly 
of one-liners. I have finally 
concluded that the best, and 
possibly only, way to do this is 
to simply list some of his state-
ments. I should put quotation 
marks around them, but they 
may not have been transcribed 
exactly, so let’s just agree that 
he said something like what I 
report here.

People who don’t know each 
other yet will meet and produce 
a baby before the next election. 

The three biggest issues in the 2012 election are 
likely to be the economy, the economy, and the econ-
omy, or jobs, jobs, jobs, and maybe the deficit. The 
economy is going to be the biggest problem for Presi-
dent Obama

The biggest problem for Republicans is themselves, 
and the Tea Party may be a ticking time bomb for 
them. Two possible nightmare scenarios for Republi-
cans: Someone leaning heavily toward the Tea Party is 
nominated; a moderate is nominated, so the Tea Party 
defects and runs a third-party candidate.

Twenty years ago today, the consensus was that G. 
H.W. Bush would breeze to a second term. Then, along 
came Ross Perot. In our system, third parties can never 
win presidential elections, they just screw ‘em up. If 
Ralph Nader had not been on ballot in Florida, Al Gore 
would have become president.

It was always in the cards that Republicans would 
nominate Romney. Republicans always nominate 
the guy who finished second last time. It was Nixon-
Goldwater in 1960, Nixon was nominated and elected 
in 1968, Ford became the accidental president and beat 
Reagan in ’76. In 1980, Reagan beat Bush I, in 1988 
Bush beat Bob Dole. Dole had no strong challenger, 
so they turned to George W. Bush. In 2000, Bush 

beat John McCain. Who did 
McCain beat? Mitt Romney. 
Romney is the only one of the 
current candidates who has run 
a national campaign.

In high school and college, 
Republicans date Democratic 
girls because they know they 
will marry a Republican girl, 
but they want a little fun first.

Romney isn’t all that lov-
able, and he knows that beat-
ing an incumbent president is 
going to be hard. He will have 
a hard time winning either of 
his home states – both usually 
vote Democratic – and he has 
a lot to make up. Obama beat 
McCain by just short of a land-

slide. Romney could carry all the states McCain did, 
and add Indiana, Florida, North Carolina, Ohio, and 
Nevada, and he would still lose. Michigan is likely to 
have a ringside seat.

Cain? Republicans don’t nominate blacks for office 
when they know they have a chance to win. Cain will 
fade out quickly, regardless of the sexual harassment 
stuff.

Romney needs to have a serious challenge soon. 
Bobby Kennedy didn’t enter the race until the middle 
of March, 1968. Now it’s almost always all over by 
the end of March. Iowa caucuses are 6 weeks away.

Mo Udell: “Presidential candidacy is like a football 
game where the touchdowns of the first team to score 
all count 21 points and they only need 3 yards to make 
a first down.” The reason is, nobody wants to give 
money to a loser. After someone wins the first couple 
contests, it tends to be all over.

Michigan primary February 28 is the worst of both 
worlds because it’s too late to be meaningful, but ille-
gal because it’s before March. Michigan only matters 
if Romney loses.

No way anyone will challenge Obama and no way 
Hillary will replace Biden. His strategy seems to be 
to move more to the left. He will tell people he made 



January 2012 5

The Readers  -  Frank Markey (313-886-8324)

An Evening of Poetry

Continued from page 4

Our traditional December Poetry Reading Ses-
sion opened with this writer’s dramatic reading of a 
favorite from the memorable Prose and Poetry book 
of our freshman high school days, THE SHOOTING 
OF DAN McGREW by Robert Service   Then came a 
reading of selections from Elizabeth Barrett Brown-
ing’s SONNETS FROM THE PORTUGUESE, in-
cluding “HOW DO I LOVE THEE?”  Dan Beck came 
upon his 1882 edition in a collection of his mother’s 
treasures.  It could only be topped with an even 
greater love story.  Robert Kienle did it reading from 
his own retelling in rhyme the original Christmas 
Story as gleaned from the Gospels.  In a change of 
pace, Don Briggs read MENDING WALL and other 
selections from a Robert Frost collection he had saved 
from happy college days.  We all remembered, “Good 
fences make good neighbors.”  Jim Grace read a se-
lection introducing us to a not so well known Ameri-
can author/poet Ruth Stone featured in The New York 
Times on November 24, 2011.  Bob Bradley read first 
from a prized possession, a poem submitted to him 

in his classroom by a student whose talent until then 
was unknown to him.  Then as a former History/Eng-
lish teacher, he felt compelled to read the poem that 
summarizes the history of the United States, Robert 
Frost’s THE GIFT OUTRIGHT recited at President 
Kennedy’s inaugural.

Each reading prompted comments, the offer of 
other selections and the trading of memories.  Light 
refreshments were served.  It was a delightful eve-
ning.  Don’t you wish that you were there?  Well, you 
were invited!

 
January reading is ROBERT MORRIS, Finan-

cier of the American Revolution, by Charles Rap-
pleye.  February reading is IN THE GARDEN OF 
THE BEAST by Erik Larson.

Meetings are held at Dan Beck’s home, 25 Roslyn, 
Grosse Pointe Shores, from 5:00pm to 6:30pm on 
the third Tuesday of the month. January 17, 2012 and 
February 21, 2012.   RSVP (313) 881-0322.

a heroic choice, choosing healthcare over jobs, and 
saved the auto industry when Romney said, “Don’t 
bail them out, let them die.”

We talk now of red and blue states. The dirty little 
secret is that most states are one-party states in presi-
dential elections. Most populous states are California, 
Texas and New York. In the last presidential elec-
tion, $0 was spent in advertising in those three states. 
No Republican could win California or New York, 
no Democrat could win Texas, except in a landslide 
election. Democrats dominate states in some areas and 
Republicans dominate other areas. Campaigns focus 
on 10-12 swing states.

President’s approval below 50%, but Romney ex-
cites no warmth, like Reagan did, and people didn’t 
vote for Reagan in 1980, but against Jimmy Carter. 
People think fundamentalist Christians won’t vote for 
a Mormon, but since the President is a Black Mus-
lim terrorist who hates America, they will swallow 
and vote for Romney. The election may depend on if 

people are afraid and if the challenger offering some-
thing better than the incumbent does.

U.S. House: Democrats will gain in House but prob-
ably not win the House.

U.S. Senate: Republicans are likely to get the four 
seats they need to win the Senate. 

In Michigan, odds are for Sen. Stabenow. Main 
Republican challengers are Durant (not well known) 
and Hoekstra (82% of people outside of Grand Rap-
ids think he’s an intestinal parasite). Hoekstra is one 
of the more qualified people to run for the Senate in 
recent years.

The 13th and 14th congressional districts are inter-
esting.  Four congressmen are running for reelection 
who don’t live in the districts they’re running in. The 
14th is the weirdest shaped district in history. Because 
of shrinking population, Michigan lost five congres-
sional seats since 1980, equal to the voting power of 
Connecticut.
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Strawn Markle               Andy McGrath               John McGonagle

Investment Seminar -  November 8, 2011 Speaker:  Andy McGrath & John McGonagle, Jr.
                EPI Financial Services, LLC
                Strawn Markle, National Salees Mgr
                ITS Asset Management, L.P.
Introduction by:    Dan Beck
Reported by:   Dan Beck

A Macro View of the Market
short-term high quality 
bonds.  Better buys are 
ahead.  Bonds are like 
a diving board.

Q.  Is USA in a re-
cession?

A.  Technically, no.  
There is not a lot of 
good news.  We are in 
a slow economy.

Q.  Do you project 
an increase in the FED 
rate?

A.  Haven’t seen 
growth.  Inflation is 
higher than recognized.  
The stated 3% should 
be closer to 7%.  It is 
hard to project.  We are 

keeping money on the sideline; you don’t want to be 
in bonds when the market moves up.

Q.  Where would you put cash?
A.  Cash is king for the short term.  Put it into prod-

uct.
Q.  What commodities are best?
A.  Silver, platinum and gold are volatile; two steps 

up, one down.  Gold has intrinsic value while copper 
is tied to the housing market.

The best possible actions will be the government 
continuing to print money, priming the pump in the 
short run to pay off debt.

Jobs are the solution to the problem.  The stimulus 
didn’t work.  Bootstraps must be tightened.  If the 
Euro blows up, the USA would benefit.  

For those considering purchasing gold and silver on 
margin, remember margin funds have margin calls.

We thank Andy McGrath and John McGonagle for 
their participation and for arranging for Strawn Mar-
kle’s participation.  Mr. Markle’s analysis of financial 
considerations confronting investors today was clear, 
thought provoking and appreciated.  His knowledge of 
his profession is impressive.

Andy and John 
work with 

clients, matching the 
firm’s independent 
money managers with 
the style of their cli-
ents.  ITS is a money 
managing company.  

The market has been 
flat the past eleven 
years.  ITS manages 
$1.3 billion, working 
with independent advi-
sors.

Ten thousand dollars 
in 1926 would be worth 
$29 million if held until 
today.  Inflation is 3% 
today.

We must take a macro view of the market.  In 2002 
ITS was in bonds and stocks; in 2003 they went 100% 
into stocks.

It is important to recognize long term and cyclical 
periods.  A bear hits down, a bull hits up.  Balance a 
portfolio every 90 days.

ITS bought GM at $220 per share, sold at $330 then 
bought back at $7 per share.  Do something different 
when the market is flat.

The government is printing money.  It prints one 
million $1 bills every two minutes.

Precious metals are in a sideways market, identical 
to 1960.

Commodities used to be on the gold standard.  When 
that ended in 1972, inflation increased.

In 1980 the government stopped including food, gas 
and energy in the consumer price index.

‘ITS’ uses mining stocks when the dollar is down 
because commodities go up.  They do not buy physical 
commodities.

Since 1913 the greenback has lost 95.5%.  The Euro 
is falling faster than the dollar, which will strengthen 
the dollar.

Today 45% should be invested in stocks with 55% in 
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Attendance
All members and guests are welcome at our 

semi-monthly meetings. Please remember to 
sign up in advance at our lunch meetings. 

Call in to make any additions or changes in your 
reservation. Print your names clearly on the attendance 
record, and record your badge number.

Your telephone calls are important.   The next 
meetings are January 10 and 24. 

  Accurate attendance forecasting means everyone 
eats on time. Call before 11:00 a.m. Monday, the day 
preceding the meeting that your new plans affect.  

Bob Chandler
Henry Kuhlman 
Jack Landin
Ken Maleitzke
Ed White
Jack H. Williams

Call anyone on the following attendance committee:

Jack H. Williams  
  313-886-7813

(586) 779-3228
(586) 777-0476
(313) 886-9456
(313) 343-6476
(313) 647-9086        

   (313) 886-7813

Raffle Winners
November 22 Bob Chandler    $40
 Ed White   $40
December 13 Eugene Martin   $46
 Eric Lindquist   $46

Get Well
Salvatore (Sam) Ciaramitaro
 (313-882-9279)

  The Senior Men's Club extends good wishes for the recovery of all members 
who are confined by illness.  We miss you!  Please advise Sam Ciaramitaro 

(313)882-9279, Bill Krieg (313)886-1596 or Bill Kamm (313)884-5542 if you have 
additions or changes.   Cards are sent to confined members as we become aware of 
their illnesses.  Many request that their names not be published in this space.

Dear	Members,

As	some	of	you	already	know,	I	recently	spent	a	couple	of	months,	first	in	Beaumont	Hospital,	
Royal	Oak,	and	then	at	Shore	Pointe	Rehab	Center,		recuperating		after	spinal	surgery.			

I	have	enjoyed	my	time	spent	with	the	SENIOR	MEN’S	CLUB.		I	enjoy	the	meetings,	the	
men’s	chorus,	Bob	Vogler's	humor	and	the	fellowship	of	you,	the	members.		While	spending	a	
month	in	the	hospital	my	appreciation	of	the	SMC	became	much	more	acute.		My	time	confined	
to	my	bed	or	wheelchair	was	relieved	by	the	many	visits,	cards	and	phone	calls	that	originated	
with	SMC	Members.		THANK	YOU.		I	cannot	adequately	express	my	gratitude	for	your	thought-
fulness.		One	member	stands	out	for	my	special	recognition.		Tom	Roberts	willingly	agreed	to	step	
in	and	do	the	job	of	Data	Records	Coordinator	during	my	absence,	and	he	has	done	a	great	job.		
Thank	you,	Tom.	

Dick	Gross		

A Message of Appreciation
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Leon LaBrecque

Speaker:   Leon LaBrecque, LJPR, LLC
Introduction by:  Dan Beck
Invocation by:  Lt. Cmdr. Pablo Rivera, USAF
Reported by: Dan Beck

Luncheon Meeting - November 8, 2011

The Global Economy

The government can’t 
work out of our eco-

nomic malaise until economic 
growth exceeds 3½%.  Discre-
tionary spending must be cut 
off, taxes must be raised and 
services reduced.

Private corporations are 
hiring, 137,000,000 have jobs 
while 14,000,000 are unem-
ployed as the government is 
laying people off.

If the election was held to-
day, Obama would win.  Next 
year the economy may im-
prove.  Congressional approval 
is 13%.

Housing is down with mort-
gage payments $540 monthly and rentals $695.

Reducing unemployment should be government’s 
primary goal.  It is now cheaper to build a car in the 
USA than overseas.  Stocks are cheaper with earnings 
up.

Corporate cash is at an all time high with 28% of 
balance sheets in cash.

Refinance while the getting is good.  The ten-year 
treasury is at a low, and the Fed is easing long-term.  
This may be the last chance for a long time to lock in a 
low rate. 

Look into municipal bonds.  They have tradition-
ally been a relatively safe tax-free income market.  
Boring but consistent and steady.  The normal spread 
between municipal bonds and the ten-year treasury is 
about  .15%, or the muni’s pay about 85% of treasur-
ies.  Today, thanks to state and local budgets and some 
high profile commentators, the muni market is paying 
about 148% of 10-year treasuries.  Higher yield and 
no tax warrant consideration.  Also consider that the 
interest rate coverage amongst municipalities is about 
5.5%, the lowest on recent record.  Beware that all 
municipalities are created equal.  There has never been 
a bond default on the western side of the state.

Dividends:  Show me the money!  The current yield 

on bank accounts and govern-
ment bonds is dismal.  How-
ever, dividend yields don’t 
necessarily reflect the lower 
rates.  Many corporations 
pay substantial dividends at 
a spread higher than almost 
any time in recent history.  As 
a bonus, dividends are tax-
advantaged (for now) and 
have a lower rate.  Plus, unlike 
interest, dividends can grow.  
If you fear this sanctity of 
dividends, consider that Bank 
of New York has paid a divi-
dend since 1699 and DuPont 
since 1742.  There were a few 
things that happened in the 

meantime.
We tend to put more weight on what is current and 

what is easy to look at.  The media compounds this 
with over running stories until it is in the forefront 
of our thinking.  We look at cable, the internet and 
the media to see what is going on, and everything is 
Greece (which has defaulted many times), or gold, or 
defaults.  Our plan is for thirty years, but we look at 
thirty days or sometimes three minutes of information 
to judge our path.  Look at the reality and the long-
term, and if you can’t resist the investment hype, don’t 
look.

Mind your estate.  There are two things certain, and 
of death and taxes, we will guarantee death.  In that 
event, it only makes sense to do an occasional check 
on your estate. Documents up to date?  Right people 
in the plan?  Beneficiaries right?  Any new assets?  
Any births, deaths or divorce?  Keep the estate plan 
up to date to protect the legacy you built.  If you wait 
until you need it, it’s too late.

Leon was at his usual edifying, entertaining, ener-
getic best, proving once again why he is so well re-
ceived by members of the Investment Seminar yearly 
who shared him with you today!



January 2012 9

Tech Club
Ed Rowady    (313) 882-4963

 HOMELAND SECURITY
ON LAKE ST. CLAIR

The	Tech	Club	speaker	for	November	was	Special	
Operations	Supervisor,	United	States	Border	Patrol,	
Gregory	Lambert.			The	United	States	Border	Patrol	
is	a	hybrid	military	organization	reorganized	under	
the	Department	of	Homeland	Security	by	the	United	
States	Congress	after	the	9/11/01	attack	on	the	Twin	
Towers	in	New	York	and	on	the	Pentagon	in	Washing-
ton	D.C.		It’s	primary	functions	are	to	intercept	terror-
ists,	weapons	of	mass	effect,	illegal	aliens,	narcotics	
and	any	other	contraband	crossing	the	United	States	
Border.		The	Director	of	Homeland	Security,	a	Cabinet	
position,	is	Janet	Napolitano.		Ms.	Napolitano	is	the	
third	person	to	hold	that	position.		
Supervisor	Lambert	is	an	English	Major	gradu-

ate	from	Ohio	State	University	and	a	13-year	veter-
an	of	the	United	States	Border	Patrol.		He	also	served	
seven	years	as	a	US	Marine.	His	current	assignment	
focuses	on	deploying	technology	on	the	border.		Some	
of	his	recent	projects	involved	deploying	technology	
on	Lake	St.	Clair,	the	Detroit	River	and	the	St.	Mary’s	
River.		His	previous	assignment	was	with	the	Border	
Patrol	in	the	State	of	Arizona	where	the	concerns	are	
building	fences,	vehicle	deterrents,	technology	and	
adding	boots	on	the	ground.	
The	United	States	Border	Patrol	on	the	Northern	

Border	is	more	about	using	technology	than	adding	
infrastructure	or	personnel.		Mr.	Lambert	is	overseeing	
the	building	of	towers	to	protect	our	northern	borders.		

The	St.	Clair	River	requires	periodic	spacing	of	towers	
to	oversee	the	relatively	narrow	river	crossing.		On	
the	other	hand,	Lake	St.	Clair,	because	of	the	wide-
open	space,	can	be	satisfactorily	monitored	by	only	
two	towers,	one	located	in	the	north	on	Gull	Island	
and	the	other	in	a	clump	of	trees	behind	“The	Little	
Club.”		The	Little	Club	tower	is	60	feet	tall,	hidden	
for	the	most	part	by	trees,	and	is	not	yet	operational.		
The	microwaves	sent	out	by	these	towers,	according	
to	Lambert,	do	not	pose	a	health	hazard	because	the	
microwaves	are	produced	in	pulses	and	are	not	any	
more	severe	than	the	household	microwave	oven.			
Lambert	was	questioned	by	members	of	the	Tech	

Club,	particularly	about	safety	and	the	possible	ob-
struction	of	view	presented	by	the	towers.		He	com-
mented	that	these	factors	had	been	taken	into	consid-
eration	before	locating	the	towers	and	that	the	“new	
technology	approach”	was	the	best	and	most	efficient	
way	to	protect	our	northern	border	from	terrorists,	il-
legal	aliens	and	contraband.

The next Tech Club meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 9:30 am at the GPWM.  
The subject is “Maximizing Battery Life” for all types 
of batteries - from cell phones to car batteries.  Our 
speaker will be Mr. L.T. Wilson.  Mark your calendar.  
Guests are always welcome.

During a visit to my doctor, I asked him, “How do you determine whether 
or not an older person should be put in an old age home?”  “Well,” he said, “we 
fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the person 
to empty the bathtub.”  “Oh, I understand,” I said. “A normal person would use 
the bucket because it is bigger than the spoon or the teacup.” “No,” he said. “A 
normal person would pull the plug.  Do you want a bed near the window?”
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Ben Henri

Program:  GP North HS Pointe Chorale
                 Mr. Benjamin Henri
Introduction by:  George Lilly
Invocation by: Fr. Rich Bartoszek, Chaplain
                        Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hosp.
Reported by: Ken Van Dellen

Luncheon Meeting - December 13, 2011

2011 Christmas Concert

For our 2010 Christ-
mas concert, the 

“weather outside was 
frightful,” remembering 
that some of the Pointe 
Chorale members’ vehicles 
had been frozen to the 
ground in the parking lot at 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School. The weather was 
much better this year, but their schedule was as hectic 
as usual at this festive time of year.  When Director 
Ben Henri had determined that all were present, six-
teen choristers marched in, led by Mr. Henri and their 
pianist, Cheryl Faba.

They started out with “For Unto Us a Child is Born” 
from Handel’s Messiah, and followed that with three 
traditional carols, “Deck the Halls,” “Angels We Have 
Heard on High,” “Away in a Manger,” and the secular 
“Jingle Bells.” A new song for many of us was the 
beautiful “When Shepherds Lately Knelt” (with lyrics 

by Jaroslav Vajda and music by Craig Courtney, rather 
than by Carl Schalk, as in some recent hymnals). The 
program concluded with the traditional “Silent Night,” 
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas,” and Clay Aiken’s 
moving “Merry Christmas with Love,” also new to 
many of us. 

The Pointe Chorale has seventeen members this 
year, but one had to miss this day’s performances. 
They are members of other musical groups at North 
High, as well as academic and service clubs, and 
sports teams. They rehearse daily for 50 minutes for 
the Chorale.

Because of scheduling problems with the South 
High choir, this is the third year in a row the Pointe 
Chorale has performed for us. Next year is South 
High’s turn, and we look forward to having them then.
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Tuesday Bridge

Leonard Schim 
 313- 881-0151

  Dave Ruyle   586-779-2718 

     Friday Duplicate Bridge  

      First      Second
                     October 25
 Len Schim Jerry Christ 
 John Carey Len Bartoszewicz
                  November 8
 Tom Hosea Len Schim 
 Len Bartoszewicz Keith Liebbrand

                     December 2 
 North/South  East/West
1st Edwards/Devine  Lee/Ruyle
2nd Pappas/Botsworth   Panock/Martin
2nd Cobau/Grierson  Linzell/Killeen
4th Fuller/Enid  Robinson/Welchi
5th Dacon/Downing  Higbie/Howell

                         December 9            
 North/South  East/West
1st  Downing/M.Smith  J.Smith/Rizzo
2nd Cobau/Edwards  Lee/Deacon 
3rd Brown/Ruyle  Panock/Martin
4th   Perkin/Klob  Markey/Welchi
5th Botsworth/Pappas  Morris/Killeen                  

Contract Bridge 
Monday at G.P Woods Community Center

Dennis C. Rasch
   313-885-7146

           First    Second
                       November 14
 Dean Brunke John Hayes
 Bill Grierson Roy Vorhees 
 Stan Kramer John Vaughn
 Keith Liebbrand Art Linzell 

                       November 21
 Bob Ducastel Tom Gallagher
 Len Schim Stan Kramer 
 Denny Rasch Tom Lowichik
 Art Linzell Bud Treder

Vets

Do you have a story you would like to tell? 
We would like to publish some of 

your memories.

Late	one	night	a	
mugger	wearing	

a	ski	mask	jumped	into	
a	path	of	a	well-dressed	
man	and	stuck	a	gun	in	
his	ribs.	

"Give	me	your	money,"	he	
demanded.	Indignant,	the	affluent	
man	replied,	"you	can't	do	this	–	I	
am	a	United	States	congressman!"	
"In	that	case,"	replied	the	mugger,	

"give	me	MY	money."
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Membership Application
Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe, Inc.

PLEASE PRINT

Name: ________________________________________ Name on Badge: ____________________________ 
No. & St.: ______________________________________ City: _____________________________________
5+4 ZIP: __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ Birth Date: ___/___/____ Retired? __ Sig. other: ________________
Hobbies: ________________________________________________ Phone: (_____) ___________________
Prev. Occupation & Firm: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Fax: (_____) ___________________ E-Mail: _____________________________@_____________________   
I hereby certify that I am retired or at least 55. 
Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________
Two Sponsors (Required)
Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________
Print Name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________
Please return completed application with $60 fee ($25 one-time initiation fee + $35 dues) 
payable to SMC of Grosse Pointe, and add $10 if you want a SMC membership lapel pin. 

Mail to: 
               SMC Membership Chairman, Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 
               32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236-3726 

Office Use Only
$_________ pd.
Pin __

SENIOR MEN’S CLUB OF GROSSE POINTE
CLUB MOTTO: FESTIVITIES ... FUN ... FELLOWSHIP

Purpose: 
To provide festivities, fun and fellowship for its members through social, educational 
and peer group association in its recreational and social activities.
 
Sponsored sub-clubs: 
BOWLING, GOLF, TENNIS, POOL & BILLIARDS
BRIDGE (CONTRACT AND DUPLICATE)
CHORAL GROUP
FLORIDA SNOW BIRDS
INVESTMENT SEMINARS
TECHNOLOGY CLUB
READERS GROUP 

Other activities: 
PROFESSIONAL BALL GAMES
THEATER PERFORMANCES
DINNER CRUISES
FALL DINNER/DANCE
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Calier L. (Cal) Worrell Died November 18, 2011 Age 86 Member since 2002
  Memorials to Christ Church Grosse Pointe Episcopal
S. Sidney Newhouse Died November 24, 2011 Age 96 Member since 1981
  Memorials to Grosse Pointe Memorial Church
Thomas L. Harris Died November 28, 2011 Age 90 Member since 1985
  Memorials to Mission Aviation Fellowship, Nampa, ID
Doriano F. (Dan) Bracci Died December 5, 2011 Age 88 Member since 1996
John J. McLellan Jr. Died December 5, 2011 Age 90 Member since 1988
  Memorials to American Diabetes Association
Howard L. Robinson Died December 9, 2011 Age 90 Member since 1988
  Memorials to Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital
Alex P. Kelly Died December 12, 2011 Age 89 Member since 1997
  Memorials to Grosse Pointe Public Library
Fred L. Prudden Died December 17, 2011 Age 85 Member since 1999
  Memorials to Michigan Parkinson's Foundation

Memorials
Tom Roberts - 313-331-3558

Movies
New this season! Out of the ordinary selections! The Park has added two musical concerts and a Cirque de 
Soliel performance! Plus two special feature luncheon packages with the films “Some Like It Hot” and “Gone 
With The Wind.”  Movies are free and start at 1:00pm. 

January 11  From Here to Eternity - 1953, 118 min. (starring Montgomery Clift, 
   Frank Sinatra and Deborah Kerr)
January 25 (Lunch)  Some Like It Hot* - 1959, 120 min. (starring Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis and    
   Jack Lemmon)
February 8   Two For The Road - 1967, 112 min. (starring Audrey Hepburn and Albert Finney
February 22   Tootsie - 1982, 110 min. (starring Dustin Hoffman and Jessica Lange)
March 7  Moonstruck - 1987, 103 min. (starring Cher and Nicolas Cage)

* “Some Like It Hot” Luncheon. A special luncheon will be served before this feature at l2:00. Please make 
your reservations and purchase your tickets in advance at the Lavins Activity Center Front Desk. Tickets are 
$10.00.

FREE COFFEE AND COOKIES BEFORE THE SHOW TOO!

For more information, call the Lavins Activity Center
(313) 822-2812, ext. 300.

Special Events  -  Tom Kneeshaw (313-821-7480

1922 Renault
Model 40

Kelner Town Car
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SMC BIRTHDAY LIST for JANUARY
La Ferte, Daniel A.        2 - 84
Le Blanc, Russell J.      27
Lemen, James R.           11 - 81
Manos, Peter G.           16 - 86
Marshall, James F.        22 - 89
Mc Gratty, Stephen A.     27
Mezger, Eugene            20 - 84
Minkwic, Leonard          19 - 87
Patrosso, Albert A.       26 - 87
Reisig, Robert O.          3 - 86
Schneider, Burkhard H.    25 - 87
Shammus, George P.         6 - 81
Spatafora, Samuel J.      17 - 82
Spicer, S. Gary            1
Sulad, Rodger T.          23 - 81
Sylvester, Francis L.      7 - 87
Treder, Carroll B.        16 - 84
Winkler, Irving P.        10 - 84
Zarobe, Ramon D.           9 - 82

A Total of 42 BIRTHDAYS in JANUARY   
      with 34 Birthdays 80 & over

The IRS decides to audit Grandpa, and 
summons him to the IRS office.  

The IRS auditor was not surprised when 
Grandpa showed up with his attorney.  The 
auditor said, "Well, sir, you have an 

extravagant lifestyle and no full-time employment, 
which you explain by saying that you win money 
gambling. I'm not sure the IRS finds that believable."  

I'm a great gambler, and I can prove it," says 
Grandpa. "How about a demonstration?" The 
auditor thinks for a moment and says, "Okay. Go 
ahead."  Grandpa says, '"I'll bet you a thousand dollars 
that I can bite my own eye."  The auditor thinks a 
moment and says, "It's a bet."  Grandpa removes his 
glass eye and bites it. The auditor's jaw drops. 

Grandpa says, "Now, I'll bet you two thousand 
dollars that I can bite my other eye."  Now the 
auditor can tell Grandpa isn't blind, so he takes the 
bet.  Grandpa removes his dentures and bites his good 
eye.  

The stunned auditor now realizes he has wagered 
and lost three grand, with Grandpa's attorney as a 

Anderson, Leslie C.       12 - 85
Bradford, Kirk            25
Burt, Richard H.          14
Cammett, Stuart H.        27 - 81
Chan, Stephen              9
Couzens, Frank            18 - 88
Coyle, R. Gerald           2 - 83
Cracchiolo, Thomas A.     10 - 85
Davis, Charles            16 - 89
Dickinson, Philip         22 - 93
Du Four, George A.        19 - 94
Ekin, Al                  10
Englert, Horst E.         17 - 89
Everett, Robert C.         7 - 87
Hatty, Michael T.         20 - 88
Hendrie, George S.        21 - 85
Henkel, Milton             3 - 85
Herbert, William P.        8 - 89
Johnson, Arthur J.        25 - 84
Judson, Nathan C.         28 - 80
Kennedy, John             15
Kienle, Carl W.            1 - 89
Kolb, Howard Ford          9 - 92

witness. He starts to get nervous.  "Want to go double 
or nothing?" Grandpa asks "I'll bet you six thousand 
dollars that I can stand on one side of your desk, and 
pee into that wastebasket on the other side, and never 
get a drop anywhere in between." The auditor, twice 
burned, is cautious now, but he looks carefully and 
decides there's no way this old guy could possibly 
manage that stunt, so he agrees again.

Grandpa stands beside the desk and unzips his pants, 
but although he strains mightily, he can't make the 
stream reach the wastebasket on the other side, so he 
pretty much urinates all over the auditor's desk.  The 
auditor leaps with joy, realizing that he has just turned 
a major loss into a huge win.  But Grandpa's own 
attorney moans and puts his head in his hands.  

"Are you okay?" the auditor asks.  "Not really," says 
the attorney. "This morning, when Grandpa told me 
he'd been summoned for an audit, he bet me twenty-
five thousand dollars that he could come in here and 
pee all over your desk and that you'd be happy about 
it!"  

I keep telling you! Don't Mess with Old People!!
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MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAYWEDNESDAY

SMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan 9 Jan 10 Jan 11 Jan 12 Jan 13

Jan 2 Jan 3 Jan 4 Jan 5 Jan 6

Jan 16 Jan 17 Jan 18 Jan 19 Jan 20

Jan 23 Jan 24 Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27

Jan 30 Jan 31 Feb 1 Feb 2 Feb 3

Feb 6 Feb 7 Feb 8 Feb 9 Feb 10

  10:00am  TENNIS
  11:00am  BILLIARDS
  12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
              GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
          (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   11:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  CARD PLAYERS
           (CONTRACT BRIDGE)
               GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:30pm  BRIDGE
                   (DUPLICATE)
                   GPW City Hall

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING
                   

   10:00am  TENNIS

   10:00am  TENNIS
   12:00am  LUNCH & MOVIE

   10:00am  TENNIS
     1:00pm  MOVIE

     9:30am  TECH CLUB
   10:30am  TENNIS

    8:45am  MAIL
                  NEWSLETTER
    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

Jan 2, 2012 - Feb 7, 2012

   9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

     9:00am  BILLIARDS
   12:00am  BOWLING

    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
    9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
  10:00am  BOARD MEETING
  
    1:00pm  CARD PLAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

     9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
     9:30am  INVESTMENT
                  SEMINAR
  
     1:00pm CARD PLAYERS
        (CONTRACT BRIDGE)

11:00am  SMC MEETING

    8:45am  MAIL
                  NEWSLETTER
    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP

    9:30am  CHORAL GROUP
    5:00pm  THE READERS

   10:30am  TENNIS
     1:00pm  MOVIE
        

   10:00am  TENNIS
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